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NATO chief 
says alliance 
will provide 
enough forces 

By Rob Gillies 

Associated Press 

TORONTO — NATO’s chief 
said Wednesday he is certain the 
alliance will have sufficient forc¬ 
es to fulfill its training mission 
in Afghanistan after months of 
lobbying allies to increase troop 
contributions. 

Secretary-General Jens Stol- 
tenberg said in an interview with 
The Associated Press on Wednes¬ 
day that NATO will meet the re¬ 
quirements set out by Gen. John 
Nicholson, the top U.S. command¬ 
er for Afghanistan, who has said 
he needs close to 16,000 troops to 
fulfill the training mission. Stol- 
tenberg said the troop level will 
go from 13,000 to about 16,000. 

“I’m absolutely confident that 
we will have sufficient forces 
when we move into 2018,” Stol- 
tenberg said. “We are still receiv¬ 
ing pledges and announcements 
about more troop contributions 
from allies.” 

Stoltenberg said the troops 
won’t conduct combat operations 
but will help to train and assist the 
Afghan security forces, notably 
to train special forces and build 
up the conflict-torn country’s air 
force. He spoke ahead of his atten¬ 
dance at the Halifax International 
Security Forum this weekend. 

NATO officials said this month 
the alliance came up short, meet¬ 
ing a bit more than 90 percent of 
the military requirements out¬ 
lined by commanders. U.S. mili¬ 
tary leaders said then they were 
encouraged by the continuing 
discussions with several nations, 
who might eventually increase 
their commitments. U.S. Army 
Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti, NATO’s 
top military officer, said in Brus¬ 
sels the troop commitment hadn’t 
been reached. Nicholson said a 
gap has contributed to the low¬ 
est level of capabilities and the 
“highest level of risk we faced” in 
the 16-year war. 

SEE NATO ON PAGE 7 
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By Michael S. Darnell 

Stars and Stripes 

M ilitary retirees get involved in some relatively 
interesting hobbies. Hunting is popular among 
former servicemembers, along with fishing, hik¬ 
ing, camping, gaming and even historic battle 
re-enactments. 

Less common is casually flying around in a multimillion- 
dollar war machine. Leave it to a Marine — retired pilot Art 
Nalls — to change the definition of “retiree hobby.” 

Nalls, 65, is the proud owner of several aircraft. He and 
his crew at Nalls Aviation own and maintain a tiny BD-5J, 
a Piper Cub Mk-104 and a Czech-made L-39C Albatros jet 
trainer. 

Impressive machines, to be sure. But the pride and joy of 
Nalls’ fleet are two British Sea Harrier jets — a single-seat 
FA.2 and a much rarer two-seater TMk 8. According to Nalls, 
his is one of 46 of the vertical takeoff and landing craft ever 
made, and it’s the only one left flying. 

SEE FLYING ON PAGE 6 


Marine veteran and his Harrier 
star in air show business 


Above: Art Nalls, a retired Marine Corps test pilot, 
stands in front of his Sea Harrier FA.2. Nalls is the owner of 
several aircraft, including a rare Sea Harrier TMk 8. 

Top, from left: Nalls' Piper L-4 Cub sits in a hangar in southern 
Maryland; a close-up of the Cub’s propeller; Nalls flies his 
Sea Harrier FA.2 during a performance this year. 
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Defendant: 'I had no plans to kill her’ 

Ex-Air Force contractor pleads guilty to 
rape, not murder of Okinawan woman 

By Hana Kusumoto she was the victim of a crime 

Stars and Stripes 


NAHA CITY, Okinawa — A 
former Air Force contractor ad¬ 
mitted to some charges in the 
killing of a 20-year-old Okinawan 
woman last year. However, during 
the first day of his trial Thursday 
at Naha District Court, he pleaded 
not guilty to murder and insisted 
her death was not planned. 

Kenneth Franklin Gadson, 33, 
is charged with murder, rape re¬ 
sulting in death and the illegal 
disposal of a body in the death of 
Uruma office worker Rina Shima- 
bukuro on the night of April 28, 
2016. He is being tried under Ja¬ 
pan’s lay judge system with three 
judges and six jurors. 

Gadson, a former Marine who 
was a civilian employee at a 
Kadena Air Base cable and in¬ 
ternet provider at the time of his 
arrest, glanced at the crowd as he 
entered the courtroom wearing 
a white T-shirt, blue pants and 
black plastic sandals. 

Shimabukuro’s family was also 
in attendance. They later wept as 
details of her killing were pre¬ 
sented in court. 

“I plead guilty to rape resulting 
in death and illegal disposal of the 
body,” Gadson said in a prepared 
statement when asked to speak on 
the charges. “I plead not guilty to 
the murder. I had no plans to kill 
her.” 

Shimabukuro disappeared 
after going out for a walk that 
April evening. Police suspected 


or had been in an accident be¬ 
cause she left her car and wallet 
behind. 

Police spotted a red SUV 
owned by Gadson — who goes 
by his Japanese wife’s last name, 
Shinzato — while checking ve¬ 
hicles captured by security cam¬ 
eras in the area. 

The brutal slaying shocked the 
Japanese and triggered massive 
anti-American protests on an is¬ 
land where half of about 50,000 
US. troops in Japan are based. 
Then-President Barack Obama 
was forced to apologize for the 
crime during his historic visit to 
Hiroshima a month later follow¬ 
ing a strong rebuke from Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe. 

Police say Gadson admitted 
to strangling Shimabukuro and 
led officers to her body. His at¬ 
torney, Toshimitsu Takaesu, had 
argued that his client was under 
the influence of sleeping pills at 
the time of the confession due to a 
suicide attempt. 

Thursday’s proceedings mostly 
focused on whether the killing 
was premeditated. 

Gadson told the court he 
planned to knock Shimabukuro 
unconscious, take her to a hotel 
in a suitcase to rape her and re¬ 
lease her afterward. After failing 
to knock her out, he panicked and 
was not able to complete his plan, 
he said. 

Gadson refused to testify fur¬ 
ther when asked by prosecutors 
if he had anything else to say in 


court. 

“I choose 
to remain 
silent,” he 
said. 

The de¬ 
fendant sat 
expression¬ 
less and 
listened to 
the proceed¬ 
ings with his 
chin resting 
on his hand, 
sometimes 
rubbing it. 

Next, pros¬ 
ecutors told 
the court 

that Gadson 
approached 
Shimabu¬ 
kuro “with 
murder- 

Shimabukuro ous intent,” 
struck her 
with a metal stick, dragged her 
into the bushes, strangled her and 
then stabbed her with a knife to 
repress her. 

However, the prosecution 
said Gadson did not actually 
go through with the rape after 
discovering that his victim was 
menstruating. He then put Shima¬ 
bukuro in a suitcase and drove to 
a wooded area in Onna Village to 
dump the body, using gardening 
soil prepared ahead of time to 
cover her remains. 

“He failed in his attempt to 
rape her but he murdered the vic¬ 
tim as he had planned,” a pros¬ 
ecutor said. 

The defense argued that Gad¬ 
son did not stab Shimabukuro 
until after dumping her body, in 
an effort to check whether she 
was dead. They said Gadson did 
not strike and choke her with the 


intention of killing her. 

Prosecutors then presented 
the confession Gadson made to 
police, claiming that his words 
were rambling and incoherent. 
However, after meeting with a 
lawyer during a break from the 
questioning, his recollection of 
the incident became clearer and 
he insisted he had no intention of 
killing the woman. 

The defense countered with 
a statement Gadson made to his 
lawyer last spring in which he 
said Shimabukuro had hit her 
head on the ground as he pulled 
her into the bushes. She made a 
deep groan, so he strangled her 
by wrapping his right arm around 
her neck to knock her out. He 
did not hear her voice after that. 
Gadson said her body was heavy 
and unresponsive as he placed it 
into the suitcase. He also said he 
stabbed her after dumping her 
body to ensure she was dead. 

The defense also asked jurors 
to make their decision fairly 
and not to link the case with any 
anti-US. military feelings within 
Okinawa. 

“The defendant on trial is one 
human being,” a defense attorney 
said. 

The trial will continue Friday 
with prosecutors reading state¬ 
ments from Shimabukuro’s par¬ 
ents. A judge said the court will 
also give Gadson another chance 
to make a statement. 

Defendants who show remorse 
and apologize for their crimes 
sometimes receive lighter sen¬ 
tences under the Japanese justice 
system. 

Closing arguments are sched¬ 
uled for Nov. 24, and a verdict is 
expected on Dec. 1. 

kusumoto.hana(I)stripes.com 


Closings set 
for detonation 
ofWWII bomb 

By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — 
Some US. military buildings will 
be closed Sunday so a 500-pound 
bomb found in a wooded area 
near the Army garrison here can 
be safely detonated. 

“The bomb was recently dis¬ 
covered and munitions experts 
have determined the unexploded 
bomb could not be dismantled 
and will need to be detonated in 
place,” US. Army Garrison Stutt¬ 
gart announced Thursday. “In its 
current state, the bomb does not 
pose a threat.” 

In Germany, World War Il-era 
bombs are still frequently un¬ 
earthed, often during construc¬ 
tion projects. The Stuttgart area, 
which was home to industries key 
to the Nazi war effort, was heav¬ 
ily bombarded by Allied forces. 

As a precaution, buildings 
around the rear of Panzer Kaser- 
ne in the suburban Stuttgart town 
of Boeblingen will be cleared. 

The mailroom, gym, shoppette 
and commissary are among the 
facilities that will be closed from 
7 a.m. until 6 p.m. Stuttgart High 
School and the Stuttgart Elemen¬ 
tary School will also be cleared 
of people. The road leading to the 
schools will be closed to traffic, 
the Army said. 

The Post Exchange, the main 
commercial hub on base, is slated 
to remain open. 

Local authorities will block sec¬ 
tions of off-post traffic along Pan¬ 
zer Strasse, which wraps around 
the garrison. Detour signs will be 
posted throughout town. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @]ohn_vandiver 
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Navy to require passing of 
run test to enter boot camp 


By Jason Behnke 
Stars and Stripes 

The Navy will require recruits 
to pass a running fitness test 
prior to beginning basic train¬ 
ing as of Jan. 1, the service said 
Wednesday. 

Recruits will have to run 1.5 
miles in no more than 16 min¬ 
utes, 10 seconds for males and 
18 minutes, 7 seconds for female 
recruits, the service announced 
Wednesday. That is about the 
same run time the Navy requires 
active-duty sailors 50 and older to 
meet during semiannual physical 
fitness tests. 

The Navy is the last of the De¬ 
fense Department services to re¬ 
quire an initial fitness test. While 


the Air Force requires a some¬ 
what easier run test, the Army 
and Marine Corps also require a 
basic strength test before train¬ 
ing begins. 

Navy recruits who fail to meet 
the requirement will have 48 
hours to retest. If they fail a sec¬ 
ond time, they will be sent home. 
They may be able to reapply with 
waivers from Navy Recruiting 
Command. 

“It is the responsibility of each 
recruit to work hard and main¬ 
tain all Navy standards,” Capt. 
Mike Garrick, the training com¬ 
mand’s top officer, said in a state¬ 
ment. “Physical fitness is one of 
the greatest predictors of sailor 
success. Before they arrive to 
boot camp, recruits are expected 


to train to meet the physical fit¬ 
ness standards.” 

Recruits who pass will be 
grouped on the basis of their 
initial fitness tests. Throughout 
their eight weeks of training, they 
will be retested and can be put in 
higher fitness groups. Ultimately, 
they must pass a much more dif¬ 
ficult test that, in addition to a 
1.5-mile run, includes push-ups 
and sit-ups to graduate training. 
Those who achieve the highest 
level on the fitness test will be ad¬ 
vanced to their next pay grade. 

The Navy hopes the policy will 
reduce the number of recruits 
dropping out of training due to 
fitness failures, according to a 
statement. 

behnke.jason(I)stripes.com 



Perla Landa/ Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Petty Officer 1st Class Danny Martinez, right, motivates a recruit 
while running Sept. 19 at the Navy’s Recruit Training Command in 
Great Lakes, III. 


NATO exercise seeks to display unity amid US-Turkey tensions 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

The U.S. and its allies are finishing a 10- 
day naval exercise led by NATO ally Tur¬ 
key, whose relations with Washington have 
grown increasingly tense. 

Turkey hosted the biennial exercise in 
the eastern Mediterranean dubbed Dogu 
Akdeniz, which ended Thursday. 

The destroyer USS Donald Cook and a 
submarine-tracking P-8A Poseidon took 
part in the drills, designed to improve 
teamwork at sea between the navies of 
the US., Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania and 
Britain. 

“Participating in exercises like Dogu 
Akdeniz helps to enhance the professional 
relationships between everyone involved,” 
said ship Command Master Chief Petty 
Officer Jeremy Douglas. “(It) helps to im¬ 
prove the communication and coordination 
between allies and partner militaries.” 

The naval forces worked to mesh their 
skills, technology and tactics to defend 
against hostile submarines, aircraft and 
ships. Sailors also took part in live-fire 
training. 

The Poseidon played a key role because 
of its ability to hunt and destroy subma¬ 
rines and to attack planes and ships. 

The show of solidarity at sea came amid 
friction between Ankara and other NATO 
members. 

Diplomatic relations between Turkey 
and the U.S. strained last month after Tur¬ 
key arrested a U.S. consulate staffer it ac¬ 
cused of taking part in last year’s failed 
coup. The spat led to the U.S. and Turkey 
freezing nonimmigrant visas required for 
travel between the two countries. On Nov. 
6, they both resumed issuing a limited 
number of visas. 

Turkey also has condemned the U.S. for 
arming Kurdish fighters in the war against 
Islamic State militants in Syria. Ankara 
believes the Kurds are part of a terrorist 
group that could threaten Turkey’s south¬ 
ern border once ISIS is driven out. 

And in September, Turkey concluded 
a controversial deal with Moscow to buy 
Russian S-400 anti-aircraft missiles. 

Analysts say such Turkish military 
policies don’t align with NATO’s needs 
and show a pivot toward Russia since the 
aborted coup. Recent actions display “po- 



Photos by Theron J. Godbold/ 

Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Lt. Grace Howard oversees an anti¬ 
submarine warfare training drill Sunday 
aboard the USS Donald Cook during 
Dogu Akdeniz, a Turkey-led, multinational 
maritime exercise in the Mediterranean 
Sea. 


tentially problematic tendencies” that 
run counter to NATO’s interests, said Bob 
Rook, a history professor at Towson Uni¬ 
versity in Maryland. 

Turkey’s naval capability is seen as a 
NATO asset but also can be viewed as an 
instrument for a foreign policy indepen¬ 
dent of NATO, Rook said. 

“Where that matters a great deal is the 
eastern Mediterranean,” Rook said. 

Turkey also has used its navy to harass 
research vessels from neighboring Cyprus 
in its dispute over offshore oil and gas ex¬ 
ploration, Rook said. 

Greek Cypriots claim drilling rights 
in waters around the entire island under 
maritime law. Turkey refuses to recognize 
those rights and contends that it is entitled 
to some of the deposits. 

As the allies conduct exercises with Tur¬ 
key as a NATO partner, they should think 
about how Turkey might use the skills it 
gains. Rook said. 

“Turkey’s regional strategic agenda 
should be taken into consideration,” he 
said. 


w'yiand.scott(i)strfpes.com 

Twitter: @wylandstripes 




Above: Petty 
Officer 3rd 
Class Stephen 
Clulee 
removes a 
torpedo from 
a holding tube 
aboard the 
destroyer USS 
Donald Cook 
on Saturday 
during Dogu 
Akdeniz. 

Left: A Turkish 
tugboat 
guides the 
USS Donald 
Cook on 
Nov. 9 as the 
ship departs 
Aksaz, Turkey, 
for the Dogu 
Akdeniz 
exercise in the 
Mediterranean 
Sea. 
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Carlos JiMENEz/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


F-35B Lightning II stealth fighters are seen Nov. 9 at Marine Corps 
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan. 

16 high-tech F-35B 
stealth fighters now 
deployed in Japan 


By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

The Marine Corps finished 
deploying a squadron of state-of- 
the-art stealth fighters to Japan 
on Wednesday with the arrival of 
three F-35B Lighting IIs at Ma¬ 
rine Corps Air Station Iwakuni. 

Marine Fighter Attack Squad¬ 
ron 121, which began flying its F- 
35Bs to the air station in January, 
now has a full complement of 16 
aircraft. 

The squadron — which five 
years ago became the first in 
the Marine Corps to receive the 
high-tech, single-engine, single¬ 
seat, multirole jets — also be¬ 
came the first forward-deployed 
F-35 squadron when it moved to 
Iwakuni from Marine Corps Air 
Station Yuma, Ariz. 

The fighters bring strategic 
agility, operational flexibility and 
tactical supremacy to III Marine 
Expeditionary Force, a Marine 
Corps statement said. 

The F-35B used by the Marines 
is a short-takeoff, vertical-land¬ 
ing aircraft meant to replace the 
F/A-18 Hornet, the AV-8B Har¬ 
rier and the EA-6B Prowler. The 
Marines’ version of the jet recent¬ 
ly was joined in Japan by the Air 
Force’s F-35A, which lacks the 
helicopter-like capabilities of the 
B variant. 

A dozen F-35As from Utah’s 
34th Fighter Squadron will work 
out of Kadena Air Base for six 



An F-35B Lightning II stealth 
fighter with Marine Fighter 
Attack Squadron 121 arrives 
Wednesday at Marine Corps Air 
Station Iwakuni. 

months to help “demonstrate the 
continuing U.S. commitment to 
stability and security in the re¬ 
gion,” the Air Force said in a 
statement. 

Like with most new platforms, 
the fighter’s development was 
plagued with issues, and at one 
point President Donald Trump 
indicated he might scrap the pro¬ 
gram altogether. 

This week. Congress approved 
a $700 billion defense bill that 
provides money for 90 F-35s. Ja¬ 
pan’s Defense Ministry included 
a $797 million request for six F- 
35As in this year’s budget. 

cook. leon(i)stripes.com 


Trump visit boosts ties with 
S. Korea; differences remain 



By Kim Gamel 
Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump stayed large¬ 
ly on script during his two-day 
trip to South Korea. He was tough 
on North Korea, but the words 
“Little Rocket Man” weren’t ut¬ 
tered. No threats of unilateral 
military action were made. 

Trump smiled and shook hands 
with his South Korean counter¬ 
part, Moon Jae-in, as they pledged 
to cooperate against the growing 
menace from 

AKIAIVCIC North. Any 
ANALToIo gaps between 
them were kept 
out of view. 

Experts said the visit last week 
gave a boost to frayed ties be¬ 
tween the decades-old allies, but 
key differences remain over se¬ 
curity and trade. 

“The message was that the U. S.- 
South Korean alliance is solid and 
Trump and Moon share the posi¬ 
tion of maximum sanctions on 
the North Korean nuclear issue,” 
said Yun Duk Min, a former head 
of the Korea . 

National Diplo¬ 
matic Academy. 

While Trump 
and Moon agree 
on the need to 
increase eco¬ 
nomic pres¬ 
sure to curb the 
North’s nuclear 
weapons pro¬ 
gram, they dif¬ 
fer over the diplomatic approach. 

Moon, the son of North Korean 
refugees and a former human 
rights attorney, seeks engagement 
and dialogue with Pyongyang 
— something Trump has dispar¬ 
aged as “talk of appeasement.” 

Trump, meanwhile, has issued 
a string of bellicose statements 
and tweets, including threats to 
unleash “fire and fury” and to 
“totally destroy” the communist 
state. He also called North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un “little rocket 
man” in a speech to world leaders 
at the U.N. General Assembly. 

Many South Koreans breathed 
a sigh of relief when Trump 
showed relative restraint as he 
addressed the National Assembly 
in Seoul, about 35 miles south of 
the heavily fortified border that 
divides the peninsula. 

Trump denounced the North 
Korean regime as a “cruel dicta¬ 
torship” and “a hell that no per¬ 
son deserves.” But he said despite 
that “we will offer a path towards 
a much better future” if Pyong¬ 
yang agrees to “complete, verifi¬ 
able and total denuclearization.” 

North Korea insists its nucle¬ 
ar and missile development ef¬ 
forts are not up for negotiation. 
The isolated regime’s main ally, 
China, has proposed a so-called 
“freeze for a freeze,” in which 
the North would agree to sus¬ 
pend its programs in return for 
a halt to joint U.S.-South Korean 
military exercises to pave the 


Trump 


way for dialogue. 

‘Korea Passing’ 

South Korea’s presidential 
office said the two leaders “in¬ 
creased their mutual trust and the 
level of closeness” as they drank 
tea together, met with US. and 
South Korean troops and toasted 
each other at a state banquet. 

They also “reaffirmed coopera¬ 
tion for the peaceful resolution of 
the North Korean nuclear issue” 
and efforts to persuade the North 
to return to long-stalled talks, it 
said. 

Concerns also are high in Seoul 
that it may be left out of the equa¬ 
tion as Trump enjoys a chummier 
relationship with Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe and tries to 
curry favor with Chinese leader 
Xi Jinping. Editorial writers 
refer to the fears of South Korea’s 
diplomatic isolation as “Korea 
Passing.” 

Moon, who vowed never to allow 
another war on the peninsula, has 
been particularly worried that 
the U.S. could try to conduct an 
attack against the North without 
seeking his permission. 

But the liberal leader has been 
forced to harden his positions as 
the North test-fired two intercon¬ 
tinental ballistic missiles in July 
and conducted its sixth and most 
powerful nuclear test Sept. 3. 

Yun, a professor at the Han- 
kuk University of Foreign Stud¬ 
ies in Seoul, said Trump offered 
welcome assurances that South 
Korea is an important ally. 

“But there’s still a worry that 
maybe the U.S. and China may 
make a m^or deal over the North 
Korean nuclear issue without 
South Korea, or maybe the U.S. 
will use its military options,” he 
added. 

Trump’s visit yielded tangible 
progress in healing the rifts. The 
two sides agreed that South Korea 
can develop larger payloads for 
its missiles, something that’s 
regulated in their bilateral agree¬ 
ment. The U.S. also has agreed to 
rotate more powerful assets such 
as aircraft carriers and bombers 
to the area as a show of force to 
deter North Korean aggression. 

Trump acknowledged the South 
Korean government has paid 
for most of the construction of a 
newly expanded U.S. base that 
eventually is to house the bulk of 
American forces in the country. 

He also said 42 South Korean 
companies announced plans to 
invest in U.S. projects worth 
more than $17 billion, and 24 
firms promised to buy $58 billion 
in American goods and services. 

“The U.S. and South Korea 
have different views,” said Park 
Won Gon, a professor at South 
Korea’s Handong Global Univer¬ 
sity. “But overall, they narrowed 
their differences.” 

Differences remain 

Still, cracks in the alliance 


forged in the 1950-53 Korean 
War were clear. 

During his Nov. 7-8 visit. 
Trump called the alliance the 
linchpin in the “Indo-Pacific re¬ 
gion,” a phrase that his adminis¬ 
tration has begun using as part 
of a new strategic concept. The 
term reflects an apparent desire 
for India to play a bigger role in 
regional affairs and to provide a 
possible buffer against China. 

South Korea, which is playing a 
balancing act between Washing¬ 
ton and Beijing, distanced itself 
from the idea after Trump left for 
the next stop on his 12-day Asia 
trip that ended Tuesday. 

“Though the concept of the 
Indo-Pacific region recently pro¬ 
posed by the U.S. does have some 
similarities with our policy of di¬ 
versifying our foreign relations, 
we believe it requires additional 
consultations to see if it was an 
appropriate concept while pursu¬ 
ing our mutual strategic goals,” 
the presidential office said in a 
statement. 

The two sides also face tough 
negotiations over a Free Trade 
Agreement that Trump has called 
a “job killer” and cost-sharing for 
the 28,500 U.S. servicemembers 
based in South Korea. 

Starslind Stripes reporter Yoo Kyong 

Chang contributed to this report. 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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Senate sends $700B defense bill to Trump 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — In a quick 
voice vote, the Senate on Thurs¬ 
day approved a massive defense 
bill, sending a nearly $700 bil¬ 
lion plan that would enact raises 
for servicemembers, increase 
the size of the military, fund new 
ships and aircraft and authorize 
new spending on missile defense, 
to the president’s desk ahead of 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 

Though the plan overcame a 
significant hurdle Thursday, it 
sets the stage for a new fight on 
how to fund the mqjor increase in 
military spending. The plan busts 
budgetary caps and would need 
special legislative action to fund 
all the new priorities. 

The 2018 fiscal year plan in¬ 
cludes a 2.4 percent pay increase 
for servicemembers, necessary 
retention pay and bonuses and 
covers costly repairs for two Navy 
ships involved recently in deadly 
crashes. 

The plan was approved by a 
conference committee of Senate 
and House members last week, 
sending it to the lower chamber 
for approval on Tuesday and its 
subsequent passage in the upper 
chamber. 

Congressional conference 


committee members who nego¬ 
tiated the deal have lauded the 
plans under the defense bill, also 
known as the National Defense 
Authorization Act, or NDAA. It 
authorizes funding for the De¬ 
partment of Defense and national 
security programs through the 
Department of Energy. 

“Unfortunately, as the world has 
become more dangerous, we have 
cut the resources for our troops,” 
House Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee Chairman Rep. Mac Thorn- 
berry, R-Texas, said in a statement 
following the bill’s House passage 
Tuesday. “It will take more than 
one year and more than one bill to 
rebuild the strength that we have 
squandered, but the Constitution 
explicitly tasks the Congress with 
doing just that. This (bill) is an 
important start. It begins to re¬ 
build our military strength; it 
gives our troops a much-needed 
pay raise; it replaces equipment 
that is just too broken to keep 
fixing.” 

However, the proposal sur¬ 
passes the budget cap of $549 
billion for defense spending and 
will require new congressional 
action to be enacted. Otherwise, 
the proposed budget could trig¬ 
ger automatic, across-the-board 
spending cuts. 

“Unless we follow the NDAA 


with an appropriations bill at the 
same levels, none of this work can 
begin,” Thornberry warned. “Se¬ 
curing those appropriations must 
be Congress’ top priority before 
the year ends.” 

The bill comprises a base bud¬ 
get of more than $620 billion, 
with $66 billion in a warfight¬ 
ing account not subject to budget 
caps called the Overseas Contin¬ 
gency Operations fund and an¬ 
other $8 billion for other defense 
activities. 

It surpassed President Donald 
Trump’s defense funding request 
by $26 billion. Earlier this year, 
the administration proposed a 
defense budget of $668 billion, a 5 
percent increase over last year’s 
spending plan. Last week, Trump 
asked to boost his original mili¬ 
tary funding request. 

The budget also passed on 
some proposals, declining on a 
House plan for the creation of a 
Space Corps, a new military ser¬ 
vice that would be an arm of the 
Air Force. 

The defense budget directs 
$26.2 billion for 14 new ships and 
$10.1 billion for the purchase of 
90 Joint Strike Fighters, which is 
20 more than the administration’s 
request. It directs another $5.9 
billion for Virginia-class sub¬ 
marines, $5.6 billion for Arleigh 


Burke-class destroyers, $4.4 bil¬ 
lion for aircraft carriers, $3.1 
billion for Army helicopters and 
$1.9 billion for procuring 24 F/A- 
18 Super Hornets. 

The plan increases the military 
force by adding 7,500 soldiers 
to the Army and another 1,000 
to the Marine Corps. It also in¬ 
creases the Army Reserve force 
by 500 and adds 500 to the Army 
National Guard. 

The plan authorizes $141.8 
billion for military personnel, 
including the cost of pay, allow¬ 
ances, bonuses, death benefits 
and change-of-station moves. It 
authorizes another $33.7 billion 
for the Defense Health Program 
and reauthorizes 30 types of bo¬ 
nuses and payments linked to 
recruiting. 

It streamlines the Pentagon 
administration and details a new 
No. 3 position that goes into ef¬ 
fect at the Pentagon next year 
for a chief management officer 
to direct business reforms. It also 
formalizes a first-time auditing 
process for the department, and it 
directs the secretary of defense to 
address a backlog of 700,000 de¬ 
partmental security clearances. 

The defense bill directs for the 
funding of repairs to the destroy¬ 
ers USS Fitzgerald and the USS 
John S. McCain. Both ships were 


badly damaged in separate, dead¬ 
ly crashes during the summer 
that left 17 sailors dead. 

In July, the House approved a 
$696 billion defense budget, while 
the Senate approved a nearly $700 
billion plan in September. 

Still, many of the efforts must 
overcome budget caps to move 
forward. 

In September, Congress ap¬ 
proved a temporary funding 
measure that gave Congress at 
least three months to approve a 
new overall spending plan for fis¬ 
cal 2018, which started Oct. 1. 

But that also meant a new 
military budget was on the clock. 
Congress has until December to 
come up with a deal to fund its 
$700 billion defense proposal or it 
might have to delay its spending 
plans again. 

Congress has been here before. 
Former President Barack Obama 
signed the 2017 defense policy 
plan on Dec. 23, 2016. But faced 
with another round of delays, a 
$1.1 trillion omnibus government 
spending bill that included the 
defense budget wasn’t approved 
until May. Until then, military 
operations were kept afloat by a 
short-term funding bill — as is 
the case now. 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 
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A Piper L-4 Cub and a L-39C Albatros sit 
turned-air show performer. 


Photos by Michael S. DARNELL/Stars and Stripes 

in a hangar in southern Maryiand. Both aircraft belong to Art Nalls, a retired Marine test pilot- 



Everybody remembers where they were 
the first time they saw a Harrier come to 
a stop at about 100 feet, back up, turn 
around and either take off or land, f 


Art Nalls 

retired Marine Corps pilot 


Nalls flies his Sea Harrier FA.2 during a performance in 2017. 


Flying: 

Harrier soars 
to popularity 
at air shows 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

“I’ve flown lots of different 
aircraft,” he said. “But the Har¬ 
rier has been my absolute favorite 
airplane.” 

Nalls, a Naval Academy gradu¬ 
ate, received his pilot’s wings in 
1979. He was assigned to the Ma¬ 
rine air station at Cherry Point, 
N.C., where he would become 
part of the team of pilots training 
on the relatively new Harrier jet. 

“At that time — the late ’70s 
— the Harrier didn’t have a very 
good reputation,” he said, refer¬ 
ring to its record for crashing. “In 
fact, when they read my orders 
out loud, a lot of the other pilots 
that were going to A-4s and vari¬ 
ous other fleet airplanes started 
making ‘dead bug’ jokes about 
it.” 

Harrier AV-8A squadrons were 
put into action by the Marine 
Corps in early 1971. The VTOL 
capabilities made the craft a 
natural addition to air wings and 
it remains in action to this day, 
although its days are numbered, 
thanks to the introduction of the 
F-35. 

Nalls spent five years flying 
the Harrier in conditions ranging 
from the austere to what passes 
as everyday for a fighter pilot. He 
said he has landed the jet on ev¬ 
erything from grass to roadways 
to ships. 

“I had a chance to do all of 
that, whereas some of my con¬ 
temporaries were probably get¬ 
ting more flight time but they 
weren’t getting as much experi¬ 
ence at being what a real Marine 
is — where you’re using this thing 
as a combat weapons system,” he 
said. 

He became a test pilot in 1985, 
working as a Marine pilot for the 
Air Force at Edwards Air Force 
Base in California. He flew 63 
aircraft over a year, everything 
from bombers to cargo planes. 
When his tour of duty was up, he 
was assigned to be part of the ini¬ 
tial cadre for the new AV-8B Har¬ 
rier II. 

“As a young test pilot, being 
thrown into that environment, I 
couldn’t have asked for anything 
better,” Nalls said. “I thoroughly 
enjoyed that work.” 

It came to an abrupt end when 
one morning he woke up with a 
medical condition that kept him 
from flying. He said he preferred 
to keep that condition private, but 
it was a real blow to a man who 
had spent his entire career among 
the clouds. 

“My entire life had been as 
a Marine pilot, and now, in the 
blink of an eye. I’m grounded,” he 
said. Nalls spent the remainder of 
career in different jobs, includ¬ 
ing one working out a protocol 
to standardize investigation into 
Gulf War Syndrome. 

But his heart was in flying. 
“Obviously, I wasn’t flying at that 


time and that was the real love of 
my life,” Nalls said. 

He retired as a lieutenant colo¬ 
nel and soon found his way back 
into a cockpit. 

“I went to an air show and saw 
people flying and thought, ‘Well, I 
can do that,”’ he said. 

The medical condition that kept 
him from flying was cleared up 
by a civilian surgeon. 


“After I healed, the problems 
were gone, and I was able to pass 
a FAA flight physical and began 
flying again,” he said. “So now 
I’m a student with a couple thou¬ 
sand hours in different types of 
airplanes and I’ve enjoyed that 
ever since.” 

Nalls, with his extensive flight 
time, moved into the air show 
business. Eventually, he was able 


to purchase his own aircraft, the 
first being a Russian-made YAK- 
3. The problem was that produc¬ 
ers of the shows weren’t too keen 
on having a Russian aircraft at 
American events. That wasn’t as 
much of a problem for his next 
craft, the L-39, he said. That had 
dual controls, meaning he could 
take others up in the craft. 

That was more attractive to air 
show runners, but still not as pop¬ 
ular as the craft he spent years 
flying for the Marine Corps. The 
Harrier was extremely popular. 

“It steals the show,” Nalls said. 
“Everybody remembers where 
they were the first time they saw 
a Harrier come to a stop at about 
100 feet, back up, turn around 
and either take off or land.” 

So, he went on the search for a 
Harrier of his own. Nalls got a hit 
in 2006. The British military was 
selling off surplus Sea Harriers at 
the time. Nalls went to what was 
then RAF Bentwaters, near Suf¬ 


folk, England. He signed a one- 
page contract and was soon on 
his way back to the states with a 
mostly intact Harrier jet. He and 
his team of volunteer crewmem¬ 
bers spent thousands of hours — 
one estimate puts it at 5,000 hours 

— getting it in working order. 

Nalls has a team of five other pi¬ 
lots and mechanics who volunteer 
to help with his air show business. 
Nalls Aviation and Team SHAR 

— British shorthand for Sea 
Harrier — perform at air shows 
across the U.S. 

He’s a popular guy. AARP re¬ 
cently released the first episode of 
an ongoing documentary on Nalls 
and his crew. YouTube is full of 
clips of him wowing audiences 
with what he says is the only ci¬ 
vilian-owned Harrier. He said he 
plans on flying for as long as he 
can. 

Not a bad way to spend a 
retirement. 

darnell.michael@stripes.com 
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NATO: Goal 
is stability in 
Afghanistan 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

“There’s still a lot of violence 
in Afghanistan but at the same 
time we’ve seen a lot of important 
progress,” Stoltenberg said. “The 
Afghans are now able to respond 
every time the insurgents and the 
Taliban attack. ... They have also 
been able to prevent the insur¬ 
gents or Taliban from taking over 
any of the provincial capitals, 
which was a strategic goal of the 
Taliban this year.” 

NATO countries are under pres¬ 
sure from U.S. and NATO leaders 
to beef up their commitments. De¬ 
fense Secretary Jim Mattis sent 
letters to some allies in recent 
weeks urging them to fill critical 
gaps. Stoltenberg said Qatar and 
the UAE will send troops. 

The additional trainers are 
critical to reaching the stated U.S. 
and NATO goal of building up the 
Afghan forces so they can take 
control of their own country’s se¬ 
curity. At the same time, officials 
want to use the increased military 
pressure to force Taliban leaders 
to the peace table. 

“We strongly believe the best 
way to stabilize Afghanistan is 
to enable Afghans to stabilize the 
country themselves,” Stoltenberg 
said. 

The 16,000 NATO number does 
not include other support missions 
or counterterrorism operations 
against the Taliban, Islamic State 
militants and other insurgents. 

At least 15,000 U.S. forces are 
in Afghanistan after President 
Donald Trump decided to send 
about 3,800 troops to the country 
this fall to strengthen efforts to 
advise Afghan forces and conduct 
counterterrorism missions. 


Lithuanian Aimy Pvt. Andrew Bondarenko stands guard during 
Exercise Allied Spirit. 


SUN OPTICAL COMPANY 

PRESCRIPTION GLASSES, 
SUNGLASSES & CONTACT LENSES 

suiioptical@hotmail.com 09:30 ~ 20:00 
TEL: 031-611-1001 (Closed Tuesday) 


Troops challenged in Allied Spirit 
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Stars and Stripes 

HOHENFELS, Germany — 
Over the past week, this eastern 
Germany training area trans¬ 
formed into an imaginary battle¬ 
ground where Lithuanian soldiers 
have led an effort to stave off a 
fictional enemy force. 

The mock battle, part of Exer¬ 
cise Allied Spirit, began Nov. 11, 
and will continue until Saturday. 
It involves about 4,000 soldiers 
from 13 NATO allies and partner 
nations fighting a defensive battle 
in a hilly forest. 

“Allied Spirit gives other NATO 
members a chance to lead a mul¬ 
tinational effort to defend NATO 
and increase our ability to work 
together effectively,” said Lt. Col. 
Steven Dowgielewicz, senior of¬ 
ficer for sustainment, observing 
and coaching at Combat Training 
Center Hohenfels. 

The mock scenario strains the 
soldiers almost to the point of col¬ 
lapse, he said. 

“If soldiers go into training that 
they always win, then they don’t 
learn anything,” Dowgielewicz 
said. “It’s just at the threshold 
of failure that the real learning 
occurs.” 

The defenders are a mix of Eu¬ 
ropean soldiers and Americans, 
including a Lithuanian command 
element, Italian artillery and Slo¬ 
venian biological and chemical 
specialists. 


Your Solution for Healthcare 
Overseas and at Home 


U.S. Army soldiers discuss their mock defensive battle during Exercise Allied Spirit at Hohenfels, 
Germany, on Wednesday. 
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Aii benefits are subject to the definitions, iimitations and exciusions set forth in the 
Federai brochure. 


Soldiers on the ground are 
facing a mock enemy played by 
American soldiers. The opposing 
force doesn’t let up at night or in 
the cold. 

“The (opposition forces) are 
using everything out here,” Dow¬ 
gielewicz said. 

The threats include the usual 
enemy aircraft and armored ve¬ 
hicles, along with a hostile local 
population, skilled sniper fire 


and drones that scout out their 
locations. 

“The (opposition forces) are 
really good at what they do,” 
Dowgielewicz said. “They make 
life hard for the soldiers going 
through the training.” 

The hard fighting puts stress 
on logistics as well. 

“A soldier on the ground with no 
food and a tank on the battlefield 
with no fuel — that’s the thresh¬ 
old of failure we never want to 
see,” Dowgielewicz said. 

Army trainers monitor the situ¬ 
ation to make sure it never comes 
to that point. 

During a freak snowstorm that 
came on after a hard rain on the 
second day of mock battle, sol¬ 
diers had to dig defensive positions 
while wet and extremely cold. 


The observer coach trainers, 
recognizing the risk of hypother¬ 
mia, dialed back the intensity of 
the fighting so the soldiers had a 
quick respite to dry their clothes. 

With the tough fighting and on¬ 
going logistical challenges, one 
might think the soldiers are hav¬ 
ing a terrible time, but that’s not 
the case, Dowgielewicz said. 

“These soldiers didn’t join the 
Army to pick up trash on base and 
go to the (post exchange),” Dow¬ 
gielewicz said. “Tankers want to 
drive their tanks and shoot. In¬ 
fantry want to attack the enemy. 
They joined the Army to be a sol¬ 
dier. And this is where they get to 
do it.” 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Senator prods 
officials over 
Afghan projects 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A key sena¬ 
tor is demanding top administra¬ 
tion officials explain why their 
federal agencies haven’t made 
necessary fixes to address nearly 
$400 million in U.S.-funded proj¬ 
ects in Afghanistan now on the 
verge of failure. 

On Wednesday, Sen. Claire Mc- 
Caskill, D-Mo., the top-ranking 
Democrat on the Senate Home¬ 
land Security and Government 
Affairs Committee, asked Secre¬ 
tary of State Rex Tillerson and 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
to explain why more isn’t being 
done to thwart the costly loss. 

The projects range from a 25- 
mile road in Helmand province to 
justice centers to power improve¬ 
ments throughout the country, 
according to a report from a US. 
watchdog group. 

The projects were authorized 
in January 2011 without realistic 
cost estimates or comprehensive 
plans for sustainability and lacked 
Afghan government resources to 
support the plans, the Special In¬ 
spector General for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction, or SIGAR, said 
in its quarterly report issued Oct. 
30. 

McCaskill has asked Tillerson 
and Mattis to explain the poten¬ 
tial failures and why more isn’t 
being done to avert the costly 
loss. 

“SIGAR reports that all six 
projects, with a combined invest¬ 
ment of nearly $400 million in 
US. taxpayer dollars, are at risk 
of failure because they are not 
being sustained once completed 
and transferred to the Afghan 
government,” McCaskill said in 
the letters. The Defense and State 
departments, along with the US. 
Agency for International Devel¬ 
opment, “failed to develop com¬ 
prehensive sustainment plans, 
leaving it to the Afghan govern¬ 
ment, which does not possess the 
resources to do so.” 

Congressauthorizedtheprojects 
more than six years ago as part of 
the Afghanistan Infrastructure 
Program to enable the US., led 
by the three key federal agencies, 
to execute large-scale infrastruc¬ 
ture projects in support of the US. 
counterinsurgency strategy and 
civilian-mihtary campaign in the 
country, the report said. 

The Afghanistan Infrastruc¬ 
ture Fund has drawn $1.3 billion 
between 2011 and 2014. The six 
2011 projects are: 

■ A 25-mile, 23-foot-wide 
paved road from Nawa to Lash- 
kar Gah in the southern region. 

■ Five provincial justice cen¬ 


ters in five Afghan capitals. 

■ A diesel-powered-generator 
project in Kandahar City. 

■ A power system improve¬ 
ment project in the Helmand and 
Kandahar provinces in the south¬ 
east region. 

■ A power system improve¬ 
ment project in the Ghazni and 
Kabul provinces in the northeast 
region. 

■ Transmission line and tower 
improvements in the eastern por¬ 
tion of the country in the Kabul, 
Logar and Paktiya provinces. 

The projects were approved 
with the expectation that the De¬ 
fense and State departments and 
USAID would install plans for 
the Afghan government to sus¬ 
tain them, the report said. That 
was not the case, SIGAR said. 

“Those plans were missing a 
number of critical elements, in¬ 
cluding realistic cost estimates 
for maintenance of each project, 
a reliability assessment of the 
planned source of sustainment 
funding for each project, and ca¬ 
pacity assessments of the Afghan 
government entity responsible for 
each project,” the report said. 

The Defense and State de¬ 
partments did not develop plans 
to sustain three of the projects 
after transfer to the Afghans, Mc¬ 
Caskill noted. A remaining three 
projects are incomplete and up to 
five years behind schedule, and 
also lack any plans for the Afghan 
government to sustain them once 
transferred, she said. 

Also, the projects lack perfor¬ 
mance metrics to determine their 
success. 

While SIGAR made recom¬ 
mendations to improve oversight, 
the agencies indicated they will 
decline implementing some of 
those changes. And McCaskill 
wants to know why. 

“You can’t just throw hundreds 
of millions of taxpayer dollars at 
a project and hope all goes well, 
but that’s what the government is 
doing,” McCaskill said in a state¬ 
ment. “Many of these projects 
are behind schedule; all six of 
them are at risk of failure — the 
departments of State and Defense 
need to step up their oversight 
now.” 

A 2013 US. strategic guidance 
had underscored the importance 
of improving the Afghan govern¬ 
ment’s capacity to maintain and 
sustain investments in infrastruc¬ 
ture as a way to promote eco¬ 
nomic growth, SIGAR said. The 
agencies had developed plans to 
sustain the projects, which were 
included in the 2011 notification 
to Congress. 

gristles.claudla@strrpes.com 

Twitter: @cgrisales 
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Afghan security personnel arrive Thursday at the site of a deadly suicide bombing in Kabul, Afghanistan. 


Suicide bomber kills 14 people at 
political meeting in Afghanistan 


Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A sui¬ 
cide bomber killed 14 people at a 
political gathering in the Afghan 
capital on Thursday in an attack 
claimed by Islamic State. 

Kabul police spokesman Basir 
Mujahid said another 18 people 
were wounded, and that the ca¬ 
sualties included security forces 
and civilians. Interior Ministry 
spokesman Nqjib Danish said the 
attacker struck at the entrance to 
the wedding hall where the event 
was being held. 


ISIS claimed the attack in a 
statement carried by its Aamaq 
news agency. The Taliban denied 
involvement. 

Parliament member Hafiz 
Mansoor, who attended the meet¬ 
ing but was not harmed, said 
about 700 supporters of the gov¬ 
ernor of the northern Balkh prov¬ 
ince were attending a conference 
to highlight his work. 

Afghan security forces have 
struggled to combat the Taliban 
and other insurgents since the 
US. and NATO shifted to a role 
of counterterrorism and support 


at the end of 2014. The Taliban 
have seized a number of districts 
across the country, and both 
groups have carried out mqjor 
attacks. 

Both the Taliban and the ISIS 
affiliate, which is largely made 
up of disgruntled former Tal¬ 
iban fighters, are at war with the 
government. Both groups want 
to impose a harsh version of Is¬ 
lamic law on Afghanistan, but 
they are fiercely divided over 
leadership, tactics and ideology 
and have clashed on a number of 
occasions. 


Survey: Afghans’ optimism up slightly 
despite attacks and stagnant economy 


Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af¬ 
ghans are slightly more optimis¬ 
tic about the future than they 
were last year despite a stagnant 
economy and near-constant at¬ 
tacks by a revitalized Taliban, 
according to the results of a na¬ 
tionwide poll released Tuesday. 

The annual survey by the San 
Francisco-based Asia Founda¬ 
tion, released in Kabul, found 
that 32.8 percent of Afghans be¬ 
lieve their country is moving in 
the right direction, up from 29.3 
percent in 2016. Another 61.2 
percent said the country is head¬ 
ing in the wrong direction, down 
from 65.9 percent — a record 
high — in 2016. 

The foundation acknowledged 
that the slight increase in opti¬ 
mism is “difficult to explain.” 

The country has been mired in 
war since the 2001 U.S.-led inva¬ 
sion. The Taliban have regrouped 
and have driven Afghanistan’s 
beleaguered security forces from 
a number of districts across the 
country. An Islamic State af¬ 
filiate, meanwhile, has carried 
out several attacks targeting 
civilians. 


The foundation polled 10,012 
Afghan men and women in face- 
to-face interviews conducted be¬ 
tween July 5 and July 23 in all 34 
provinces. The poll has a 1.4 per¬ 
cent margin of error. 

“The main finding for this 
year’s survey, if you look at overall 
the public perception, it is starting 
to stabilize in term of how people 
view the future of Afghanistan 
and public optimism is increas¬ 
ing in a variety of areas although 
there are issues around people’s 
desire to leave the country and 
hve abroad if provided with an 
opportunity,” said Abdullah Ah- 
madzai, country representative 
for The Asia Foundation, after an¬ 
nouncing the study in Kabul. 

The findings marked the re¬ 
versal of a decadelong down¬ 
ward trajectory, the foundation 
said. However, most respondents 
expressed concern about the se¬ 
curity and future of the country, 
and 38.8 percent said they would 
leave Afghanistan if they had the 
opportunity, the second-highest 
number recorded since the sur¬ 
vey began in 2004. 

“So overall, 2017 compared to 
2016 shows a trend that is more 
positive and optimistic compared 


to last year, where we had the 
public pessimism at its highest 
and public optimism at its lowest 
levels,” Ahmadzai said. 

Reactions to the survey from 
residents in the capital differed. 
While some didn’t agree with the 
results, university student Mir 
Hussain said it makes sense to 
him that most Afghans are hope¬ 
ful for the future. 

“If we think that our country 
is not moving forward, it is not 
going to help us; we are not will¬ 
ing to move backward,” he said. 
“We are optimistic and our coun¬ 
try has to move forward.” 

Ahmadzai said there are spe¬ 
cific reasons why some Afghans 
are not hopeful for the future. 

“When it comes to public pes¬ 
simism in terms of where they 
see the country is heading, the 
main issues are around security, 
unemployment or the economic 
situation and the fact that the un¬ 
employment rate is reported to be 
quite high in the reporting year.” 

Ahmadzai said confidence in 
public institutions has improved 
slightly, though nearly all Af¬ 
ghans say the country’s rampant 
corruption affects their lives, con¬ 
sistent with last year’s findings. 
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Shooting underscores gaps in military courts 


ANALYSIS 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

Former airman Devin Patrick 
Kelley had choked his wife and 
put a gun to her head. He’d frac¬ 
tured her baby’s skull. He’d made 
threats to his commanders and 
he’d been committed to a mental 
hospital. Those acts foretold Kel¬ 
ley as a potential killer, experts 
say, and make the Air Force’s fail¬ 
ure to enter his name into an FBI 
database especially egregious. 

“You name it, he had every red 
flag they’ve been able to discern 
in the research,” said domestic 
violence expert Andrew Klein, 
who wrote a 2015 manual for pro¬ 
bation officers on dealing with 
domestic vio¬ 
lence offenders, 
including trying 
to predict future 
lethality. “He 
should have been on that data¬ 
base on three different levels.” 

Kelley opened fire with a semi¬ 
automatic rifle inside a Texas 
church on Nov. 5, killing 25, in¬ 
cluding a pregnant woman, and 
injuring 20 more, authorities say. 
He bought the weapon from a San 
Antonio gun store after a back¬ 
ground check came back clean. 
The Air Force has acknowledged 
it failed to enter Kelley’s 2012 
court-martial conviction for do¬ 
mestic violence, which precludes 
firearms possession, into the 
database. 

The Air Force’s failure has 
highlighted potential lapses in 
each service’s required reporting 
to the FBI of domestic violence 
assaults. It also underscores how 
military offenders at risk for fu¬ 
ture violence — particularly do¬ 
mestic abusers — go undetected. 

“Courts-martial are ill- 
equipped, beyond lengthy con¬ 
finement, to confront future 
violence,” said Don Christensen, 
formerly the Air Force’s top 
prosecutor. 

“We don’t have probation of¬ 
ficers,” he said, and military 
judges aren’t authorized to order 
counseling or put other restric¬ 
tions on defendants. 

While domestic violence and 
felony court-martial convictions 
are supposed to be entered into 
the FBI database, administrative 
actions taken against abusers re¬ 
main confidential in accord with 
privacy laws. 

Once a servicemember is dis¬ 
charged, there is zero follow-up, 
Christensen said. 

“When we discharge one of 
these people, he’s no longer our 
problem,” said Lt. Gen. Richard 



Eric Gay/AP 


A graveside service is held Wednesday for members of the Holcombe family, who were killed in the Nov. 
5 shooting at the First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs in Texas. 



Kelley 


Harding, formerly the service’s 
top legal officer. “But these peo¬ 
ple who resort to dispute resolu¬ 
tion at the end of a weapon, when 
we boot them out of the service, 
we do owe society a notice.” 

Kelley is at least the third for¬ 
mer servicemember in the past 
16 months accused of murder in a 
mass shoot¬ 
ing. All three 
had histories 
of domes¬ 
tic violence 
violence 
against 

L A women. 

Micah 
Johnson, 
whom the 
I Army sent 
home in the 
middle of a 
2014 Afghanistan tour after he 
so severely sexually harassed a 
woman she was granted a pro¬ 
tection order, killed five Dallas 
police officers and wounded nine 
more in July of last year. 

Johnson, who was killed by 
police, had been honorably 
discharged. 

Esteban Santiago, the former 
Army National Guard soldier ac¬ 
cused of gunning down 11 people 
at the Fort Lauderdale airport in 
January, killing five, had the year 
before been arrested for choking 
his girlfriend. 

Santiago, now awaiting trial, 
wasn’t prosecuted for the assault. 

Klein said that scores of mass 
shooters whose crimes were at¬ 
tributed in the media to mental 
illness, post-traumatic stress dis¬ 
order, racial animus, anti-abor¬ 
tion beliefs or terrorism had all 


abused wives or girlfriends. 

“It’s a myth that domestic 
violence is confined to the fam¬ 
ily,” Klein said. “These are very 
disturbed, violent people. They 
practice in the home, then they 
move outward. The home is like 
an incubator.” 

In at least 54 percent of mass 
shootings from 2009 to 2016, the 
shooters killed intimate partners 
or other family members, accord¬ 
ing to an analysis by Everytown 
for Gun Safety. Mass shoot¬ 
ings were defined as those with 
four fatalities, not including the 
shooter. 

The same analysis found that 
16 percent of mass shooters had 
previously been charged with do¬ 
mestic violence. 

Domestic violence convictions 
were added to the list of catego¬ 
ries precluding people from pos¬ 
sessing firearms and ammunition 
by a 1996 law. 

“We know that the weapon of 
choice for lethal domestic vio¬ 
lence is guns. That’s why it’s so 
important to disarm these guys,” 
Klein said. 

Other factors significantly in¬ 
creasing the likelihood an abuser 
will kill are previous threats to 
kill, previous gun assaults and 
prior attempts to strangle. Re¬ 
search has also found that male 
abusers are more likely to kill 
if they are not the fathers of the 
children in the household, Klein 
said. 

Kelley’s case involved all those 
factors. 

Christensen said other mis¬ 
takes in the Kelley case contrib¬ 
uted to the tragic outcome. 

Gen. Robin Rand, Kelley’s 


court-martial convening author¬ 
ity, erred by allowing a mili¬ 
tary jury — with few sentencing 
guidelines and no experience 
— to sentence Kelley as part of 
a pre-trial agreement after he 
pleaded guilty. 

Convening authorities almost 
always require judicial sentenc¬ 
ing for plea agreements, he said. 
A judge would have given Kelley 
a tougher sentence, including a 
dishonorable discharge, he said. 
Those discharges, which also 
preclude firearms possession, 
would have been entered into the 
FBI database. 

Air Force officials haven’t ex¬ 
plained why Kelley’s records 
were not entered and say they are 
doing an audit. 

The Pentagon is also investi¬ 
gating whether the other servic¬ 
es have failed to follow the law 
to enter domestic violence and 
felony convictions into the FBI 
database. 

On Wednesday, Army officials 
said up to 20 percent of its federal 
convictions were not reported. 
Previous inspector general re¬ 
ports have put the failure rate 
higher. 

Some states have also been 
“negligent reporters” of domestic 
violence assaults to the FBI da¬ 
tabase, Klein said, but the focus 
on the Air Force failure could 
change that. 

“There was a myth that but for 
the fact they’re abusive to their 
intimate partners, these guys are 
law-abiding citizens,” Klein said. 
“Obviously, that’s not true.” 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 
Twitter: @montgomerynance 


‘A problem 
across 
all the 
services’ 

By Lolita C. Baldor 
AND Robert Burns 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Army’s 
top general said Wednesday his 
service has failed in a “significant 
amount” of cases to alert the FBI 
to soldiers’ criminal history. 

The statement by Gen. Mark 
Milley, the Army chief of staff, 
was the most concrete indication 
that the problem is not confined 
to the Air Force. That military 
branch acknowledged last week 
that it had failed to tell the FBI 
about the assault conviction of 
Devin Patrick Kelley, a former 
airman who killed 26 people in 
a Texas church on Nov. 5. That 
failure made it possible for Kelley 
to acquire weapons that federal 
law prohibited him from buy¬ 
ing or possessing after his 2012 
conviction. 

“There are gaps and failures on 
our part to report in to the FBI,” 
Milley said in an exchange with 
reporters at the Pentagon. 

“We have a significant amount 
of omissions,” he added. “It clear¬ 
ly tells us that we need to tighten 
up.” 

Milley was not specific about 
the kinds or number of cases that 
have not been reported to the FBI 
as required. At one point he said 
the Army’s problem is “not too 
bad,” but he also said “the per¬ 
centage is too high” and it needs 
to be addressed. 

“It’s probably in the 10 to 20 
percent” range, he said, add¬ 
ing he would provide a firmer, 
more specific number when it’s 
available. 

“It’s not just an Air Force prob¬ 
lem,” he said. “This is a problem 
across all the services where we 
have gaps in reporting criminal 
activity of people in service.” 

The day after the Texas church 
shooting. Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis ordered the Pentagon’s 
inspector general to review the 
handling of criminal records in 
the Kelley case. The airman was 
convicted of assaulting his then- 
wife and stepson. He was sen¬ 
tenced to 12 months in jail and 
given a bad-conduct discharge, 
which was completed in 2014. 

















Page 10 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Friday, November 17,2017 


Ex-defense 
chiefs warn 
against tax 
proposal 


NATION 


Trump prods House 
GOP on tax bill; 
Senate fate hazy 



Jacquelyn Martin/AP 


President Donald Trump walks Thursday with House Speaker Paul 
Ryan, R-Wis., as they leave a meeting with House Republicans on 
Capitol Hill in Washington. 


By Alan Fram 
AND Marcy Gordon 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump urged House Re¬ 
publicans Thursday to approve 
a near $1.5 trillion tax overhaul 
as the party prepared to drive 
the measure through the House. 
Across the Capitol, Democrats 
pointed to new numbers show¬ 
ing the Senate version of the plan 
would boost taxes on lower and 
middle-income Americans. 

“He told us that we have this 
once-in-a lifetime opportunity to 
do something really bold, and he 
reminded us that is why we seek 
these offices,” Rep. Steve Womack, 
R-Ark., said of Trump’s closed- 
door pep rally. “And here we are 
on the cusp of getting something 
really important done.” 

House passage seemed as¬ 
sured for the measure cutting 
the 35 percent corporate tax rate 
to 20 percent and reducing per¬ 
sonal tax rates while erasing and 
shrinking some deductions. Pro¬ 
jected federal deficits would grow 
by $1.5 trillion during the coming 
decade 

But a similar plan approaching 
approval by the Senate Finance 
Committee encountered its latest 
obstacle, this time in the form of 
fresh projections from Congress’ 
nonpartisan tax analysts. 

The new numbers from Con¬ 
gress’ Joint Committee on Taxa¬ 
tion showed that beginning in 
2021, many families earning 


under $30,000 annually would 
face higher taxes under the Senate 
package. By 2027, families mak¬ 
ing less than $75,000 would face 
tax boosts while those making 
more would enjoy lower levies. 

Oregon Sen. Ron Wyden, top 
Democrat on the finance panel, 
said the new projections showed 
the tax bill was “just shameful” 
because middle-class families 
would “get hammered.” 

Republicans attributed the new 
figures to two Senate provisions. 
One would end the measure’s per¬ 
sonal tax cuts starting in 2026, a 
step GOP leaders took to contain 
the measure’s costs. 

The other would abolish the Af¬ 
fordable Care Act requirement 
that people buy health coverage 
or pay tax penalties. 

Eliminating those fines is ex¬ 
pected to mean fewer people 
would obtain federally subsidized 
policies, and the tax analysts con¬ 
sider a reduction in those subsi¬ 
dies to count as a tax increase. 
The nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office has projected that 
would result in 13 million more 
uninsured people by 2027, mak¬ 
ing the provision a political risk 
for some lawmakers. 

Republicans on the Finance 
panel showed no signs of backing 
down. Sen. John Thune, R-S.D., 
argued that the same Taxation 
Committee tables showed that 
higher earners were still bearing 
a large share of the overall tax 
burden. 

The figures were released a 


day after Ron Johnson, of Wis¬ 
consin, became the first Republi¬ 
can senator to say he opposed the 
GOP bill, complaining that it left 
taxes too high on some corpora¬ 
tions and partnerships. 

Besides Johnson, Republican 
Sens. Susan Collins, of Maine; 
Jeff Flake and John McCain, of 
Arizona; Bob Corker, of Tennes¬ 
see; and Lisa Murkowski, of Alas¬ 
ka, have yet to commit to backing 
the tax measure. 

Republicans controlling the 
Senate 52-48 can approve the 
legislation with just 50 votes, plus 
tie-breaking support from Vice 
President Mike Pence. With solid 
Democratic opposition likely, that 
means they can lose just two GOP 
votes — a precarious figure. 

Even before the new numbers 
came out, some House Republi¬ 
cans spoke warily of what might 
happen to the tax bill in the 
Senate. 

“Political survival depends on 
us doing this.” said Rep. Kevin 
Cramer, R-N.D. “Frankly, one of 
the things that scares me a little 
bit is that they’re going to screw 
up the bill to the point we can’t 
pass it.” 


Ending the Senate bill’s tax 
cuts for individuals in 2026, de¬ 
rided by Democrats as a gim¬ 
mick, was designed to pare the 
bill’s long-term costs. Legisla¬ 
tion cannot boost budget deficits 
after 10 years if it is to qualify for 
Senate procedures barring bill¬ 
killing filibusters. Those delays 
take 60 votes to block, numbers 
Republicans lack. 

The Senate Finance panel was 
on track to approve its proposal 
by week’s end. 

A small group of House Re¬ 
publicans largely from New York 
and New Jersey rebelled because 
the House plan would erase tax 
deductions for state and local in¬ 
come and sales taxes and would 
hmit property tax deductions to 
$ 10 , 000 . 

Their numbers seemed insuf¬ 
ficient to derail the bill. Asked 
if they could stop it. Rep. Peter 
King, R-N.Y, shook his head and 
said, “I don’t think so.” 

The House measure would col¬ 
lapse today’s seven personal in¬ 
come-tax rates into four: 12, 25, 
35 and 39.6 percent. The Senate 
would have seven rates: 10,12,23, 
24, 32, 35 and 38.5 percent. 


Ed O’Keefe 

AND KaROUN DeMIRJIAN 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Three for¬ 
mer defense secretaries who 
served until President Barrack 
Obama are warning lawmakers 
not to enact proposed Republican 
tax restructuring plans, arguing 
they will jeopardize future mili¬ 
tary spending. 

Leon Panetta, Chuck Hagel and 
Ash Carter told senior congressio¬ 
nal leaders in a letter Wednesday 
that because the tax plan is expect¬ 
ed to increase the debt, passing it 
probably will mean future cuts to 
Pentagon budgets “for training, 
maintenance, force structure, 
flight missions, procurement and 
other key programs.” 

“The result is the growing dan¬ 
ger of a ‘hollowed out’ military 
force that lacks the ability to sus¬ 
tain the intensive deployment re¬ 
quirements of our global defense 
mission,” the secretaries wrote. 
They cited two recent accidents 
involving Navy destroyers that 
led to the deaths of 17 sailors as 
evidence that cuts in military 
spending can lead to a “lack of 
adequate training.” 

The trio blast “a broken budget 
process in Congress” for leaving 
the Pentagon with “a lack of cer¬ 
tainty as to what budget resources 
will be provided for defense and 
other national security require¬ 
ments in the next year.” 

Several lawmakers, includ¬ 
ing Congress’ most influential 
hawks, routinely point to the bud¬ 
get process as a threat to national 
security. 


Conflict-of-interest questions derail DOD nominee’s testimony 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A Senate panel took 
a Pentagon nominee to task Thursday over 
ongoing concerns that the Trump adminis¬ 
tration has nominated too many former de¬ 
fense industry executives for top military 
leadership positions. 

At least two members of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, including the 
chair, expressed concern with nominee 
John Rood’s responses to questions regard¬ 
ing his background as a former Lockheed 
Martin employee. Rood is vying to become 
undersecretary of defense for policy. 

During questioning. Sen. Elizabeth War¬ 
ren, D-Mass., asked Rood if he would re¬ 
main involved in matters tied to Lockheed 
Martin, such as military purchases. Rood, 
who was a senior vice president, was not 
able to answer the question directly, draw¬ 
ing the ire of Warren and Armed Services 
Chair Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz. 

“I suggest you answer the question or you 
are going to have trouble getting through 
this committee,” McCain told Rood. “I’m 
going to give you the question in writing 
because obviously you are ducking the 
question, and it will have a bearing on the 


vote in this committee. You should not be 
making decisions related to your previous 
employment.” 

The concern builds on an issue that 
helped hold up President Donald Trump’s 
Pentagon nominees before the commit¬ 
tee for several months earlier this year. 
McCain said he had halted the process 
in part because of the 
infiltration of nominees 
with defense industry 
backgrounds. 

On Wednesday, the 
Senate approved for¬ 
mer Raytheon lobbyist 
Mark Esper as Army 
Secretary. While Esper’s 
nomination also was held 
in the midst of a three- 
month battle for infor¬ 
mation between defense hawks on Capitol 
Hill, the Pentagon and the administration, 
the candidate’s industry background also 
had given McCain pause and fueled delays 
to allow his testimony. 

Esper committed to recusing himself 
from Raytheon-related matters and sub¬ 
mitted a letter to that effect, McCain said. 
But it wasn’t clear if Rood also would reach 
that threshold Thursday. 


“One of my major concerns has been the 
big five (defense contractors) rotating back 
and forth between government and busi¬ 
ness,” McCain said. “We deserve straight¬ 
forward answers.” 

Rood’s Lockheed Martin responsibili¬ 
ties included the development and growth 
of international business and management 
of marketing activities. In his new role, he 
would be responsible for defense policy, in¬ 
cluding overseeing policy on foreign mili¬ 
tary sales, Warren said. 

“Like Chairman McCain, I am concerned 
about the number of appointees from the 
big five contractors,” Warren told Rood. “I 
think this committee needs to understand 
your potential conflicts of interest and how 
you are going to deal with them.” 

Warren said Rood signed a White House 
ethics pledge requiring him to recuse him¬ 
self from all matters involving his former 
employer for two years. However, Rood 
can seek a waiver to that recusal under 
current ethics laws. 

Warren had sought assurance that Rood 
would not seek the waiver, but didn’t get it. 

“I don’t understand why the answer 
isn’t just yes or no,” Warren said. “How 
can the American people have any confi¬ 


dence that the work that is being done by 
this nominee is being done on behalf of the 
people rather than on behalf of one of the 
big five defense contractors if we can’t get 
a straight answer here?” 

Rood’s nomination hangs on how he’ll 
respond to written questions. 

“I suggest you answer them thoroughly 
and completely,” McCain warned. 

In other testimony, nominee Randall 
Schriver, who is vying to be assistant sec¬ 
retary of defense for Asian and Pacific Af¬ 
fairs, addressed issues facing the region, 
such as North Korea and cybersecurity 
threats. 

“It’s clear to me that we are not suf¬ 
ficiently prepared to deal with this chal¬ 
lenge,” Shriver said of the cybersecurity 
concerns. 

Also on Thursday, the panel approved 
James McPherson to be Army general 
counsel, Anthony Kurta as principal dep¬ 
uty undersecretary of defense for person¬ 
nel and readiness, and Gregory Maggs 
as judge of U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Armed Forces. 

grisales.claudia(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: (ficgrisales 
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Randy Morehouse, maintenance and operations supervisor for 
Corning Elementary School District, walks past the Rancho Tehama 
Elementary School gate that gunman Kevin Neal crashed through 
during his shooting rampage in Northern California on Tuesday. 

Quick-thinking 
school staff saved 
kids in California 

found the body of Neal’s wife 


GOP braces for extended 
clash in Ala. over Moore 



Brynn Anderson/AP 


U.S. Senate candidate Roy Moore, an Alabama Republican, said in a 
defiant tweet Wednesday: “Dear Mitch McConnell, Bring. It. On.” 


Associated Press 

RANCHO TEHAMA RE¬ 
SERVE, Calif — A school secre¬ 
tary at a tiny elementary school 
rushed out to shoo children in¬ 
side. A custodian swooped in, 
yelling “get into the classrooms,” 
at kids in the play yard. 

Inside Rancho Tehama El¬ 
ementary School, children and 
some parents huddled under 
desks as bullets riddled the tan 
and teal portable classrooms. 

“I didn’t know what was hap¬ 
pening and this boy was like, 
‘Get down, get down!’ He did not 
want some people to get hurt,” 6- 
year-old Aileen Favela recalled 
Wednesday. 

She was in her class with 
about 15 first- and second-grad¬ 
ers when shots came through 
the window Tuesday during the 
shooting rampage by Kevin Neal, 
44. Favela ducked under her desk 
as she heard shots — “like a lot.” 

Randy Morehouse, the dis¬ 
trict’s maintenance and opera¬ 
tions head, said Neal “tried and 
tried and tried and tried to get 
into the kindergarten door,” but it 
was locked. Neal then went to the 
back side of the cafeteria and re¬ 
loaded, Morehouse said. He came 
onto the playground and shot at a 
passing car before running back 
to his vehicle and driving off 

“It’s probably the worst day 
of my life. It’s every teachers’. 
I’m sure every parent’s worst 
nightmare,” said Jennifer Bau¬ 
man, who teaches first and sec¬ 
ond grade and had her classroom 
window shot out. She pulled sev¬ 
eral fourth- and fifth-graders into 
her classroom when the shooting 
started and they helped protect 
and quiet the younger pupils and 
let her know which ones had been 
slightly wounded by flying glass. 

On Tuesday, Neal shot and 
killed five people and wounded at 
least eight at different locations 
around Rancho Tehama Reserve. 
Police later shot and killed him. 

Neal was known to have vio¬ 
lent squabbles with his neighbors 
and his wife, both of whom were 
among his first victims. Police 


under the floorboards of their 
home. They believe her slaying 
was the start of the rampage. 

Regarding Rancho Tehama El¬ 
ementary, authorities credited the 
quick action of school personnel, 
who jumped into lockdown mode, 
for saving dozens of students at the 
school with a student population 
of about 100 students 130 miles 
north of 
Sacramento. 

“I really, 
truly believe 
we would 
have had 

a horrific 
bloodbath at 
that school 
if that school 
hadn’t taken 
the action 
Neal that it did,” 

Assistant Te¬ 
hama County Sheriff Phil John¬ 
ston said. 

Corning Union Elementary 
School District Superintendent 
Richard Fitzpatrick said there 
were many heroics during Tues¬ 
day’s incident, starting with the 
school secretary quickly rec¬ 
ognizing the threat. He said it 
“made all the difference between 
100 kids being around today and 
dozens being shot or killed.” One 
student was injured. 

Fitzpatrick said he met with 
teachers, aides and staff Wednes¬ 
day. He said they did not want to 
talk to reporters and did not want 
their names made public. 

Bauman said she ended up ad¬ 
miring the students most of all. 

“The kids were amazing. 
They’re my heroes from yester¬ 
day,” she said. “As soon as we told 
them to get in they got in and they 
got on the ground and they stayed 
quiet. They were amazing.” 

Don Bridges, president of the 
National Association of School 
Resource Officers, said that since 
the 1999 Columbine High School 
shooting in Littleton, Colo., virtu¬ 
ally every school district in the 
country has adopted and regular¬ 
ly practices an emergency plan 
that includes lockdown drills. 


By Steve Peoples 
AND Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — With 
President Donald Trump stand¬ 
ing on the sidelines. Republican 
Senate candidate Roy Moore 
and his allies on the ground in 
Alabama are bracing for an ex¬ 
tended conflict — not with Demo¬ 
crats, but with their own party in 
Washington. 

The divide between the state 
and national GOP reached new 
depths late Wednesday as more 
allegations of sexual misconduct 
surfaced against Moore, an out¬ 
spoken Christian conservative. 
Already, the Republican National 
Committee, the Senate GOP cam¬ 
paign committee and the party’s 
leading voices in Congress have 
called on the 70-year-old former 
judge to quit the race. 

Ever defiant, Moore offered 
fighting words in a tweet ad¬ 
dressed to the top Senate Repub¬ 
lican: “Dear Mitch McConnell, 
Bring. It. On.” 

Chris Hansen, executive direc¬ 
tor of the national GOP’s Senate 
campaign committee, fired back, 
‘“Bring It On’ is a movie about 
cheerleaders.” 

At least three new allegations 
of misconduct were reported on 
Wednesday, including one by Tina 
Johnson, who told AL.com that 
Moore groped her during a 1991 
meeting in his law office. Two 
others told The Washington Post 
they were young women when 
Moore courted them as a district 
attorney in his 30s. Three other 
women told the newspaper last 
week that they were teens when 
Moore tried to initiate romantic 
relationships. One said she was 
14 when Moore touched her over 
her bra and underwear. 

“There’s a special place in hell 
for people who prey on children,” 
Ivanka Trump told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. “I’ve yet to see a valid 
explanation and I have no reason 
to doubt the victims’ accounts.” 

Her father, however, dodged 
questions about the turmoil in the 
Alabama Senate race on Wednes¬ 
day. President Donald Trump, 
who withstood allegations of sex¬ 
ual assault weeks before his own 
election, was uncharacteristically 
silent when faced with questions 
about the scandal. 

Washington Republicans had 
looked to Trump as one of the 
few remaining hopes for pushing 
a fellow political rebel from the 
race. 

Trump counselor Kellyanne 
Conway addressed the situa¬ 
tion briefly Thursday on “Fox 
& Friends.” “The president will 
make a statement when he wants 
to make a statement,” she said. 

Behind the scenes, aides de¬ 
scribed Trump as vexed by the 
Moore issue. Even if he should 
speak out, he might make an 
uncomfortable critic. The al¬ 
legations against the bombastic 
former judge echo Trump’s own 
political problems when he was 


accused weeks before the 2016 
election of more than a dozen 
instances of sexual harassment. 
The Trump aides would not be 
named discussing the matter be¬ 
cause they were not authorized to 
discuss private conversations. 

To a great extent, the anti-es¬ 
tablishment forces that propelled 
Trump to the White House are 
now strongly behind Moore, and 
Alabama Republican leaders are 
reluctant to enrage his loyal con¬ 
servative supporters. 

The Alabama Republican Party 
is expected to maintain support 
for its embattled candidate. 

The state GOP’s 21-member 
steering committee did not take 
a final vote after an hourslong 
meeting to discuss its options on 
Wednesday, which took place be¬ 
fore new allegations of miscon¬ 
duct surfaced, according to three 
people familiar with the meeting 
who weren’t authorized to speak 
publicly. 

The state GOP has the power 
to revoke Moore’s GOP nomina¬ 
tion and ask election officials to 
ignore ballots cast for him, but 
that would risk a lawsuit and 
backlash from Moore support¬ 
ers. The party has little interest 
in alienating Moore’s followers a 
year before elections in which the 
governor’s office and entire state 
Legislature will be in play. 

Outside the state party head¬ 
quarters, Moore’s campaign 
chairman and personal attorney 
addressed reporters on Wednes¬ 
day, trying to undercut the story 
of one of the women who has ac¬ 
cused Moore of sexually accost¬ 
ing her when she was in high 
school. 

The attorney, Phillip Jauregui, 
demanded that Beverly Nelson 
“release the yearbook” she con¬ 
tends Moore signed. The lawyer 
questioned whether the signature 
was Moore’s and said it should be 


submitted for handwriting analy¬ 
sis. Neither the attorney nor the 
campaign manager addressed 
the original allegations from his 
other accusers. They did not take 
questions. 

Gloria Allred, Nelson’s attorney, 
later said her client would allow 
the yearbook to be examined only 
if Moore is questioned under oath 
by a Senate committee. 

The unusual news conference 
suggested that Moore, a judge 
twice removed from his post as 
state Supreme Court chief justice, 
was digging in. 

It’s too late to remove Moore’s 
name from the ballot, so fielding 
a Republican write-in at this point 
would almost certainly hand the 
election to the Democrats unless 
he should withdraw and persuade 
his supporters to vote for that 
substitute. 

According to internal polling 
conducted by the Senate GOP 
campaign arm and reviewed by 
the AP, Moore trails Democrat 
Doug Jones by 12 points — 39 
percent to 51 percent — in the 
survey conducted on Sunday and 
Monday. Moore led by 9 points 
the week before in the National 
Republican Senatorial Commit¬ 
tee’s internal numbers. 

National GOP leaders were 
openly discussing a write-in can¬ 
didate, although they had not yet 
agreed on who it should be. Sen¬ 
ate M^ority Leader Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell has encouraged Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions to step up. 
But Sessions, whose former Sen¬ 
ate seat is at stake, has indicated 
he has no interest in that. 

Alabama Sen. Richard Shelby 
said that he’ll write in another 
name on Election Day and Ses¬ 
sions would be an “ideal candi¬ 
date.” But he also said “I don’t see 
any movement” toward an effec¬ 
tive effort with the election less 
than a month away. 
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Bill to boost FBI 
gun checks gets 
bipartisan backing 



This image made from a video camera shows escaped mental patient Randall Saito using a personal 
device inside a taxi Sunday en route to Honolulu airport. 

Hawaii psychiatric hospital 
has had 17 escapes since ’10 


By Kevin Freeing 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Republi¬ 
can and Democratic senators 
have joined forces on legislation 
to strengthen the FBI database 
of prohibited gun buyers after 
the Air Force failed to report the 
criminal history of the gunman 
who slaughtered more than two 
dozen people at a Texas church. 

Congress has taken no steps 
on guns in the weeks after dead¬ 
ly shootings in Las Vegas and 
Sutherland Springs, Texas. The 
bill, which has the backing of the 
Senate’s No. 2 Republican, John 
Cornyn, of Texas, would ensure 
that federal agencies, such as the 
Defense Department, and states 
accurately report relevant crimi¬ 
nal information to the FBI. 

The Air Force has acknowl¬ 
edged that the Texas shooter, 
Devin Patrick Kelley, should 
have had his name and domestic 
violence conviction submitted to 
the National Criminal Informa¬ 
tion Center database. 

The bill would penalize fed¬ 
eral agencies that fail to properly 
report required records and re¬ 
ward states that comply by pro- 


Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — A 
homeless man posed for photos 
with his dead wife, along with 
their newborn and toddler, before 
dismembering her body in a Kan¬ 
sas City hotel room, according to 
court records. 

Justin Rey, 35, who was ar¬ 
rested last month after being 
found with the remains at a Kan¬ 
sas storage unit, was charged 
Wednesday with abandonment of 
a corpse and child endangerment 
in Jackson County, Mo., The Kan¬ 
sas City Star reported. He’s jailed 
on $1 million bond in Johnson 
County, Kan., on child endanger¬ 
ment charges. 

Court records say Rey told po¬ 
lice that his wife, Jessica Mon- 
teiro Rey, died after giving birth 
Oct. 20. Rey told police he dis¬ 
membered her body in a bathtub 
two days later with the children 
present. Rey put some of her body 
parts into a large cooler and dis¬ 
posed of the remains that didn’t 
fit. 

According to a search warrant. 


viding them with federal grant 
preferences. 

Comyn said agencies and state 
governments have failed for 
years to forward legally required 
records, without consequences. 

“Just one record that’s not prop¬ 
erly reported can lead to tragedy, 
as the country saw last week in 
Sutherland Springs, Texas,” 
Cornyn said. “This bill aims to 
help fix what’s become a nation¬ 
wide, systemic problem so we 
can better prevent criminals and 
domestic abusers from obtaining 
firearms.” 

Sen. Chris Murphy, D-Conn., a 
fierce proponent of gun restric¬ 
tions, said much more needs to be 
done on the issue of gun violence, 
but he believes the bill will help 
ensure that thousands of danger¬ 
ous people are prevented from 
buying guns. 

“It represents the strongest 
update to the background checks 
system in a decade, and provides 
the foundation for more compro¬ 
mise in the future,” Murphy said. 

The measure’s prospects in 
the Senate are unclear despite 
Cornyn’s backing, and it faces an 
uncertain future in the GOP-run 
House. 


hotel management said Rey tried 
to disguise his voice as a woman’s 
when he called the front desk to 
check out Oct. 23. The warrant 
says surveillance video footage 
shows him pulling a red cooler 
with a black bag on top through 
the hotel while pushing a stroller 
with a toddler walking beside 
him. 

The remains were discovered 
Oct. 24 inside a cooler and tote at a 
U-Haul Moving and Storage facil¬ 
ity in nearby Lenexa, Kan., after 
Rey slept there with the children. 
Emergency responders checked 
on the children, who later were 
taken to a hospital. The affidavit 
says the baby wasn’t wearing ad¬ 
equate clothing and had an eye 
infection. 

After Rey was arrested and 
was put into a police vehicle, he 
was asked about his wife’s where¬ 
abouts. He responded that she 
had died several days earlier and 
was in the cooler and one of the 
totes, which he had been trying to 
remove from the storage unit, the 
detective wrote. 


By Audrey McAvoy 
AND Martha Bellisle 
Associated Press 

HONOLULU — More than a 
dozen escapes have occurred dur¬ 
ing the past eight years at a Ha¬ 
waii psychiatric hospital where 
a patient described as dangerous 
walked off the grounds and made 
it to California before he was cap¬ 
tured this week. 

Many of the 17 escapes between 
2010 and this year happened when 
a patient broke “curfew” and didn’t 
return to the Hawaii State Hospi¬ 
tal after being allowed to leave for 
a period of time, according to in¬ 
formation obtained by The Asso¬ 
ciated Press from police and the 
state Department of Health. 

In the case of Randall Saito, 59, 
he left the hospital Sunday, took a 
taxi to a chartered plane bound 
for the island of Maui and then 
boarded another plane to San 
Jose, Calif, police said. He was 
captured Wednesday morning in 
the city of Stockton after authori¬ 
ties got a tip from a taxi driver. 

Saito was committed to the 
hospital outside Honolulu in 1981 
after he was found not guilty by 
reason of insanity in the shooting 
and stabbing death of a woman 
whose body was found in her car 
at a mall. Saito was permitted to 
roam the hospital grounds with 
an escort, but he did not have per¬ 
mission to leave the hospital cam¬ 
pus without supervision. 

It took the hospital at least 
eight hours to notify law enforce¬ 
ment that Saito was missing. On 
Wednesday, Dr. Virginia Pressler, 
director of the Hawaii Depart¬ 
ment of Health, said an internal 
inquiry indicated that workers 
inadvertently or intentionally 
neglected to supervise Saito or 
to notify their supervisors. The 
apparent failures were spread 
through several shifts of works, 
she said. 

Seven hospital employees have 


been placed on unpaid leave as 
the investigation continues. 

Sunday’s escape was the lat¬ 
est in a series of similar incidents 
at the Hawaii hospital in recent 
years, the documents obtained 
by the AP show. Among the 17: In 
March 2013, a patient upset about 
earlier disciplinary actions fled 
after punching a staffer who was 
in a vehicle trying to persuade the 
man to return. The man was ap¬ 
prehended later. 

In March 2010, a patient at¬ 
tempted to escape by using a bed 
sheet as a rope and climbing over 
a perimeter fence. In November 
2015, a patient who had a history 
of “threatening/assaultive behav¬ 
ior” went unescorted to the cafete¬ 
ria and didn’t return. The patient 
was apprehended later. 

The AP initially requested in¬ 
formation from dozens of states, 
including Hawaii, about escapes 
from psychiatric facilities follow¬ 
ing a 2016 breakout in Washington 
state by a man accused of tortur¬ 
ing a woman to death. Anthony 
Garver crawled out a window of 
his ground-floor room at West¬ 
ern State Hospital in Lakewood, 
Wash., rode a bus 300 miles and 
was captured days later. 

After the escape, Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee fired the hospital’s 
CEO and brought in the Correc¬ 
tions Department to inspect the 
building for security improve¬ 
ments. A review of police reports 
by the AP found 185 instances in 
the 3y2 years before Garver’s es¬ 
cape in which Western State pa¬ 
tients escaped or walked away. 

Hawaii Gov. David Ige has said 
the public and authorities should 
have been notified much sooner 
about Saito. The state has started 
reviewing patient privileges and 
public visitation polices at the hos¬ 
pital and is boosting the frequency 
of unannounced patient searches 
and ordering more fencing. 

Officials have not provided de¬ 
tails about how Saito was able to 


charter a plane and then to fly on 
another plane to California. Video 
footage from inside the taxi that 
drove Saito to the chartered flight 
shows him using a cellphone after 
climbing in with a backpack. Dur¬ 
ing the ride, he makes two calls. 
“I’m on my way,” Saito said to 
someone he called Mickey. 

A few minutes later, he makes 
another call: “Is this the captain 
that’s going to fly to Maui today? 
Hi. Hi, its’ me. I’m on my way.” 

The state has said when court- 
ordered patients “leave the 
grounds without authorization” 
police search for the person. In 
police reports, the incidents are 
listed as “Escape.” 

The 202-bed facility is the 
state’s only publicly funded state 
psychiatric facility, located north¬ 
east of Honolulu. 

Janice Okubo, spokeswoman 
for the Hawaii State Department 
of Health, told the AP last year 
the m^ority of escapees are re¬ 
turned within a few days. How¬ 
ever, in 2009, one person escaped 
and was missing for nearly three 
years before being arrested. 

Police reports about previous 
escapes from the Hawaii hospital 
detail the fragile mental state of 
the escapees. One woman who 
broke curfew in November 2014 
was described as “psychiatrically 
unstable” to a judge before her 
escape. 

Hawaii last year increased its 
contract with a secure forensic 
facility in South Carolina from 
three to four beds to house people 
who cannot be treated safely be¬ 
cause of dangerous behaviors, 
according to the hospital’s 2017 
annual report to the Hawaii Leg¬ 
islature. The report said the hos¬ 
pital made strides reducing the 
number of staff assaults and inju¬ 
ries since 2013. 

There were 76 assaults on staff 
members last year, a decrease 
from 145 in 2013, according to 
the report. 


Records: Man posed 
for photos with dead 
wife, then cut her up 
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Leonardo 
da Vinci 
piece seiis 
for $450M 



Julie Jacobson/AP 


Bidding representatives react Wednesday after Leonardo da Vinci’s “Salvator Mundi” sold for $450 
million at Christie’s in New York. 


By Karen Matthews 
AND Tom McElroy 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A painting of 
Christ by the Renaissance mas¬ 
ter Leonardo da Vinci sold for a 
record $450 million at auction on 
Wednesday, smashing previous 
records for artworks sold at auc¬ 
tion or privately. 

The painting, called “Salvator 
Mundi,” Latin for “Savior of the 
World,” is one of fewer than 20 
paintings by Leonardo known to 
exist and the only one in private 
hands. It was sold by Christie’s 
auction house, which didn’t im¬ 
mediately identify the buyer. 

“‘Salvator Mundi’ is a paint¬ 
ing of the most iconic figure in 
the world by the most important 
artist of all time,” said Loic Gou- 
zer, co-chairman of post-war and 
contemporary art at Christie’s. 
“The opportunity to bring this 
masterpiece to the market is an 
honor that comes around once in 
a lifetime.” 

The highest price ever paid for 
a work of art at auction had been 
$179.4 million for Pablo Picas¬ 
so’s painting “Women of Algiers 


(Version O)” in May 2015, also 
at Christie’s in New York. The 
highest known sale price for any 
artwork had been $300 million 
for Willem de Kooning’s paint¬ 
ing “Interchange,” sold privately 
in September 2015 by the David 
Geffen Foundation to hedge fund 
manager Kenneth C. Griffin. 

A backer of the “Salvator 
Mundi” auction had guaranteed 
a bid of at least $100 million. The 
bidding opened at $75 million 
and ran for 19 minutes. The price 
hit $300 million about halfway 
through the bidding. 

People in the auction house 
gallery applauded and cheered 
when the bidding reached $300 
million and when the hammer 
came down on the final bid, $400 


million. The record sale price of 
$450 million includes the buyer’s 
premium, a fee paid by the win¬ 
ner to the auction house. 

The 26-inch-tall Leonardo 
painting dates from around 1500 
and shows Christ dressed in Re¬ 
naissance-style robes, his right 
hand raised in blessing as his left 
hand holds a crystal sphere. 

Its path from Leonardo’s work¬ 
shop to the auction block at Chris¬ 
tie’s was not smooth. Once owned 
by King Charles I of England, 
it disappeared from view until 
1900, when it resurfaced and was 
acquired by a British collector. 
At that time it was attributed to a 
Leonardo disciple rather than to 
the master himself 

The painting was sold again in 


1958 and then was acquired in 
2005, badly damaged and partly 
painted-over, by a consortium of 
art dealers who paid less than 
$10,000. The art dealers restored 
the painting and documented 
its authenticity as a work by 
Leonardo. 

The painting was sold Wednes¬ 
day by Russian billionaire Dmi¬ 
try Rybolovlev, who bought it in 
2013 for $127.5 million in a pri¬ 
vate sale that became the subject 
of a continuing lawsuit. 

Christie’s said most schol¬ 
ars agree that the painting is 
by Leonardo, though some crit¬ 
ics have questioned the attribu¬ 
tion and some say the extensive 
restoration muddies the work’s 
authorship. 


Anchor: Franken forced kiss on USO tour 



Patrick MoEs/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Comedian Al Franken and sports commentator Leeann Tweeden 
perform a comic skit at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, in 2006. 


By Kyle Potter 

Associated Press 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Minne¬ 
sota Sen. Al Franken apologized 
Thursday after a Los Angeles 
radio anchor accused him of forc¬ 
ibly kissing her during a 2006 
USO tour and of posing for a photo 
with his hands on her breasts as 
she slept. 

Leeann Tweeden posted the 
allegations, including the photo, 
on the website of KABC, where 
she works as a news anchor for 
a morning radio show. Tweeden 
joined the then-comedian on one 
of several trips to entertain troops 
in December 2006. 

She told The Associated Press 
that Franken wrote a skit for the 
pair that was filled with “sexual 
innuendo,” and that Franken had 
brought a women’s thong as a 
prop that he waved around dur¬ 
ing their performance. Part of 
the skit included a kiss, she said, 
and he insisted they practice kiss¬ 
ing during a rehearsal despite her 
protests. 

“We did the line leading up to 
the kiss and then he came at me, 
put his hand on the back of my 
head, mashed his lips against 
mine and aggressively stuck his 
tongue in my mouth,” she wrote. 

The photo that she included 
was taken on the trip home from 
Afghanistan. Franken is shown 
grinning and staring at the cam¬ 


era while reaching out as if to 
grope Tweeden’s breasts as she 
sleeps. Tweeden said she didn’t 
discover the photo until she re¬ 
turned home. 

Franken initially released a 
brief statement in which he apol¬ 
ogized but questioned Tweeden’s 
recollection of the skit. In a lon¬ 
ger statement Thursday after¬ 
noon, he again apologized while 
maintaining that he remembered 
the rehearsal differently. 

“While I don’t remember the 
rehearsal for the skit as Leeann 
does, I understand why we need to 
listen to and believe women’s ex¬ 


periences,” the Democratic sena¬ 
tor said. “Coming from the world 
of comedy. I’ve told and written 
a lot of jokes that I once thought 
were funny but later came to re¬ 
alize were just plain offensive.” 

Of the photo, Franken said: “I 
look at it now and I feel disgusted 
with myself It isn’t funny. It’s 
completely inappropriate. It’s ob¬ 
vious how Leeann would feel vio¬ 
lated by that picture.” 

The allegations could trigger 
an ethics review in the Senate. 
M^ority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell called on Democratic Minor¬ 
ity Leader Chuck Schumer to join 


him in pressing for a review. 

“Regardless of party, harass¬ 
ment and assault are completely 
unacceptable — in the workplace 
or anywhere else,” the Kentucky 
Republican said. 

Franken said he welcomed the 
investigation. 

Speaking on her radio show 
Thursday morning, Tweeden said 
she didn’t come forward with the 
allegations sooner because she 
feared her career, including a 
stint as a swimsuit model, would 
lead others to discount her story. 

“I felt belittled. I was ashamed. 
I’ve had to live with this for 11 
years,” she said on-air. “Some¬ 
how it was going to be my fault. 
It was not going to be worth the 
fight.” 

Franken is a longtime come¬ 
dian and “Saturday Night Live” 
writer who won a Minnesota seat 
in the U.S. Senate after a lengthy 
recount in 2009. 

Franken becomes the latest 
person swept up in sexual harass¬ 
ment allegations that have mush¬ 
roomed since Hollywood figure 
Harvey Weinstein was hit with 
multiple allegations. 

Tweeden said the surge of 
people coming forward with their 
own experiences of sexual ha¬ 
rassment or assault encouraged 
her to go public with her account 
about Franken. 


Menendez 
NJ bribery 
trial ends 
in hung jury 

Associated Press 

NEWARK, N.J. — The federal 
bribery trial of Democratic Sen. 
Bob Menendez ended in a mistri¬ 
al Thursday when the jury said it 
was hopelessly deadlocked on all 
charges against the New Jersey 
politician and a wealthy donor. 

Prosecutors can seek to retry 
the lawmaker. 

U.S. District Judge William Walls 
declared the mistrial after more 
than six full days of deliberations 
that had to be restarted midway 
through when a juror was replaced. 
There was no immediate word on 
which way the jury was leaning. 

The inconclusive end to the 2y2- 
month trial could leave the charg¬ 
es hanging over Menendez as he 
gears up for an expected run for 
re-election next year to the Sen¬ 
ate, where the Republicans hold a 
slim edge and the Democrats need 
every vote they can get. 

Menendez, 63, is accused of 
using his political influence to help 
Florida eye doctor Salomon Mel- 
gen in exchange for luxury vaca¬ 
tions in the Caribbean and Paris, 
flights on Melgen’s private jet and 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
campaign contributions to organi¬ 
zations that supported the senator 
directly or indirectly. 

Prosecutors said Menendez 
pressured government officials on 
Melgen’s behalf over an $8.9 mil¬ 
lion Medicare billing dispute and 
a stalled contract to provide port 
screening equipment in the Do¬ 
minican Republic, and also helped 
obtain U.S. visas for the doctor’s 
girlfriends. 

The defense argued that the 
gifts were not bribes but tokens of 
friendship between two men who 
were “like brothers.” In his clos¬ 
ing argument, Menendez attor¬ 
ney Abbe Lowell used the words 
“friend,” “friends” or “friendship” 
more than 80 times. 

Menendez’s lawyers contended 
also that the government failed to 
establish a direct connection be¬ 
tween Melgen’s gifts and specific 
actions taken by the senator. 

Prosecutors said that didn’t mat¬ 
ter. Melgen, they said, essentially 
put Menendez on the payroll and 
made the politician his “personal 
senator,” available as needed. 

The men faced about a dozen 
counts each, including bribery, con¬ 
spiracy and honest services fraud. 
The most serious charge against 
Menendez, honest services fraud, 
is punishable by up to 20 years in 
prison. The jury deliberated most 
of last week, then restarted on 
Monday with an alternate after a 
member was excused because of a 
long-planned vacation. 

Melgen is already facing the pos¬ 
sibility of a long prison sentence 
after being convicted in April of 
bilking Medicare out of as much 
as $105 million by performing un¬ 
needed tests and treatments. 

Menendez, who has been under 
indictment for 2 y 2 years, raised 
$2.58 million for his Senate cam¬ 
paign from January through 
September, according to federal 
campaign finance filings. 
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Zimbabwe calm as Mugabe 
is urged to quit peacefully 



Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi/AP 


Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe and his wife, Grace, attend a 
youth rally in Marondera, Zimbabwe, in June. 


By Farm Mutsaka 
Associated Press 

HARARE, Zimbabwe — Zim¬ 
babweans faced another day of 
uncertainty amid quiet talks to 
resolve the country’s turmoil and 
the likely end of President Robert 
Mugabe’s decadeslong rule. Seiz¬ 
ing on the political limbo to speak 
out, a range of voices on Thurs¬ 
day urged Mugabe to step aside 
and for the country to transition 
into free, fair elections. 

Mugabe has been in military 
custody, reportedly with his wife, 
and there was no sign of the re¬ 
cently fired deputy Emmerson 
Mnangagwa, who fled the country 
last week. Witnesses confirmed a 


sighting of Mugabe’s motorcade 
moving through the capital, its 
destination unknown. 

The military remained in the 
streets of Harare. Southern Afri¬ 
can regional officials were meet¬ 
ing on the crisis in neighboring 
Botswana, and South African 
ministers had arrived in Harare 
for talks with the military and 
Mugabe. 

South African President Jacob 
Zuma, speaking in parliament, 
said it was too early to take any 
“firm decision” on Zimbabwe and 
that the political situation “very 
shortly will be becoming clear.” 

A joint statement by more than 
100 civil society groups urged 
Mugabe, the world’s oldest head 


of state, to peacefully step aside 
and asked the military to restore 
order quickly and to respect the 
constitution. A joint statement by 
churches also appealed for calm. 

A Zimbabwean vice president 
who was fired in 2014, Joice Mu- 
juru, called for “free, fair and 
credible elections” following 
a transition arrangement that 
draws from a range of communi¬ 
ties. She told reporters she was 
heartened by assurances given so 
far that condemn violence and en¬ 
courage peace. She said she has 
not been contacted by the mili¬ 
tary or by Mnangagwa’s people. 

The Zimbabwean pastor whose 
#ThisFlag social media cam¬ 
paign last year led to the largest 


anti-government protests in a de¬ 
cade called on citizens to “stand 
up for peace.” 

“Should we just sit and wait 
or shall we at least be part of 
this transition process?” Evan 
Mawarire asked, urging that citi¬ 
zens not wait for regional leaders 
to broker the next phase. 

Across the country, Zimbabwe¬ 
ans were enjoying freedoms they 
haven’t had in years. The shift to 


military control brought a kind of 
fresh air. 

For once, Zimbabweans weren’t 
contending with bribe-seeking 
police officers who mounted 
roadblocks every few miles. 

Soldiers manning the few 
checkpoints on roads leading 
into downtown Harare greeted 
motorists with smiles, searching 
cars without hostilities and wish¬ 
ing motorists a safe journey. 


Famed London theater 
received 20 allegations 
against actor Spacey 


Associated Press 

LONDON — London’s Old 
Vic theater said Thursday it has 
received 20 allegations of ac¬ 
tions that spanned “a range of 
inappropriate behavior” against 
Kevin Spacey, its former artistic 
director. 

The allegations cover interac¬ 
tions between 1995 and 2013, and 
all of them deal with men. The 
reported incidents range from 
behavior that made people feel 
uncomfortable to “sexually inap¬ 
propriate” touching. There were 
no allegations of rape. 

“During his tenure. The Old 
Vic was in a unique position of 
having a Hollywood star at the 
helm around whom existed a cult 
of personality,” the theater said 
in a statement. “The investigation 


found that his stardom and sta¬ 
tus at The Old Vic may have pre¬ 
vented people, and in particular 
junior staff or young actors, from 
feeling that they could speak up 
or raise a hand for help.” 

Long a leading light in theater 
and film, Spacey is one of the big¬ 
gest names to lose work and stand¬ 
ing in Hollywood since The New 
York Times and The New Yorker 
detailed sexual harassment and 
abuse allegations against film 
mogul Harvey Weinstein earlier 
this year. The reports sparked a 
wave of abuse and harassment 
allegations to surface across the 
industry. 

Spacey also has been fired from 
the Netflix TV series “House of 
Cards” and has been dropped by 
his talent agency and publicist. 


Pope auctions Lamborghini 
to rebuild Christian Iraq 


Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Fran¬ 
cis got the keys to a fancy new 
Lamborghini on Wednesday 
— but he won’t be tooling around 
the Vatican gardens in it. 

Instead, the special edition 
Huracan will be auctioned off 
by Sotheby’s, with the proceeds 
going to charities including one 
aimed at helping rebuild Chris¬ 
tian communities in Iraq that 
were devastated by Islamic State. 

Officials from the luxury 
sports car maker presented Fran¬ 
cis with the sleek, white car with 
papal yellow-gold detailing on 
Wednesday outside the Vatican 
hotel where he lives. The pope 
promptly blessed it. 


Base prices for the Huracan, 
which was introduced in 2014, 
usually start at about $217,000. 
A special edition built for a papal 
charity would be expected to 
fetch far more at auction. 

Some of the funds raised from 
the auction will go to rebuilding 
homes, churches and public build¬ 
ings in Iraq’s Nineveh Plains that 
were devastated during three 
years of fighting by ISIS. 

Other funds will go to charities 
that help women who are traf¬ 
ficked and forced into prostitution 
and those that provide medical 
care in Africa. 

The Sant’Agata Bolognese- 
based Lamborghini is owned by 
Germany’s Volkswagen. 



Vahid Salemi/AP 


A man carries belongings from his brother's earthquake-damaged apartment Wednesday in Sarpol-e- 
Zahab in western Iran. 


Criticism of US sanctions on Iran 
resumes after deadly earthquake 


By Nasser Karimi 
AND Mohammad Nasiri 

Associated Press 

KERMANSHAH, Iran — 
Criticism of U.S. sanctions on 
Iran rekindled Thursday over 
Iranian-Americans abroad being 
unable to send money directly to 
aid those affected by a powerful 
earthquake that killed more than 
530 people as doctors worked to 
help the injured. 

While the 2015 nuclear deal 
lifted some sanctions, others dat¬ 
ing back as far as the days after 
the 1979 U.S. Embassy takeover 
in Tehran still stand, including 
those that prohibit the some 1 
million Iranian-Americans from 
directly sending cash to Iran. 

The state-run IRNA news 


agency, as well as other media, 
published articles criticizing the 
rules. 

“Despite all the difficulties, 
the Iranians living in the U.S. 
are doing their best to devise in¬ 
novative solutions to send their 
humanitarian supplies to the 
quake-hit areas in western Iran,” 
IRNA said in its report. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Mo¬ 
hammad Javad Zarif said ear¬ 
lier this week that his country 
does not need foreign help for the 
quake and it is capable of manag¬ 
ing the aftermath on its own. 

However, the Washington- 
based National Iranian American 
Council has offered suggestions 
about how to donate. 

It also urged the U.S. Treasury 
“to closely examine whether addi¬ 


tional steps are needed to ensure 
that Americans can effectively 
contribute to relief efforts, and to 
issue any additional licenses nec¬ 
essary to ensure that U.S. sanc¬ 
tions do not stand in the way of 
urgent relief” 

The U.S. Treasury did not im¬ 
mediately respond to a request for 
comment Thursday. However, it 
has lifted some sanctions in the 
past to help with Iranian earth¬ 
quake relief, most notably in 2003, 
when a magnitude-6.6 earthquake 
killed 26,000 people in Bam. 

Sunday night’s earthquake hit 
about 19 miles outside the eastern 
Iraqi city of Halabja, according to 
the U.S. Geological Survey, and 
struck 14.4 miles below the sur¬ 
face, a somewhat shallow depth 
that can amplify the damage. 
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PRE-THANKSGIVING DAY DEALS AT YOUR EXCHANGE FOOD COURT 




FAMILY FEAST 


enjoy for 
only 


popevgs 


GET A 10’PC BONAFIDE" CHICKEN. S BISCUITS 
1 LARGE SIGNATURE SIDE. AND 1 GALLON OF 
CANE SWEEET' ICE TEA 


^I 9 


DEALS UNDER $ID 




mTOwrs 

1 LARGE 
ONE-TOPPING 
PIZZA 

of your choice 
for only 


TACO 

BELL 

DORITOS* 
LOCOS TACOS 
GRANDE MEAL 

for only 

spiui 


9 

SUBUJflV^ 

YOUR CHOICE 
OF FOOTLONG 
SUB 

for only 


DDLLAR 

DOUBLE-UP 

£;harLey^ 


ADD DOUBLE 
MEAT TO ANY 
GRILLED SUB 

for only 


WEDNESDAY 22 NDVEMBER DNLY 


EUROPE ONLY 

0(*«rt vaM cl parttctfMling EXCHAMGE rcstcurcnti Wednesday. NovMrilMf 22. 2017. only 
CcfMWt be combined w«(ti any coupon or ollec Tor nulrltiorMi mtormouon or other 
sewngt odlKs. viwi u< online or %hopmytnhongt.com 

mfttcchangtfood com deUwenet ovoitaPte m select loccoons 


FOODCOURT 
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WORLD 



informburo.kz/AP 


Czech tourists dressed in swimsuits made famous by actor Sacha 
Baron Cohen's “Borat” character were detained Nov. 10 in Astana, 
Kazakhstan. They wanted to take a photo in front of the “I Love 
Astana” sign in l^zakhstan’s capital. 

Tourists in ‘man kin is’ 
fined in Kazakhstan 


Associated Press 

PRAGUE — Six Czech tour¬ 
ists who dressed up in skimpy 
swimsuits made famous by Sacha 
Baron Cohen’s “Borat” have re¬ 
portedly been detained by au¬ 
thorities in Kazakhstan’s capital 
Astana. 

Sporting lime green “manki- 
nis” and black wigs, the men had 
hoped to take a picture in front of 
the “I Love Astana” sign. 

But local police took action, de¬ 
taining them Nov. 10 and fining 


them $68 each for committing 
minor hooliganism, according to 
the Kazakh news website inform- 
buro.kz. 

The swimsuit became popular 
after Baron Cohen, playing the 
fictional Kazakh television pre¬ 
senter Borat, sported it in the 2006 
movie “Borat: Cultural Learnings 
of America for Make Benefit Glo¬ 
rious Nation of Kazakhstan.” 

That film offended many Ka¬ 
zakhs by portraying the country 
as backward and degenerate. 


D-flawless diamond sells for 
$33.7M at Christie’s auction 


Associated Press 

GENEVA — The largest-ever 
D-flawless diamond to be put up 
for auction, mounted in a dia¬ 
mond and emerald necklace, sold 
for $33.7 million Tuesday night, 
including buyer’s fees. 

The white, matchbox-size 
“Creation 1” diamond from Swiss 
jeweler de Grisogono weighs a 
whopping 163 carats. 

The hammer went down at 29.5 
million Swiss francs ($29.7 mil¬ 
lion), excluding the buyer’s pre¬ 
mium — around the midpoint of 
the pre-sale estimates before the 
auction at Christie’s in Geneva. 

The buyer was not immediately 
identified. 

Australian diamond company 
Lucapa, which mined the stone 
originally measuring more than 
2.7 inches in length, says it was 
the largest diamond ever discov¬ 
ered in the African nation of An¬ 
gola. The rough stone that it was 
cut from weighed 404 carats. 

Also on the block was “Le Grand 
Mazarin,” a 19-carat pink dia¬ 
mond that once belonged to King 
Louis XIV, Napoleon Bonaparte 
and other French rulers. 



Martial Trezzini, Keystone/AP 


This 163.41-carat, D-flawless 
diamond sold for $33.7 million 
Tuesday. 

It sold for a hammer price of 
12.5 million Swiss francs, obliter¬ 
ating the pre-sale estimate 

Le Grand Mazarin was up for 
auction for the first time in 130 
years, during a sell-off of French 
crown jewels. 

Originally from the Golconda 
mines in India, the stone was set 
in the crowns of almost all kings 
and emperors of France since 
the early 18th century, Christie’s 
said. 

The buyer wasn’t immediately 
identified. 


Japan rescues, returns 
3 North Korean boaters 


By Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japan on Thursday handed over three 
North Korean crewmembers who were rescued from 
a capsized fishing boat to a North Korean vessel that 
will return them home, officials said. 

The three men were rescued by Japan’s coast 
guard on Wednesday while floating on the small 
wooden vessel off the northern coast of the Noto Pen¬ 
insula, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga told 
reporters. 

The men expressed their wish to return home while 
interviewed on a Japanese coast guard boat and were 
handed over later Thursday to another North Korean 
fishing vessel at sea, said coast guard spokesman Sa- 
toru Nanjo. 

Coast guard rescuers are still searching for their 
fellow crewmembers believed to be missing. 

The three told Japanese officials they came with 


12 other crewmembers from North Korea to fish and 
their boat capsized just as they were heading home, 
Nanjo said. 

The area, about 216 miles north of the peninsula, 
is in waters where Japan’s exclusive economic zone 
overlaps with those of neighboring countries. It’s 
a rich fishing ground where poachers from North 
Korea and China have been spotted. 

Japan and North Korea have no diplomatic ties. 
The incident comes as Japan steps up pressure on the 
North over Pyongyang’s missile and nuclear threats. 

Boats believed to be from North Korea often wash 
up on Japan’s northern coast during the winter be¬ 
cause of the seasonal wind from the northwest. Three 
North Korean boats with 10 bodies inside washed up 
on the peninsula in 2015. 

This year, 13 cases of wreckages were reported in 
three northern prefectures facing the Sea of Japan 
but no bodies have been found, according to the coast 
guard. 



Sales of ‘Trump burger’ sizzle in Japan 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — Haruyuki Sano 
traveled IV 2 hours for a taste of 
the same cheeseburger President 
Donald Trump ate with Japan’s 
prime minister during his visit 
iast week. 

“It tasted great, like steak,” the 
pastry-maker said after savoring 
the 100 percent US. Angus beef 
Colby Jack Cheeseburger at To¬ 
kyo’s tiny Munch’s Burger Shack 
on Thursday. 

The lines out the door during 
lunchtime are getting longer than 
ever, thanks to Trump. 

Trump’s tough talk on issues 
such as trade and security tend 
to get a mixed response in Japan, 
which sees the US. as its most 
important ally and partner. But 
Trump’s love for the Japanese take 
on the all-American hamburger is 
striking a chord with many here. 

“I like Trump,” said Sano, 
stressing that putting one’s coun¬ 
try first amid globalization made 


a lot of sense, and Japan should do 
that, too. 

While better known for sushi, 
soba and tempura, Japan has had 
a long love affair with American 
food. 

The “President Trump Set,” 
a new addition to the menu at 
Munch’s Burger, includes a serv¬ 
ing of coleslaw and a side of fries 
with the cheeseburger and sells 
for $12. The juicy beef patty comes 
layered with crisp lettuce, melted 
cheese and tomato between hot 
soft buns. 

These days, it’s one of the most 
popular orders, said owner-cum- 
chef Yutaka Yanagisawa, who 
recalls Trump shaking his hand 
after eating the burger and say¬ 
ing: “Very good. Very good.” 

“I felt so honored,” he said, add¬ 
ing that all he could muster in 
reply was “thank you.” 

Since Trump wanted his meat 
well done, that’s how the order 
was placed for both burgers in 
case the servings got mixed up on 


the table. 

Yanagisawa was asked to bring 
the ingredients and his equipment 
to prepare the burgers for an en¬ 
tourage of about 20 people at a 
kitchen at the country club where 
the leaders were dining, he said. 

The security checks were sur¬ 
prisingly simple, with no metal 
detectors, although a Trump staff 
member checked the food and 
watched the entire time he was 
cooking, he said. 

The experience of eating out 
in Tokyo is increasingly about 
fun storytelhng, such as sharing 
Instagram photos of meals, said 
Jotaro Fujii, a Tokyo-based food 
consultant and the founder of Sub¬ 
way Japan. 

And so the “Trump effect” for 
the humble burger joint is expect¬ 
ed to be huge. 

“Talk of lines brings more 
lines,” said Fujii. “Rather than 
mere taste, the value and joy come 
from being able to say, T had the 
same burger as Trump.’” 
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EXCHANGE 


Opening! 


I * CAMP HUMPHREYS I 


CELEBRATE 
WITH US! 

Novnnbcr 20-22,2017 

n 9SouthKoreaExchange 



Join the fun 
and meet our 
featured guests 
Monday, Nov. 20th! 
Don't miss out. 
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RICHARD 

RAWLINGS 
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• MONDAY ONLY • 1S00-16)0 
• AUTOGRAPHS A PHOTO OPS 
PROCEEDS FROM CD SALES GO TO 
HURRICANE RELIEF 


OWN! IT Of THI 
OAiMONieV GARAGE 


FAMILY 

SERVING 

FAMILY 


TONS OF PRIZES TO BE GIVEN AWAY 
THROUGHOUT OUR 3-DAY CELEBRATION! 

Join us for events, vendor demonstrations, giveaways 
and more! Look inside for more details. 
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THE CENSUS 


105 


caught in Maryland. 


The weight in pounds of an opah, or moonfish, that was caught by a Maryiand fishing party. Local news 
outlets reported Capt. Austin Ensor said he and his three crewmembers had just caught an 80-pound sword¬ 
fish when the fish grabbed their bait. After more than an hour, they reeled it in. According to the Gulf of Maine 
Research Institute, the moonfish is rare off the East Coast. Gregg Bortz, with the Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources, said the department cannot confirm the catch or if it was the first time an opah had been 





Jake Danna Stevens, The (Scranton, Pa.) Times & Tribune/AP 


Pipe dreams 


Tom Watgen, of Lawrence, Kan., installs pipes in the organ at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Scranton, Pa., on Tuesday. Watgen, who works 
for Reuter Organ Co., worked to upgrade the electrical system in the organ and added more pipes as part of the refurbishing of the 1964 
M.R Moller organ. The organ is set to be finished in early December. 


Fire chief nixes plans 
for hot 2018 calendar 

ly p OMAHA — There will 
b be no smoldering fire¬ 
fighter calendar coming from the 
Omaha Fire Department next 
year. 

The Omaha World-Herald re¬ 
ported that the department’s fire 
chief nixed plans for a sizzling 
2018 charity calendar. 

Omaha Fire Chief Dan Olsen 
said the calendar is not in keep¬ 
ing with the department’s mission 
statement that calls for its mem¬ 
bers to act with integrity, profes¬ 
sionalism and compassion. 

The department’s calendar for 
this year — which featured bare¬ 
chested firefighters holding shel¬ 
ter puppies — raised enough funds 
to help the department buy an ad¬ 
vanced thermal imaging camera 
costing several thousand dollars. 

Thief steals donation 
kettle from bell ringer 

A SAVANNAH — Police 
are looking for a thief 
who swiped a kettle filled with 
Salvation Army donations from 
an unsuspecting bell ringer in 
Georgia. 

The theft of holiday char¬ 
ity cash happened Tuesday night 
outside a Savannah supermarket. 
Security video released by Sa- 
vannah-Chatham County police 
shows the culprit lurking near 
the entrance for about a minute 
before the snatch. 

A security camera filmed the 
thief sneaking up to the kettle 
when the Salvation Army bell 
ringer turned his back. The thief 
unhooked the red kettle from 
the chain tethering it to a tripod 
stand, then ran off with the cash 
container. 

Boy banned from school 
dance competition 

||i| ly MINNEAPOLIS 
I w 1 — Attorneys for a 
Wisconsin boy who wants to com¬ 
pete with his high school dance 
team have filed a federal civil 
rights complaint after the Min¬ 
nesota State High School League 
barred him from championship 
competition. 

Kaiden Johnson, 15, attends Su¬ 
perior High School in Wisconsin. 
The school allows him to dance 
with the team. 

Johnson was told he couldn’t 
compete with his team in Min¬ 
nesota because that state doesn’t 
allow boys on high school dance 
teams. 

Pay pbone at ranger 
station reinstalled 

lai A VERLOT — A pay 
phone described as 
vital in emergency situations has 
been reinstalled at a ranger sta¬ 
tion northeast of Everett. 

The Daily Herald reported 
that Frontier Communications 
on Tuesday confirmed it had re¬ 
moved and reinstalled the phone 
at the U.S. Forest Service Verlot 
Public Service Center. 

The phone was brought back 
after a Sunday story in the newspa¬ 
per reported authorities’ concerns 
about the phone being gone. 


The phone, 11 miles east of 
Granite Falls, is often the best 
option for reaching 911 from 
the Mountain Loop Highway, 
which has little to no cellphone 
coverage. 

Police stop driver for 
pizza box license plate 

AA A HOPKINTON — Po- 
lvl^% lice officers in a 
Massachusetts town jokingly rec¬ 
ommend drivers get a little more 
creative if they make their own 
illegal license plates. 

The Hopkinton Police Depart¬ 
ment said in a Facebook post Sun¬ 
day a driver was stopped with a 
license plate made from a pizza 
box. 

The department discourages 
people from making their own 
plates. But if he or she does, the 
department said not to use a card¬ 
board box and felt tip pens. 

Hopkinton police said the driv¬ 
er is facing charges that include 
operating an uninsured and un¬ 
registered vehicle and attaching 
“fake homemade” plates. 


2nd woman in state bits 
lottery jackpot twice 

ly GRANITE FALLS 
— A North Carolina 
woman hit the jackpot with two 
scratch-off lottery tickets, mark¬ 
ing the second such instance in 
three weeks. 

The Charlotte Observer report¬ 
ed Michelle Shuffler, of Gran¬ 
ite Falls, won $10,000 with one 
scratch-off ticket and $1 million 
with another on Sunday. 

Shuffler said in a statement 
that she and her husband pur¬ 
chased the winning $10,000 ticket 
in Lenoir and then, feeling lucky, 
decided to buy another one 22 
miles away in Granite Falls. 

Kimberly Morris, of Wake For¬ 
est, also won the lottery twice at 
the end of October. 

101-year-old university 
building 1st dormitory 

I A NEW ORLEANS — 
The University of Holy 
Cross, a 101-year-old Catholic 


university in New Orleans, is 
building its first residence hall. 

It will be the first college dorm 
ever built in the section of New 
Orleans on the Mississippi Riv¬ 
er’s west bank. 

It will include singles and two- 
and four-bedroom suites. 

Experts: Billy tbe Kid 
pboto is real deal 

lyAA ALBUQUERQUE — 
I w I Experts now believe a 
photo purchased at a flea market 
shows Billy the Kid with the law¬ 
man who killed him. 

A North Carolina man told Albu¬ 
querque’s KRQE-TV that experts 
in forensics and facial recognition 
have verified the picture after 
several months of examination. 

Frank Abrams, of Ashville, said 
he first noticed two years ago that 
two men in the group photo looked 
like Billy the Kid and Lincoln 
County Sheriff Pat Garrett, who 
fatally shot the Kid in Fort Sum¬ 
ner in 1881. 

Abrams, a self-described histo¬ 
ry buff, bought the photo for $10. 


A photo of Billy the Kid discov¬ 
ered in 2015 was estimated to be 
worth $5 million. 

Police probe tbeft of 
artwork from home 

lyY NEW YORK —The co- 
1 founder of a New York- 
based publishing house said police 
are investigating the theft of $1 
million in artwork during a party 
at his Manhattan apartment. 

Alexis Gregory told the New 
York Post and Daily News that he 
had invited more than two dozen 
people to his Upper East Side 
home last Friday for a piano re¬ 
cital and art exhibit. 

After the guests left, a member 
of his household staff discovered 
that several gold figurines dat¬ 
ing to the 16th century and other 
valuable items were missing. 

Gregory, 81, is an art collector 
and founder of Vendome Press, a 
publisher of books on interior de¬ 
sign, fine arts, French culture and 
jewelry. 

From wire reports 
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Internet mocks Treasury secretary, wife for money photo 



Jacquelyn Martin/AP 


Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, right, and his wife, Louise Linton, hold a sheet of new $1 bills, the 
first currency notes bearing his and U.S. Treasurer Jovita Carranza’s signatures, Wednesday at the Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing in Washington. At left is bureau Director Leonard Olijar. 


EUROPE GAS PRICES 


PACinC GAS PRICES 


The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin did what 
just about anyone would do when 
presented with a newly minted 
sheet of American currency bear¬ 
ing their name and signature on 
Wednesday: He posed for a photo. 

Coming in the midst of tax re¬ 
form plans by President Donald 
Trump and congressional Repub¬ 
licans that nonpartisan analysts 
say would disproportionately ben¬ 
efit corporations and wealthy indi¬ 
viduals, among others, the photo of 
Mnuchin and wife, Louise Linton, 
holding up the sheet of new $1 bills 
became an instant meme and drew 
wide mockery around the internet. 

The photo was snapped Wednes¬ 
day as Mnuchin and Linton, along 
with U.S. Treasurer Jovita Carran¬ 
za, toured the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing in Washington. 

The $1 bills, with Mnuchin and 
Carranza’s signatures, are expect¬ 
ed to go into circulation in Decem¬ 
ber. The signatures of Treasury 
secretaries have appeared on U.S. 
currency for more than a century, 
and Mnuchin’s signature is more 
legible than that of his predecessor 
Jacob Lew, The Associated Press 
noted. 

For many, there was something 
comical about the picture of the 
couple, no strangers to criticism of 
flaunting their wealth. 

“Just a friendly reminder that 


MARKET WATCH 


Country 

Germany 
Change in price 


Super ElO Super unleaded Super plus 

$2,881 $3,154 $3,381 

+3.1 cents +3.6 cents +3.3 cents 


Diesel 

$3,204 
+3.3 cents 


Netherlands 
Change in price 


$3,559 $3,702 $3,539 

+10.1 cents +9.6 cents +5.2 cents 


Change in price 
Change in price 



Country 

Change in price 
Okinawa 
Change in price 
South Korea 
Change in price 


Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus 

$3,129 
+4.0 cents 


Diesel 


+3.0 cents 


$2,949 
r3.0 cents 


$2,659 $2,929 $3,159 $2,979 

+3.0 cents +3.0 cents +3.0 cents +3.0 cents 


Guam $2,659** $2,929 

Change in price +3.0 cents +3.0 cents 


Nov. 15, 2017 


Dow Jones 
industrials 

Nasdaq 

composite 


-138.19 

23,271.28 

-31.66 

6,706.21 


the GOP wants to raise taxes on the 
middle class & take health insur¬ 
ance away from millions of Ameri¬ 
cans SO people like Louise Linton 
and Steven Mnuchin can get a tax 
cut,” wrote one person. 

Many said the optics of the pho¬ 
tograph lent the two the aura of a 
pair of Hollywood villains. Perhaps 
it was Linton’s sharp stare and 
long black gloves. Linton clasped 
the sheet of money the way a royal 
might hold her hand to be kissed. 

“Why do Treasury Sec Mnuchin 
and his wife insist on posing for 
photos that make them look like 
Bond villains?” wrote CNBC re¬ 
porter Christina Wilkie. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Nov. 17).$1.2076 

Dollar buys (Nov. 17).€0.8281 

British pound (Nov. 17).$1.35 

Japanese yen (Nov. 17).110.00 

South Korean won (Nov. 17).1,077.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3779 

British pound.$1.3197 

Canada (Dollar).1.2755 

China (Yuan) 6 6295 

Denmark (Krone).6.3169 

Egypt (Pound). 17.6653 

Euro.$1.1779/0.8489 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8089 

Hungary (Forint).265.34 

Israel (Shekel).3.5196 

Japan (Yen) 112 86 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3022 

Norway (Krone).8.2010 

Philippines (Peso).50.74 

Poland (Zloty) 3 60 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7504 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3560 

South Korea (Won).1,094.48 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9910 

Thailand (Baht).32.94 

Turkey (New Lira).3.8643 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


Belgium 
Change in price 


$2,725 $2,873 $2,893 

No change No change No change 


Italy $3,785 

Change in price No change 


* Diesel EFD ** Midgrade 
For the week of Nov. 18-24 


standard & 

-14.25 

■ INTEREST RATES 


Poor’s 500 

2,564.62 

Prime rate 

-4-00 

Russell 

2000 

-7.16 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

3-month bill. 

.. 1.75 
..1.16 
..1.24 

1,464.09 

30-year bond. 

..2.77 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


FRIDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


FRIDAY IN EUROPE 


SATURDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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Apple Watch, Fitbit combat sleep apnea 


By Seung Lee 

The Mercury News 

A new study from the University of 

California, San Francisco and a health 
startup suggests that Apple Watch and 
Fitbit can accurately diagnose common 
health issues like hypertension and sleep apnea. 

The study published by the startup, Cardio¬ 
gram, and UCSF Health Lab said hypertension 
and sleep apnea were diagnosed on wearables 
with 82 percent and 90 percent accuracy, respec¬ 
tively. Those rates are slightly lower than the rate 
for abnormal heart rhythm, which Cardiogram 
and UCSF diagnosed with 97 percent accuracy in 
a previous study from May. 

Cardiogram — which is not affiliated with 
Apple or Fitbit — and UCSF determined accuracy 
levels by using artificial intelligence to pick up 
abnormal patterns in heart rate. 

The study was conducted with more than 
6,000 subjects, 37 percent and 17 percent who 
had hypertension and sleep apnea, respectively. 
The study will be subjected to months of peer-re¬ 
viewed clinical research to validate the findings. 
Cardiogram says it plans to expand its studies 
into diagnosing pre-diabetes 
and diabetes. 

“What if we could 
transform wearables 
people already own 
— Apple Watches, An¬ 
droid Wears, Garmins, 
and Fitbits — into 
inexpensive, everyday 
screening tools using 
artificial intelligence?” 
wrote Cardiogram 
co-founder Brandon 
Ballinger in a Medium 
post. 


Hypertension, or high blood pressure, and sleep 
apnea, in which breathing repeatedly stops and 
starts during sleep, affect millions of Americans 
— most of whom do not know they have either dis¬ 
order. More than 80 percent of Americans with 
sleep apnea are undiagnosed, according to the 
American Sleep Apnea Association. 

More than 18 million Americans are estimated 
to have sleep apnea, but those with hypertension 
are far more prevalent. More than 75 million 
Americans — or 29 percent — have hypertension, 
according to the Center for Disease Control. 

Hypertension and sleep apnea cost the United 
States $46 billion and $150 billion, respectively, in 
direct medical spending, lost productivity and ac¬ 
cidents, according to two separate studies by the 
CDC and American Academy of Sleep Medicine. 

Apple partnered with Stanford School of Medi¬ 
cine to study how Apple Watch can detect abnor¬ 
mal heart rhythm in its proprietary Health apps. 

“One of the things that we’ve learned that we’ve 
been really surprised and delighted about is this 
device... has essentially alerted people through 
the collection of the data that they have a prob¬ 
lem,” said Apple CEO Tim Cook in an interview 
with Fortune in August. “And that spurred them 
to go to the doctor and say, ‘Look at my heart rate 
data. Is something wrong?’ And a not-insignificant 
number have found out if they hadn’t come into 
the doctor, they would have died.” 

Fitbit’s new smartwatch, Ionic, has an optical 
sensor to collect data to diagnose sleep apnea. 

In an interview with The Verge on Fitbit’s sleep 
apnea efforts in August, Fitbit CEO James Park 
said the company will need to do many clinical 
trials to get its technology approval for future 
diagnoses. 

“Diagnostics is a tricky term,” said Park. “But 
definitely over time we hope to progress from 
screening in conjunction with a medical profes¬ 
sional, to more diagnostics or treatment.” 



ON THE COVER: “Call of Duty: WWM” lets the player explore a historically rooted campaign, spooky 
puzzles in zombie mode and class-based customization with a sociai hub in multiplayer. 

Activision 


GADGET WATCH 

Attractive backup devices 
give users peace of mind 


By Gregg Ellman 

Tribune News Services 

Y OU might not think of 
an external hard drive 
as fun, sexy or cool, but 
the owe Mercury Elite 
Pro Dual mini can be any or all 
of them. I can say firsthand you’ll 
find it useful at home, work, play, 
and even consider taking it on 
vacation. 

Why do I feel this way? Many 
reasons, but let’s start with back¬ 
ups. You know you need to do 
it, always. No exceptions. If you 
don’t, it’s not a matter of whether 
you will lose your digital files; it’s 
when. 

Working as a photographer 
(my primary profession) brought 
one of the most grueling sched¬ 
ules I’ve ever had over the past 
two months. This included travel 
to all ends of the country cover¬ 
ing a wide variety of subjects 
and topics resulting in more than 
160GB of digital image files. 

Anyone who deals with 
digital files knows this is a large 
amount. It’s not a question of 
storage space on my laptop, 
which can handle it fine. Add the 
fantastic Mercury Elite Pro Dual 
mini to the equation, and I had 
full peace of mind with 4TB of 
backup RAID storage in a device 
that easily fits into my backpack 
(5.7-by-6.1-by-l.l inches, 1.25 
pounds). 

The included RAID (redun¬ 
dant array of independent disks) 
technology provides an addition¬ 
al backup. Inside are multiple 
drives, allowing your files to back 
up in separate locations within 
the same enclosure. 

The dual-drive is USB 3.0 in a 
bus-powered form factor and is 
stored in a solid aluminum chas¬ 
sis enclosure. With the RAID, 
you’ll get the choice of a few set¬ 
tings, which can be changed on 
the back of the hardware. RAID 
0 will give you super fast data 
transfer speeds up to 861MB/S, 
while RAID 1 will allow greater 
data redundancy from mirrored 
disks for a secure backup. 

While it might sound confus¬ 
ing, it’s a simple setup that takes 
no time at all, making it ideal for 


professional photographers or 
families with priceless vacation 
photos, videos and digital music. 

Swappable hard drive con¬ 
figurations range from 1TB 
($219.99) up to 4TB ($329.99). 
Solid state drives storage 
ranges from 240GB ($268.99) to 
2TB ($879.99). USB cables for 
standard USB and USB-C are in¬ 
cluded for use with a Mac or PC. 

Online: eshop.macsales.com 

The owe Thunderbolt 3 Dock 

brings your computers, acces¬ 
sories and cables together in any 
office. It’s built with an incred¬ 
ible 13 ports for connecting hard 
drives, monitors, card readers, 
laptops or just charging or sync¬ 
ing smartphones and tablets to a 
desktop or laptop. 

The front has a single USB 3.1, 
an SD memory card reader and 
expanded analog audio in/out 
port. The back has four USB 3.1 
ports, an S/PDIF pro-grade digi¬ 
tal audio output, FireWire 800, 
Ethernet, dual Thunderbolt 3 
ports and a mini display port. An 
AC power adapter is also plugged 
into a back port. 

Large amounts of data can 
transfer at incredible speeds, es¬ 
pecially with the Thunderbolt 3, 
which can go up to 40Gb/s. Uses 
for the dock on any computer sta¬ 
tion are endless, especially since 
it takes just one cable to connect 
to your computer, instantly con¬ 
necting all the other ports. 

I use a MacBook Air, which 
doesn’t give you a whole lot of 
ports. Now, with the Thunderbolt 
3 dock (3.5-by-9.1-by-l inches), 
even on the road, everything I 
need connected is done without 
swapping cables. 

Along with the ports and 
usefulness, what I didn’t even 
think of beforehand was the 
organization it brings. Instead of 
wires coming and going all over 
my desk, everything is centrally 
located and without the need of 
pulling cords in and out since I 
have more ports than needed. 
Think of the dock as your com¬ 
puter file cabinet. 

Online: eshop.macsales.com; 
$299, available in space gray or 
silver 


ITUNES MUSIC 

The top 10 songs and albums on iTunes 
for the week ending Nov. 9: 

1. "Perfect," Ed Sheeran 

2. "Havana" (feat. Young Thug), 

Camila Cabello 

3. "Thunder," Imagine Dragons 

4. "Call It What You Want," Taylor 
Swift 

5. "Too Good at Goodbyes," Sam 

6. "rockstar" (feat. 21 Savage), Post 
Malone 

7. "What Lovers Do" (feat. SZA), 
Maroon 5 

8. "Feel It Still," Portugal. The Man 

9. "Bodak Yellow," Card! B 

10. "Bad at Love," Halsey 

— Compiled by AP 


SPOTIFY MUSIC 

The top 10 songs on Spotify 
through Nov. 14: 

1. "rockstar," Post Malone 

2. "Havana," Camila Cabello 

3. "Too Good at Goodbyes," Sam 

4. "New Rules," Dua Lipa 

5. "Perfect," Ed Sheeran 

6. "What Lovers Do" (feat. SZA), 
Maroon 5 

7. "Gucci Gang," Lil Pump 

8. "Wolves," Selena Gomez 

9. "Let You Down," NF 

10. "Dusk Till Dawn" (Radio Edit), 

ZAYN 

— Compiled by Stars and Stripes 


ITUNES MOVIES 

The top 10 movies on iTunes 
for the week ending Nov. 12: 

1. "Cars 3" 

2. "Valerian and the 
City of a Thousand 
Planets" 

3. "The Hitman's 
Bodyguard" 

4. "Spider-Man: 

Homecoming" 

5. "War for the 
Planet of the Apes" 

6. "The Dark Tower" 

7. "Baby Driver" 

8. "Wonder Woman" 

9. "LeapI" 

10. "The Emoji Movie" 

— Compiled by AP 


VIDEO GAMES 

Game Informer ranks the Top 10 
handheld games for November: 

1. "Super Mario Odyssey," Switch 

2. "Metroid: Samus Returns," 3DS 

3. "Golf Story," Switch 

4. "Doom," Switch 

5. "Stardew Valley," Switch 

6. "Monster Hunter Stories," 3DS 

7. "Axiom Verge," Switch 

8. "The Flame and the Flood," Switch 

9. "Fire Emblem Warriors," Switch, 

3DS 

10. "FIFA 18," Switch 

— Compiled by TNS 


APPS 

The top Paid iPhone apps 
for the week ending Nov. 1 2: 

1. Minecraft, Mojang 

2. Heads Upl, Warner Bros. 

3. kirakira-H, Kentaro Yama 

4. Plague Inc., Ndemic Creations 

5. Bloons TD 5, Ninja Kiwi 

6. NBA2K18, 2K 

7. iSchedule, HotSchedules 

8. Facetune, Lightricks Ltd. 

9. Tiny Wings, Andreas llliger 

10. Geometry Dash, RobTop Games 
AB 

— Compiled by AP 
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WEEKEND 


CHECK IT OUT 


Events, entertainment and other ways to fill your free time 


1 

‘Justice League’ 
assembles 

The big collaborative super¬ 
hero movie that we’re not sure 
anyone’s been waiting for has 
landed. “Justice League” does 
have one big thing going for it 

— the smashing success of 
its Wonder Woman, played by 
Gal Gadot, in her standalone 
movie this summer. In a post- 
Superman era, civilization as 
we know it is falling apart, and 
a villain named Steppenwolf is 
poised to take advantage. Even 
worse, none of the remaining 
superheroes can fly! Never fear 

— a magic new Batmobile 
comes to the rescue. Critics 
haven’t been kind, but a flying 
Batmobile and a villain named 
Steppenwolf surely provide 
some entertainment value. 

• Read more about ‘Justice 
League’ on Pages 36-37. 



Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc./AP 

In “Justice League,” (from left) Aquaman (Jason Momoa), Wonder Woman (Gal Gadot), The Flash (Ezra Miller) and Cyborg (Ray Fisher) 
join forces with Batman (Ben Affleck, not pictured) to battle the villainous Steppenwolf. Where's Superman when you need him? 


2 

Taylor Swift makes the 
most of ‘Reputation’ 

Taylor Swift’s album is finally available to a no 
doubt eager public. Once everyone gets past 
the lyrics — which ex¬ 
boyfriend does that line 
refer to? and, wow, Taylor 
is getting a bit racy there! 

— the tunes themselves 
take over. Swift’s music 
has always been radio¬ 
ready, but on “Reputa¬ 
tion,” she’s achieved pure pop magic. 

• More, including a track-by-track 
breakdown, on Pages 24-25. 



‘Wonder’ charms 
with kindness 

For those who prefer films with more heart 
than explosions, “Wonder” will fill the bill. 

In the movie, based on a beloved 2012 
young adult novel, 10-year-old Auggie Pull¬ 
man (played by Jacob Tremblay) faces public 
school for the first time. That’s rough for 
anyone, but he has severe facial deformities 
that guarantee he’ll be singled out for nega¬ 
tive attention, fifth-grade style. The movie 
employs a soft touch, miraculously escaping 
a descent into Hallmark Channel-style cheese 
and telling its story from several viewpoints. 

• Review of ‘Wonder’ on Page 38. 


4 

AFN programs examine 
mankind in space 

If you dreamed of being an astronaut when 
you were a kid, an upcoming two-part series 
on AFN might interest you. The first install¬ 
ment, “A Year In Space,” follows American 
Scott Kelly’s record-breaking 12-month 
mission on the International Space Station 
as NASA charts the effects of long-duration 
spaceflight be comparing him to his identical 
twin on Earth, Mark Kelly. The second part, 
“Beyond a Year In Space,” introduces viewers 
to the next generation of astronauts training to 
leave Earth’s orbit and travel into deep space. 
• Shows air Saturday on AFN-Spectrum. 
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READ ALL ABOUT 


•TAYLOR SWIFT’S ‘REPUTATION,’ TRACK BY TRACK 


By Emily Yahr 

The Washington Post 

Late in the evening of Nov. 9, Taylor Swift's sixth studio album, 
“Reputation,” was officially unleashed on the world. 

In the past decade. Swift has gone from Nashville songwriting prodigy 
to one of the most powerful pop stars on the planet, and she has a lot of 
complicated feelings about her fame. Last year. Swift had a rough time in 
the public eye as she battled celebrity feuds and relationship drama. As 
the album title signals, it all had quite an effect on her life. 

In the introduction to the “Reputation” liner notes. Swift — who spent 
most of 2017 out of the spotlight — spelled out the theme of the record: 
“We think we know someone, but the truth is that we only know the 
version of them they have chosen to show us.” 

So taking that at face value, here’s a rundown of every track on the 
much-anticipated album — what Swift has decided to show us, and 
what she could be saying between the lines. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 37 

Taylor Swift’s new album sounds like a reflection of current pop radio. 

Photos by Mert & Marcus 


REVIEW 

rtplitiiliiiii 


4 

XTRA! 


Taylor Swift 

Reputation (Big Machine Records) 

If you’d stop thinking about her reputation, 
you’d'actually appreciate the musicality of 
Taylor Swift’s “Reputation.” 

Sure, she named the album that, so there 
will be blog posts and essays deciphering the 
lyrics — was that about Kanye? Calvin? — but 
listen to the music, and you’ll discover pure 
pop magic. 

On 2014’s “1989,” Swift showed she could 
deliver great pop songs. On “Reputation,” her 
sixth album, she has mastered it. 

, The production level has enhanced, with 
^ittle nuanced sounds throughout the album 

— including use of the vocoder — giving the 
tracks additional appeal. A good number of 
the 15 songs are bass heavy and beat-laden, 
while Swift tells the story of her life in the 
past two years — going from tabloid drama to 
falling in love. 

She’s striking on the exceptional “End 
Game,” veering into contemporary R&B ter¬ 
ritory. Co-stars include rap hitmaW Future 
and Ed Sheeran, who is sing-rapping in the 
style he performed before you fell in love 
with “Thinking Out Loud.” 

Like the singles “... Ready for It?” and 
“Look What You Made Me Do,” other tracks 
on the album have similar flair and a 
big sound, including “Don’t Blame Me,” 
“Getaway Car,” “Dancing With Our Hands 
Tied” and “King of My Heart.” 

Riding those big beats are the lyrics 

— Swift’s specialty. Some of the words hit 
hard like gunshots. 

“If a man talks sh— then I owe him noth¬ 
ing /1 don’t regret it one bit ’cause he had 
it coming,” she sings on “I Did Something 
Bad.” 

On the thumping and theatrical “This 
Is Why We Can’t Hak^e Nice Things,” her 
target is crystal clear. 

“And therein lies the issue / Friends 
don’t try to trick you / Get you on the 
phone and mind-twist you,” she sings. “But • 
I’m not the only friend you’ve lost lately / If 
only you weren’t so shady.” 

The album isn’t all boom boom pow and big 
beats. Closing track “New Year’s Eve” is soft, 
stripped and slowed down, reminisicent of 
some of Swift’s earlier work. “Gorgeous” and 
“Call It What You Want” also even out the 
gigantic sound of the album, produced with 
Jack Antonoff, Max Martin and Shellback. 

“Reputation” also showcases a more 
sensual side of Swift. The performer with 
“that good girl faith and a tight little skirt” 
sings about scratches on her lover’s back on 
“So It Goes ...” and a man’s hand in her hair 
on “Delicate,” one of the brightest spots on 
the album. On the falsetto-heavy “Dress,” 
another R&B-flavored gem. Swift is tipsy and 
spilling wine in the bathtub. 

“Only bought this dress so you can take it 
off,” she coos. 

This album’s got an outstanding reputation. 

— Mesfin Fekadu 
Associated Press 
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FROM PAGE 36 

1) “ ... Ready For It?” 

(written by Swift, Max Martin, Sheilback and 
Aii Payami) 

The lyrics indicate a romantic relationship (“In the 
middle of the night, in my dreams, you should see the 
things we do”), but the bonkers music video features 
a fight between two Swifts: an evil, smirking robot 
dressed all in black, and a cyborg trapped in a glass 
cage. Eventually, trapped cyborg Swift defeats robot 
Swift. 

Swift helpfully “liked” some posts on Tumbir written 
by fans who tried to analyze the song. According to one 
theory, the song “illuminates how media / society have 
so tirelessly tried to absolutely sabotage Taylor Swift’s 
soul, ravage her kind disposition and quite overtly 
vandalize her reputation.” 

2) “End Game” feat. Ed Sheeran and Future 
(Swift, Sheeran, Future, Martin and Sheilback) 

Perhaps the most direct track about how the world 
sees her (“Big reputation, big reputation, ohh you and 
me, we got big reputations ... you heard about me, oh, 

I got some big enemies.”). Swift raps with Future and 
her close pal, Ed Sheeran. 

Swift sings one telling verse by herself: “I bury 
hatchets, but I keep maps of where I put ’em / reputa¬ 
tion precedes me, they told you I’m crazy / I swear I 
don’t love the drama, it loves me.” This acknowledges 
her penchant for feuds and grudges (whether against 
Katy Perry for backup-dancer poaching; against Kanye 
West for calling her a “b—-” in a song; or against Kim 
Kardashian West for releasing that infamous phone call 
recording). And she forgets nothing. 

3) “I Did Something Bad” 

(Swift, Martin and Shellback) 

This song is full of contradictions, as Swift says 
people are accusing her of doing something bad — and 
even though that thing “felt so good,” she still did noth¬ 
ing wrong: “They’re burning all the witches, even if you 
aren’t one / They got their pitchforks and proof, their 
receipts and reasons.” She dramatically accepts her 
fate. “So light me up.” 

She also puts “playboys” and “narcissists” on blast 
for manipulating her. No worries, she says — because 
she manipulates them first: “I play ’em like a violin, and 
I make it look oh so easy.” 

4) “Don’t Blame Me” 

(Swift, Martin and Sheilback) 

A track about a very intense relationship (“For you, 

I would cross the line, I would waste my time, I would 
lose my mind”) she throws gossip enthusiasts a bone 
by referencing her older celebrity boyfriends: “I’ve been 
breaking hearts a long time and toying with them older 
guys.” Swift has been vocal about this theme since her 
country music days with “Dear John,” a not-so-veiled 
tale about her relationship with John Mayer and their 
12-year age gap. 

5) “Delicate” 

(Swift, Martin and Sheilback) 

The first line delves right into Swift’s tough year. 

“My reputation’s never been worse, so you must like 
me for me,” she sings. She doesn’t go into detail, and 
the track is more about the obsessive days of a new 
relationship: “Is it cool that I said all that? Is it too soon 
to do this yet? ’Cause I know that it’s delicate ...” 

6) “Look What You Made Me Do” 

(Swift, Jack Antonoff, Fred Fairbrass, 

Richard Fairbrass and Rob Manzoii) 

As the first single released from the album in 
August, the internet figured out that the “little games” 
and “tilted stage” lines were about West. As Swift de¬ 
clares that the “old Taylor” is “dead,” she seethes with 
vengeance: “The world moves on, another day, another 
drama, drama / But not for me, not for me, all I think 
about is karma.” 

The music video also mocks her critics, and she 
preemptively makes fun of herself for everything that 
she knows people say about her — that she’s not really 
that nice, she loves to play the victim, etc. 

7) “So It Goes ...” 

(Swift, Martin, Sheiiback and Oscar Gs) 

“Taylor Swift Sheds Her Good Girl Image on ‘Repu¬ 
tation,’” one review of the album enthused, as critics 
grappled with Swift’s “edgier” lyrics, some of which 
appear on this song: “You know I’m not a bad girl but 
I do bad things with you” and “dressed in black now 
... scratches down your back now.” This track hints 
that it’s about the same person as the one featured in 
“Gorgeous,” as both tunes reference meeting someone 
in a bar. Which leads us to ... 


8) “Gorgeous” 

(Swift, Martin and Sheiiback) 

At her “secret sessions,” where Swift played the 
album early for fans, the pop star allegedly told listen¬ 
ers that “if anyone made any accusations of who this 
song is about we tell them it is 100 percent about her 
angel boyfriend of one year.” For those unaware, that 
would be British actor Joe Alwyn, though the two have 
been virtually invisible in public. (Apparently that’s 
intentional, after her much-photographed romance 
with Tom Hiddleston caused much mockery and a 
worldwide frenzy.) 

Anyway, this song is about someone who is so 
attractive that it’s hard to look at them, especially if 
you’re worried they don’t feel the same attraction: 
“You’ve ruined my life by not being mine.” 

9) “Getaway Car” 

(Swift and Antonoff) 

“A circus ain’t a love story, and now we’re both sorry 
... we’re both sorry,” Swift says in this tune about 
a relationship doomed from the start. Could this be 
about the “Hiddleswift” situation, which indeed turned 
into a media circus? 

10) “King of My Heart” 

(Swift, Martin and Sheiiback) 

“All the boys in their expensive cars with their Range 
Rovers and their Jaguars / Never took me quite where 
you do,” Swift sings as she chronicles a glorious love 
story after a lot of bad ones. “You are the one I have 
been waiting for / King of my heart, body and soul.” 

Is it a coincidence that she was photographed with 
Calvin Harris (with whom she had an unfortunate 
breakup) in a Range Rover and Hiddleston in a Jaguar? 
If you don’t know the answer to that question, we’re 
not sure why you’re even reading this. 

11) “Dancing With Our Hands Tied” 

(Swift, Martin, Shellback and Oscar Gs) 

The song kicks off with a mention of someone who 
is 25 years old, Alwyn’s age when they met, so take 
from that what you will. Here, Swift seems to worry 
that the massive attention on her relationships could 
ruin everything again, but then reasons that their love 
is so intense that it won’t matter: “I loved you in spite 
of deep fears that the world would divide us / So iDaby 
can we dance, oh through an avalanche.” 

12) “Dress” 

(Swift and Antonoff) 

Listeners at the secret sessions report that Swift’s 
parents were extremely uncomfortable while listening 
to this very intimate song: “I’m spilling wine in the bath 
tub, you kiss my face and we’re both drunk ... I don’t 
want you like a best friend, only bought this dress so 
you could take it off.” 

13) “This Is Why We Can’t Have Nice Things” 

(Swift and Antonoff) 

This track is already drawing the most attention, 
probably because it most directly addresses the Kanye 
situation. “It was so nice throwing big parties, jump 
into the pool from the balcony / Everyone swimming 
in a champagne sea,” Swift sings in the beginning, con¬ 
firming that her famous July 4 parties are as extrava¬ 
gant as you would imagine. 

Then things take a turn: “Why’d you have to rain on 
my parade?” she asks. A few weeks after her July 4, 
2016, party, Kim Kardashian West leaked a recording 
of a conversation between Swift and West that painted 
Swift as a liar. “Friends don’t try to trick you, get you 
on the phone and mind-twist you,” Swift sings. She 
adds, “It was so nice being friends again / There I was 
giving you a second chance, but you stabbed me in the 
back while shaking my hand,” a reference to how they 
mended fences after the 2009 VMAs incident. 

14) “Call It What You Want” 

(Swift and Antonoff) 

Back to a love story — or, specifically, about 
someone who loves her even as her reputation took 
a hit, and alludes to her time out of the public view: 

“My castle crumbled overnight, I brought a knife to a 
gunfight, they took the crown but it’s alright / All the 
liars are calling me one, nobody’s heard from me for 
months — I’m doing better than I ever was.” 

15) “New Year’s Day” 

(Swift and Antonoff) 

For an album that reflects on such a dark time 
period, it ends on a message of hope. “I want your 
midnights / But I’ll be cleaning up bottles with you on 
New Year’s Day,” Swift sings. It also hits on an earlier 
Swift songwriting theme, which is an intense need to 
remember everything: “Hold on to the memories, they 
will hold onto you.” 




Sharon Jones 
& the Dap-Kings 

Soul of a Woman (Daptone Records) 

Sharon Jones recorded “Soul of 
a Woman” with the extraordinarily 
able and reliable Dap-Kings while 
battling the cancer that took her 
life a year ago — but her energy 
and vocal prowess are undimin¬ 
ished here. 

Nearly all band members wrote 
material for the album, which 
offers a snug fit for Jones and 
continues the group’s aesthetic of 
true soul sounds. The balance tilts 
slightly toward ballads, especially 
on the second half 

Jones was a powerhouse onstage, 
and the one-two combination of the 
hopeful “Matter of Time” with the 
forgiving “Sail On!” gets the record 
off to an urgent start. “Rumors” is a 
playful, Latin-flavored dance-floor 
filler with some exquisite harmo¬ 
nies from Jones herself 

Curtis Mayfield could have in¬ 
spired “Searching for a New Day,” 
and “Girl! (You Got to Forgive 
Him)” has the drama of a James 
Bond theme song sung by Shirley 
Bassey and written by Isaac Hayes. 

Fittingly, the album closes with 
Jones’ own gospel composition, 
“Call On God.” The testimonial was 
written in the late 1970s, recorded 
in 2007 and features backing vocals 


added shortly after Jones’ death by 
members of choir of the Universal 
Church of God, an ensemble she led 
for years. 

Despite the spirituality of the last 
song and a couple of tunes about 
time, the band’s seventh studio 
album doesn’t convey a sense of 
finality. You can be sure there were 
tears in its making and you may 
shed some yourself knowing its 
conclusion, but Jones stayed true to 
herself and recorded only when she 
really felt up to it. 

Recognition and success came 
late in life to Jones, but her final 
performances are recurring proof 
that both were extremely well 
deserved. 

— Pablo Gorondi 
Associated Press 


Kid Rock 


Sweet Southern Sugar 
(Broken Bow/BMG/Top Dog) 


Getting your new album no¬ 
ticed these days seems to involve 
elaborate publicity stunts and 
social media gimmicks, but Kid 
Rock upped the ante this fall — he 
flirted with a run for the Senate. 
Even Taylor Swift hasn’t gone that 
far. 

The Detroit rocker was, of 
course, just pulling our leg, and 
now that “Sweet Southern Sugar” 
is out, it’s pretty clear that Kid 
Rock should have just let the 
music speak for itself The faux 
senator has got himself a darn 
good album here. 

The 10 strong tracks have Kid 
Rock’s signature stew of Southern 
rock, rap and country, layered 
with expletive-laden lyrics that 
evoke Old Glory patriotism, 
Don’t-Step-on-Me cockiness and a 
celebration of redneck culture. It’s 
sweet all right, with just enough 
sour to keep it interesting. 

There are satisfying arena- 
ready rockers like “Greatest Show 
on Earth,” “American 
Rock ‘n Roll” and “Stand 
the Pain,” along with 
proud Southern-fried 
tunes like “Tennes¬ 
see Mountain Top” 
and the playful. 


bluesy “Raining Whiskey.” 

The rock-rap anthem “Grand¬ 
pa’s Jam” — yes, the Kid is now 
a grandpa — bizarrely name- 
checks Swift, J. Paul Getty, Wolf¬ 
gang Puck, the Doobie Brothers, 
Chelsea Handler and the Yeti. You 
kind of have to give him props, 
even as you chuckle. 

Kid Rock also gets serious with 
the wistful, suicide-referenc¬ 
ing “Back to the Otherside” and 
a dark cover of the Four Tops’ 
“Sugar Pie Honey Bunch,” which 
in his hands now seems to evoke 
drug addiction. Yes, Kid Rock can 
go deep, too. 

It turns out that Congress’ 
loss might actually be our 
gain. 


— Mark Kennedy 
Associated Press 
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CALL OF DUTY 

Series returns to past glory with ‘WWH’ 


By Brian Bowers 
Stars and Stripes 


I n promoting “Call of Duty: 
WWII,” Activision has 
touted a return to tradition. 
The publisher points to 
the return to the battlegrounds 
of World War II, where the 
franchise got its start. And 
frequent references to “boot on 
the ground” gameplay empha¬ 
size the absence of the futuristic 
I super soldiers 
who leaped, 
bounded and 
flew through 
the last few 



However, 

I the latest flrst- 
I person shooter 
makes so many 
bold changes to the franchise’s 
format that it’s quickly apparent 
that it’s anything but traditional 
— and that’s for the best. 

The stereotypical Call of Duty 
campaign features a one-man 
army running and gunning 
his way to victory. And online 
matches are frantic kill zones 
where adrenaline is more preva¬ 
lent than skill. 

Much of that changes in “Call 
of Duty: WWII,” which was 
developed by Sledgehammer 
Games for Activision. 

Through most of the cam¬ 
paign, you play as Red Daniels, 


Overall grade: 


a Texan who hits the beaches of 
Normandy with the 1st Infan¬ 
try Division and fights his way 
across Europe. 

One of the biggest changes is 
evident in Daniels’ squad. In¬ 
stead of a one-man army, Daniels 
is the heart of a team that fights 
together. 

Although their marksmanship 
is questionable, his squadmates 
are incredibly helpful in a Are- 
fight. Various members can pro¬ 
vide medical packs, ammunition 
and grenades and even call in 
artillery or spot enemies. These 
abilities are crucial to success 
— and help create the feeling 
you’re part of a fighting team. 

While the game doesn’t actu¬ 
ally depict squad-level tactics, its 
dynamics force you to slow down 
and think about your actions. 
Running ahead of your squad is 
likely to get you killed. It’s much 
better to take a few seconds to 
analyze the situation and go in 
with their support. 

In addition to being lynchpins 
of gameplay, your squadmates 
are key elements in the game’s 
storyline. Both the narrative and 
the characters will be familiar to 
anyone who’s watched a handful 
of WWII movies, but they’re still 




interesting and well developed 
by video game standards. 

The basic outline of the mis¬ 
sions will also be familiar to 
fans of the franchise. There are 
frontal assaults, stealthy infil¬ 
trations, wild car rides, a tank 
battle and an aerial dogfight. 

And in typical Call of Duty style, 
there’s only one path to victory, 
so don’t expect to roam freely 
about the map. But each mission 
is well designed with plenty of 
interesting activities and exciting 
challenges. 

No matter how good the cam¬ 
paign is. Call of Duty lives and 
dies on the quality of its multi¬ 
player modes. Many gamers will 
never meet Red Daniels even 
though they’ll spend dozens — or 
hundreds — of hours playing the 
game. 

With these gamers in mind. 
Sledgehammer has revamped 
the competitive multiplayer 
modes and the cooperative Nazi 
Zombies mode. 

Before joining the online 
competition, players rally on a 
bluff overlooking Omaha Beach 
in Normandy. Here, you can 
prepare for battle by connecting 
with other players, collecting 
new gear and missions, tweaking 
your character’s appearance and 
honing your marksmanship. 

When creating multiplayer 


characters, players select a “divi¬ 
sion” to join. Each corresponds to 
a different combat class, focusing 
on different weapons and attri¬ 
butes. For example, troops in the 
infantry division focus on mid- 
and long-range combat and can 
make bayonet charges. Those 
in the airborne division are fast 
and quiet and are armed with 
suppressed weapons. But within 
each division, there’s a decent 
amount of flexibility in selecting 
combat perks and customizing 
weapons. 

The best addition to the mul¬ 
tiplayer lineup is the War mode. 
This is similar to the Rush mode 
in the “Battlefield” franchise, in 
which one team attacks a series 
of objectives while the other 
defends. The War mode packs an 
incredible amount of action and 
excitement into each map. Since 
the multiplayer modes don’t 
include vehicle or air combat, 
the maps are smaller than in 
“Battlefield,” which adds to the 
intensity. My only mqjor gripes 
with War are the paucity of mis¬ 
sions currently available and the 
overpowered sniper rifles that 
can utterly shut down a foe in 
certain areas. 

While the new War mode is 
getting a lot of attention, tradi¬ 
tionalists shouldn’t despair. The 
game still offers team death 


match, capture-the-flag and 
other popular multiplayer modes. 

For those who prefer coop¬ 
eration to competition, the game 
offers an updated version of 
Nazi Zombies. In this mode, up 
to four players try to survive 
waves of undead attackers. The 
mode includes new characters, 
settings, zombies and perks as 
well as upgradable weapons and 
interesting tasks to complete. 

The map is very well designed, 
allowing enough room to run but 
also plenty of tight spaces where 
fighting can become ferocious. As 
usual, teamwork is absolutely es¬ 
sential if you plan to survive more 
than a few waves of the undead. 

“Call of Duty: WWII” is pretty 
solid technically. Call of Duty 
is known for good graphics, but 
Sledgehammer has raised the 
bar even higher with exception¬ 
ally detailed renderings of faces, 
gear and settings, as well as life¬ 
like animations. I saw a few dead 
people standing and weapons 
floating in midair, but graphi¬ 
cal glitches are pretty rare. And 
the controls, match-making and 
performance were good, though 
not flawless. 

The game lands solidly in 
mature territory because of vio¬ 
lence and gruesome depictions of 
battlefield casualties. 

After recent tours as covert 
operators and futuristic fighters. 
Call of Duty veterans should em¬ 
brace Red Daniels and his squad. 
While the fighting is a welcome 
return to the basics, changes to the 
gameplay and multiplayer modes 
dehver plenty of new opportunities 
and challenges. 

Bottom line: A- 

Platforms: Xbox One, PlaySta¬ 
tion 4 (tested), PC 

Online: callofduty.com/wwii 

Activision provided a compli¬ 
mentary copy of the game for 
review purposes. 


Land in Normandy on D-Day and 
battle across Europe through 
iconic locations in “Call of Duty: 
WWII.” The latest installment 
features Nazi Zombies, a 
cooperative mode that unleashes 
a frightening new horror story. 

Photos courtesy of Activision 
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Riesling on the Rhine 


Palace offers wine, food and atmosphere 



A display of Schloss Vollrads’ wines on display at the palace complex’s modem wine-tasting pavilion. 
The paiace has been producing wine for more than 800 years. 


By Dan Stoutamire 
Stars and Stripes 

S ituated near the top 
of an impressive hill 
overlooking the small 
town of Oestrich-Winkel, 
Germany, and the Rhine River, 
Schloss Vollrads is a medieval 
and renaissance palace complex 
that is now gaining renown as a 
producer of good Riesling. 

The complex is dominated by a 
massive residential and protec¬ 
tive tower, built by the noble von 
Greiffenclau family in the early 
14th century. Buoyed by the 
wealth the land provided in tim¬ 
ber and wine, the family added 
a sizable manor house in the late 
17th century. 

Schloss Vollrads’ current 
incarnation is unmistakably 
modern. Besides making and 
selling wine, it is using the grand 
manor house as a restaurant and 
banquet hall for weddings and 
other mqjor events. 

The restaurant serves both 
high-end cuisine and traditional 
German comfort food, such as 
schnitzel and roasted potatoes. 
According to event manager 
Christian Cavallo, the comfort 
food is good hiking fare for the 
hundreds of visitors the palace 
greets every year due to its 
location along the Rheinstrecke 
hiking trail, which runs from 
Wiesbaden to Bonn. 

After a meal or before, guests 
can walk along the old palace 
grounds and in the hereditary 
forest of the von Greiffenclau 
family, now a protected wilder¬ 
ness area. In the winter, the ter¬ 


rain is a little bare, but for most 
of the year it is lush, green and 
offers splendid views of the pal¬ 
ace and the Rhine. For hundreds 
of years, the river has carried 
the palace’s wine to markets 
along its shores. 

For all of its history and 
beauty, the main attraction at the 
palace has to be its wine. Like 
most vineyards of the Rheingau 
region, it specializes in Riesling, 


producing three m^or varieties 
— dry, semidry and sweet. Wine 
tastings are available year-round 
in English; a minimum of 12 peo¬ 
ple per group is recommended. 

For Americans — and anyone 
who likes turkey — the palace 
has recently begun an annual 
prix fixe Thanksgiving menu 
(39 euros), with corn chowder, 
stuffed turkey, cranberry sauce 
and other traditional favorites. 


Reservations are required for 
this meal and for Christmas 
dinner (42 euros), served daily 
for two weeks before the holiday. 
Both meals are three courses. 

Out of the way, but not too far 
off of the beaten path, Schloss 
Vollrads has something for every 
visitor: history, good food and 
excellent views. 

stoutamire.dan@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DKS_Stripes 


ON THE QT 

DIRECTIONS 

Vollradser Allee, 65375 
Oestrich-Winkel, Germany. 
From Wiesbaden, take the 
A66 toward Rudesheim. 
From there, get on the B42. 
In Oestrich-Winkel, take a 
right on Im Kreuzgarten, 
which becomes Engerweg. 
Turn left off Greiffenclau- 
strasse, then right on Obere 
Schwemmbach. Continue on 
Obere Schwemmbach, which 
becomes Vollradser Allee. 

TIMES 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays, 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays- 
Wednesdays, 9 a.m. to 9:30 
p.m. Thursdays-Saturdays. 

COSTS 

Admission is free. 

FOOD 

In the restaurant, soups 
and starters cost 9-13 euros 
and main dishes cost 15- 
22 euros. Strolling wine 
tastings cost 19.50 euros 
($22.60) for three wines and 
22 euros for four. Seated 
wine tastings (are 31.50 
euros for eight wines. 

INFORMATION 

Phone (-F49) (0) 67 23660, 
email: info@schlossvollrads. 
de, website: schlossvollrads. 
de (with English option). 

— Dan Stoutamire 



The entrance to Schloss Vollrads, 
a winery, historic site and event space 
that looms above the town of 
Oestrich-Winkel near Wiesbaden, 
Germany. The palace was 
originally constructed in the j 

1330s as the seat of the noble j 
von Greiffenclau family. M 
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Portugal's Nazare keeps seaside traditions 



Courtesy of Rick Steves 


Jovial folk bands in festive costumes bring life to the sandy sidewalks of Nazare, 
Portugal. According to legend, the women wear skirts with seven petticoats. 


ust two hours north of Lisbon, 
Portugal, is one of my favorite 
beach towns: Nazare, an Atlantic 
Coast fishing village turned tourist 
retreat. Visitors are greeted by the ener¬ 
getic applause of the surf and fishermen 
mending nets. This is a place to relax in 
the Portuguese sun among cork groves 
and eucalyptus trees. 

Nazare strikes the ideal balance be¬ 
tween romantic old-world Portugal and 
bustling seaside resort. Though most lo¬ 
cals seem older than many buildings here, 
the town feels like a Portuguese Coney 
Island — humming with young people 
who fiock here for beach fun. Off-season, 
it’s almost tourist-free — the perfect time 
to take in the wild surf and get a feel for 
the local way of life. 

The town’s layout is simple: Super-skin¬ 
ny streets with sun-bleached apartment 
blocks stretch away from an expansive, 
wide beach. The beach sweeps between 
the new harbor in the south and the cliffs 
to the north, capped by the old-town 
neighborhood of Sitio. 

It seems that most of Nazare’s 15,000 
inhabitants are in the tourist trade, but it’s 
not hard to find pockets of vivid and au¬ 
thentic culture. I like to stroll through the 
market and wander the back streets for 
a fine look at Portuguese family life. Laun¬ 
dry fiaps in the wind, kids play soccer and 
fish sizzle over tiny curbside hibachis. 

Nazare is famous for its traditionally 
clad women who — at least according to 
local lore — wear skirts with seven pet¬ 
ticoats (one for each day, or for the seven 
colors of the rainbow... or make up your 
own legend). While the story is probably 
an invention for the sake of tourism, there 
is an element of truth to it. 

In the old days, women would wait on 


the beach for fishermen to sail home. To 
keep warm in the face of a cold sea wind 
while staying modestly covered, they 
would wear several petticoats so they 
could fold layers over their heads, backs 
and legs. 

Even today, older and more traditional 
women still wear 
skirts made 
bulky by several 

— though not as 
many as seven 

— petticoats. 

The ensemble is 
completed with 
house slippers, an 
apron (hand-em¬ 
broidered by the 
wearer), a woolen 
cape, head scarf 
and flamboyant 
jewelry, including 

chunky gold earrings (often passed down 
from generation to generation). 

Nazare doesn’t have any blockbuster 
sights, but its people-watching could 
keep you busy for days. The beach, tasty 
seafood and a funicular ride are the bright 
lights of my lazy Nazare memories. A fu¬ 
nicular, which leads from the beach up to 
the Sitio neighborhood, was built in 1889, 
the same year as the Eiffel Tower. 

With its own church, museum and main 
square, Sitio feels like a separate village 
on a scenic bluff Up here, a stone memo¬ 
rial honors explorer Vasco da Gama, who 
stopped here before leaving Europe for 
India. A tiny adjacent chapel sits on the 
spot where a statue of the Black Madonna 
hid in the rocks throughout the 400 years 
of this region’s Muslim Moorish rule 
(before it was rediscovered during the 
12th-century Christian Reconquista). 


Down along the beach, local folk music 
groups play and dance proudly for visi¬ 
tors. On my latest trip, I was treated to a 
show by the town’s oldest group, which 
has been kicking up Nazare’s sand since 
1934. If they’re not on the beach, you’ll 
find them dancing on a sidewalk inlaid 
with fine Portuguese stonework. 

When these dancers were younger, the 
vast beach at Nazare was littered with 
colorful fishing boats that would be hauled 
in by oxen or teams of fishermen. But ever 
since a new harbor was built south of town 
(a 30-minute walk away), the working 
boats have been kept out of sight — only 
a few historic examples still ornament 
the sand. On the boardwalk, squadrons 


of sun-dried and salted fish are crucified 
on nets left under the midday sun. Locals 
claim they’re delicious, but I’d rather eat 
barnacles! 

Barnacles (percebes) are sold on the 
street like munchies. Like boiled clams, 
they washed down with local beer. Fresh 
barnacles are expensive, as they are dan¬ 
gerous to harvest from rocks they cling to 
amid turbulent waves along the coast. But 
rip off the tough outer skin of one of these 
guys and pop it in your mouth, knowing 
it was harvested just hours ago ... and it’s 
worth the expense and all that trouble. 

Rick Steves (ricksteves.com) writes European 
travei guidebooks and hosts travel shows on pub¬ 
lic television and public radio. Email him at rick@ 
ricksteves.com and follow his blog on Facebook. 




Rick Steves 
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Ice Magic’ in Belgium 

Kids in particular should 
warm to a pair of ice sculpture 
exhibitions taking place in Bel¬ 
gium over the coming weeks. 

“Ice Magic” in Hasselt, 
Belgium, has adopted the theme 
of Antarctic exploration for its 
current batch of icy creations, 
drawing upon the voyage of 
Hasselt’s native son Adrien de 
Gerlache to the frozen continent 
aboard the ship Belgica in 1897- 
1899. Ice walls, frozen seas and 
crevices reveal penguins, sea 
lions, whales and other denizens 
of a cold and distant world. 

“Ice Magic” runs Nov. 19 
to Jan. 8. The chilly pavilion 
housing the exhibition is part 
of Hasselt’s Winterland, located 
at Kolonel Dusartplein. Hours 
are generally from noon to 10 
p.m. daily; times vary around 
the holidays. Entry costs 9 euros 
($10.44) for adults, 7 euros for 
students, 6 euros for ages 4-12 
and is free for those up to age 3. 
See ijssculptuur.be/en. 

Bruges’ Ice Sculpture Festival, 
Nov. 25-Jan. 7, celebrates the 
25th anniversary of the opening 
of Disneyland Paris with depic¬ 
tions of popular characters from 
Disney, Pixar, Marvel and Star 
Wars. 

The exhibition takes place in 
the cool premises of the Ice Pal¬ 
ace, a temporary structure set up 
on the square in front of the rail- 



Karen Bradbury 


Read more about things to do 

in the Europe Traveler blog: Pu 
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way station. Hours are from 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. Entry costs 
12 euros for adults, 10 euros for 
students, 8 euros for ages 4-11 
and is free for those up to age 3. 
Get details at icesculpture.be. 

Craft beer in Mainz 

Beer lovers eager to check 
out Germany’s nascent craft 
beer scene might want to set 
their sights on a craft beer fair 
in Mainz running through the 
weekend. 

During the third edition of the 
Mainzer CraftBeerMesse, about 
50 exhibitors serve more than 
300 beers for sampling on the 
spot or to take home. The brew¬ 
ers will show how the use of vari¬ 
ous malts and hops can produce 
new tastes while still adhering 
to the 500-year-old Beer Purity 


Law; other makers step out of the 
boundaries of the ancient edict 
and add ingredients from spices 
to orange peels. Would-be home 
brewers can learn how it’s done 
or purchase supplies at the hobby 
brewer’s market. 

The fair takes place from 2 
p.m. to 10 p.m. Nov. 17-18 in 
Mainz’s Halle 45. Single-day 
tickets cost 12 euros; there’s also 
a 5-euro deposit on the manda¬ 
tory tasting glass. Tickets pur¬ 
chased online are valid for use of 
public transportation within the 
Rhein-Nahe-Nahverkehrsbund 
network; from Mainz’s main 
train station, take tram 50 or 51 
in the direction of Finthen five 
stops to Zwerchallee/Halle 45. 
For info, see craftbeermesse.de. 

Sinterklaas arrives 
in Amsterdam 

The Dutch of all ages love 
their Sinterklaas, so much so that 
nearly 400,000 spectators turn 
out to catch sight of the red- 
caped old gent when he calls in 
to Amsterdam from his home in 
Spain. 

On Nov. 19, Sinterklaas and 
his 400 helpers known as Pieten 
enter the city on a half-mile-long 
flotilla of floats and boats. The 
convoy sets forth from De Omval 
at 10 a.m. and makes its way 
along the Nieuwe Herengracht 
canal to the Scheepvaartmuseum 
(Maritime Museum), which it 



Courtesy of icesculpture.be 


Bruges’ Ice Sculpture Festival, Nov. 25-Jan. 7, celebrates the 25th 
anniversary of the opening of Disneyland Paris with depictions of 
popular characters from Disney, Pbiar, Marvel and Star Wars. 


reaches about 11:30 a.m. From 
there at noon, Sinterklaas swaps 
the boat for his beloved white 
horse, Amerigo; many of the Pi¬ 
eten hop onto bicycles or lace up 
skates; and together they parade 
over the Waterlooplein and the 
Rembrandtplein before arriving 
at Dam Square, where singing 
and merriment ensues. 

Despite the enduring popular¬ 
ity of the arrival of Sinterklaas, 
the event has long sparked 
heated debate. The character of 
Sinterklaas’ companion, Zwarte 
Piet, or Black Pete, was tradi¬ 
tionally played by a Dutch native 


with a blackened face, red lips, 
gold earrings and an Afro wig. 
These portrayals are gradually 
being re-interpreted, and in 2014, 
Chimney Petes with smudges of 
soot on their faces appeared in 
Amsterdam’s festivities. Their 
numbers have steadily increased, 
and this year, for the first time 
ever, all participating Petes will 
be Chimney Petes. They’ll also 
be stepping out in new wigs and 
costumes based on the look of 
16th-century Spanish noblemen. 

For details, see sintinamster- 
dam.nl/organisatie/overige-in- 
formatie/english. 
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Photos by Gregory BROOME/Stars and Stripes 

A box of a dozen doughnuts from the new Dunkin’ Donuts location in Kaiserslautern. 


Aunt Edith’s rolls 
pass test of time 


By Bethany Jean Clement 
The Seattle Times 

W hen I was little, my 
family went several 
times a year to the 
home of Aunt Edith 
— my mom’s aunt and the de 
facto matriarch of that side of 
the family, a warm, no-fuss 
woman who loved us and loved 
cooking. 

Dinner happened at a speci¬ 
fied time at her house, not just 
whenever it was ready, at the 
table with its linens instead of 
paper napkins and pretty china. 

Aunt Edith’s cooking was 
different from ours — we had 
pesto, she had pot roast. She 
made things like deviled eggs, 
Wiggly and delicious, and 
twice-baked potatoes, ethereal¬ 
ly creamy and piped with fiuted 
edges back into their jackets. 


Such magic! 

Aunt Edith gave me things 
over the years: some of her 
costume jewelry, including a 
pin shaped like a funny little 
dog with rhinestone spots, and 
several gorgeous, glossy-black 
manual typewriters from the 
days when she and her hus¬ 
band, Uncle Jack, ran a real- 
estate business. 

When, as a grown-up, I ad¬ 
mired her dinner rolls — sim¬ 
ple, tender, always served 
warm with butter — she was 
delighted. “They’re so easy!” 
she said. And she wrote out the 
recipe on an index card, with 
“Rolls Good + Easy,” in her 
perfect cursive at the top, the 
words underlined for emphasis. 

It’s a recipe I will always 
treasure. 

Here, I share it with you for 
your holiday tables. 


EDITH GUNNING’S GOOD + EASY DINNER ROLLS 


After Hours: Germany 


The new location of Dunkin’ Donuts at K in Lautem offers the 
brand’s reliable and popular collection of coffee, donuts and other 
breakfast foods. We found the service quick and friendly. 


By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

A merica runs on 

Dunkin’. That’s the 
tagline the coffee 
and doughnuts chain 
Dunkin’ Donuts has used to sum¬ 
marize its ubiquitous presence 
and popularity in the United 
States. 

Now Germany is starting 
to break into a brisk walk on 
Dunkin’. 

There are 60 Dunkin’ Donuts 
locations in the country, accord¬ 
ing to the company’s German 
website, and mostly are clustered 
in m^or cities such as Berlin, 
Frankfurt and Stuttgart. Now, 
however, there are two Dunkin’ 
locations to run to in the decid¬ 
edly nonmetropolitan region of 
Kaiserslautern. 

A Dunkin’ outpost opened 
in the Kaiserslautern Military 
Community Center at Ramstein 
Air Base — and therefore it’s not 
included on the company’s list of 
German locations — in the sum¬ 
mer of 2016. In the fall of 2017, 
Dunkin’ debuted a shop in K in 
Lantern, the enormous shopping 
mall that opened in downtown 
Kaiserslautern two years earlier. 

The new K in Lantern location 
delivers on what makes Dunkin’ 
a stateside fixture — predict¬ 
ability. It offers a solid array of 
coffees, a case full of colorful, 
attractive doughnuts and a few 
other breakfast foods. On my 
visit, the cases were full, the cof¬ 
fee was hot and the service was 
quick and friendly. 

But the outpost disappoints in 
one important way: location. 

A key feature of the stateside 
Dunkin’ experience is con¬ 
venience. One can stop in or 
drive through on a commute or 
errand and proceed with coffee 


DUNKIN’ 

DONUTS 

Location: At K in Lantern, 
Fackelrondell 1, Kaiser¬ 
slautern 

Hours: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
Mondays-Saturdays, closed 
Sundays 

Information: Facebook: 
de-de.facebook.com/ 
ddkaiserslautern, company 
website: dunkin-donuts.de. 

— Gregory Broome 


and doughnut happily in that 
hand. It’s why the restaurant 
has become a part of so many 
Americans’ morning routines, 
particularly in the northeast. 

The K in Lantern shop isn’t 


so accessible. It’s on the under¬ 
ground fioor of a four-level shop¬ 
ping mall, surrounded by various 
competing eateries that detract 
from its ambience. There’s no 
stopping in for a grab-and-go 
here — a visitor must park in 
the mall’s rooftop structure or 
a nearby garage, walk from 
the bus stop across the street 
or wander in from the adjacent 
pedestrian zone, then navigate 
elevators or escalators to the 
basement level. 

This makes a trip to Dunkin’ 
Donuts more difficult than I’d 
like. But I realize It’s unfair 
to expect Germany to re-cre¬ 
ate every typically American 
experience, even when it involves 
a classic American restaurant. 
I’m just happy there’s another 
Dunkin’ within running dis¬ 
tance. 


broome.gregory@stripes.com 
Twitter: @broomestripes 



Makes 12 large or 16 small 
rolls 

“Start about 4:15 for 6 o’clock 
dinner,” was Aunt Edith’s 
reminder, written on the recipe 
card. She used shortening 
instead of olive oil, and I’ve cut 
the amount of sugar in half 
Ingredients: 

1 packet yeast ( 2 V 4 teaspoons 
or, in Aunt Edith’s era, 1 cake) 

V4 cup lukewarm water 
V2 cup warm milk 
V4 cup olive oil 
1 tablespoon sugar 
V2 teaspoon salt 
1 egg 

2V4 cups flour 

Directions: 

Combine all ingredients in a 
large bowl, in order. (Editor’s 
note: I like to give it a stir after 
the milk to get the yeast think¬ 
ing, then after the egg to com¬ 
bine; I also like to sift the fiour, 
partly because I like sifting and 
partly because this recipe just 
seems almost too easy.) 

Beat with a spoon until 


glossy (if it gets sticky, you 
can use your hands to knead 
gently). 

Let rise in a warm place, 
covered with a clean dish towel 
until double in bulk, about one 
hour. 

Stir down and divide into but¬ 
tered muffin tin — grease fin¬ 
gers and roll smooth off spoon. 
(To get them all about the same 
size, I pull the dough in half, 
then divide each half in two 
again, then into thirds for 12 
rolls. If you want to get fancy, 
you can divide each individual 
roll-ball into thirds and nest 
them together in the muffin-tin 
compartment, so each roll pulls 
apart into three lobes when 
eaten.) 

Let rise again about half an 
hour to top of muffin cups. 

Brush top with melted but¬ 
ter. (Here, Aunt Edith offers a 
forgiving parenthetical: “I don’t 
bother.”) Bake at 375 degrees 
for 10-15 minutes. (Serve warm 
with lots of butter!) 



Bethany Jean Clement, The Seattle Times/TNS 

“Rolls Good + Easy” are best served warm with real butter. 





















Page 30 




Stars and Stripes 


Friday, November 17,2017 


WEEKEND: TRAVEL 



As free as the breeze 

A chartered sailboat beats a cruise liner as best way to hop Greek islands 



Photos by Walter NicKLiN/for The Washington Post 

Attesting to its popularity, the Naoussa boat slip on the island of Paros is crowded as the solitude of the open sea beckons. 



With the sailboat snug in the horseshoe-shaped harbor below, there's ample time to hike and explore yet 
another rugged Aegean island. 


By Walter Nicklin 

Special to The Washington Post 

L ike vagabonds, seven of 
us, duffels in tow, loi¬ 
tered leisurely along the 
bustling quays, tavernas 
and kafenia of Naoussa harbor on 
the Greek island of Paros. (Per¬ 
haps only in the Mediterranean 
do “leisurely” and “bustling” not 
seem contradictory.) We were 
killing time, on the lookout for 
Stuart and Monique, neither of 
whom we’d ever met. They were 
the skipper and the cook for the 
sailboat we had chartered. 

The sailboat should have been 
easy to find: a 54-foot Jean- 
neau monohull (as opposed to 
catamaran), so new it didn’t yet 
have a name emblazoned on 
its stern. We apparently would 
be its first paying guests. But 
other than that description of 
the boat, among the hundreds of 
others anchored in the harbor, 
we had no firm idea of what we 
were looking for, much less what 
exactly to expect during the 
coming week of island-hopping 
in the Cyclades. 

All of us had some experi¬ 
ence sailing, but only two, Dan 
and Elaine, had ever chartered 
a sailboat in Greece. My wife, 

Pat, and I had never even been 
to Greece, but it was always a 
dream destination. Originally, 

I had wanted what’s called a 
“bareboat charter” — meaning 
I would be the skipper. Although 
they politely used other excuses, 
none of my friends wished to risk 
their lives serving as my crew. 

After prudently deciding on a 
crewed charter, the next choice 
had been which of the Greek 
isles to explore. Each of the 
island groups offers a different 
experience, from the olive groves 
and resorts of the Ionian islands 
(including Corfu and Odysseus’ 
Ithaca) to the fine beaches and 
Ottoman architecture of Rhodes 
and the other Dodecanese, scat¬ 
tered along the Turkish coast. 

The rich mixture of quaint 
villages, stunning beaches and 
5,000 years of history made our 
choice the Cyclades. Which of 
the seemingly countless arid 
islands we would visit would 
be determined by winds and 
whimsy. There would be no fixed 
itinerary. What was known was 
our starting point: the island 
of Paros, which we reached 
via a four-hour ferry ride from 
Athens. 

When we finally found our 
chartered sloop-rigged yacht in 
its slip, there was Monique, an 
expat American, with bags of 
provisions in her arms. Besides 
the requisite wine, beer and olive 
oil for the next several days, 
she had all the ingredients for 
our very first meal on the boat: 
roasted small tomatoes with 
garlic and oregano, tossed with 
tuna and capers and penne pasta. 


No matter what Poseidon had 
in store for us, Monique would 
ensure that we would be well fed 
with a healthy Mediterranean 
diet. 

Soon Stuart the skipper ap¬ 
peared with his own duffel from 
his home base in England, and 
we prepared to cast off Those of 
us with the most sailing experi¬ 
ence — Nina, Dan and I — vol¬ 
unteered to serve as his crew. He 
would turn out to be a solicitous 


captain, never barking orders 
but simply suggesting and in¬ 
structing. I think Pat, a nervous 
sailor, was expecting a Captain 
Ahab-like authoritarian. “Prin¬ 
cess Panics-a-Lot” is the teasing 
moniker that Stuart would gently 
bestow upon Pat whenever she 
would get anxious that, beating 
to windward, we were heeling 
too much and might tip over. 

That night, a Saturday, we an¬ 
chored in a small bay, quiet and 


secluded, not far from the busy 
port of Naoussa but on the same 
island of Paros. Each couple 
had a private sleeping berth and 
head. The gentle rocking of the 
boat and lapping of seas against 
the hull brought deep and bliss¬ 
ful sleep that — after flights 
across the Atlantic to Athens and 
then battling city traffic to get 
to the Athens port of Piraeus for 
the ferry — seemed especially 
well earned. 


As the very first rays of 
Homer’s “rosy-fingered” dawn 
filtered through the portholes, 
Monique was already awake, 
making 
breakfast. 
My job 
was to 
hoist the 
anchor. 
There 
was a bit 
of breeze, 
so Stuart 
lifted the 
mainsail 
and jib to 
supple¬ 
ment the inboard motor. Dan and 
Nina’s job was to winch the sails, 
as Stuart instructed. The rest 
of the crew — Elaine, Ann, Pat 
and John — stretched out in the 
cockpit or on the deck to feel the 
wind and marvel at the beauty of 
the “wine-dark sea.” We were on 
our way to the sacred, uninhab¬ 
ited island of Delos. 

The islands of the Cyclades, 
meaning “circle,” derive their 
name from the way they orbit 
around the figurative sun of 
Delos — now a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site and one of Greece’s 
most important archaeological 
locations, dating to the Bronze 
Age. Headless and limbless stat¬ 
ues, mosaics picturing dolphins, 
phallic monuments in homage to 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31 


To go where 
cruise ships 
don’t go 
was perhaps 
the biggest 
advantage 
of a sailboat 
charter. 
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KNOW & GO 

Aegean Passion: (+33) (0) 
2-5653-5145; aegeanpas- 
sion.com/central.html. 

For a week’s charter, our 
cost was roughly $10,000, 
which covered the skipper, 
the cook, food, cleaning, 
docking fees and the boat 
rental. Submit a query at 
passioncruises.com/query. 
php to book. 
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Dionysus, a dried-up lake where 
Apollo is said to have been born 
... When American civilization 
collapses, will it leave behind 
such enchanting ruins? 

That afternoon we sailed to 
nearby Naxos, the largest of the 
Cyclades. The cove we anchored 
in was tiny. With a fishing vil¬ 
lage as our backdrop, it was the 
perfect place to take a dip in 
the crystal-clear waters. Stuart 
created a swimming platform 
off the stem, and we all dived in. 
Afterward, to dry off, you really 
didn’t need a towel; the hot, arid 
air was enough. It was then that 
we decided that, rather than sail 
to tourist meccas such as San¬ 
torini and Mykonos, we’d stick to 
out-of-the-way beaches and bays. 
To go where cruise ships don’t go 
was perhaps the biggest advan¬ 
tage of a sailboat charter. 

Thus our next stop: an island 
not even mentioned in the volu¬ 
minous travel guide to the Greek 
Isles that I lugged around with 
me, wild and rocky Donoussa. 
There’s nothing like a good 
swim to work up an appetite, 
so Monique had lunch waiting 
when we climbed back on board: 
chicken stuffed with feta, herbs 
and lemon with small potatoes 
boiled, then smashed and fried 
with garlic and rosemary. 

The endlessly exquisite 
variations on our Mediterranean 
theme meant that the hours 
blended so seamlessly I soon 
would forget what day of the 
week it was, not to mention find it 
difficult to create a retrospective 
catalogue of each and every sep¬ 
arate experience while sailing 
among islands with such magical 
names as Amorgos, Koufonisia 
and Shinoussa. Where were we 
on our voyage when we went 
ashore for a strenuous hike up a 
steep, rocky path to an ancient 
monastery? And where and 
when exactly did we encounter 
that bronzed, totally nude, very 
much alive — and Greek-god¬ 
like — couple on an otherwise 
deserted beach? 

But with the crystal clarity 
of the Greek seas and sky, I do 
remember this: My birthday, 
which happened to fall mid¬ 
way in our voyage. For dinner 
onboard, Monique prepared 
salmon with an herbed crust, 
fresh tomatoes with mozzarella 
and basil, followed by a birthday 
cake complete with candles. 
Afterward, we motored to shore 
in the infiatable dinghy to find a 
terraced overlook as the sun set 
over our sailboat at anchor down 
below, so small it looked like a 
child’s toy. Enhancing the view 
were after-dinner toasts with the 
Greek spirit ouzo — the boiled 
residue of grape skins from 
wine-pressing. 

I don’t think I’ve ever had a 
better birthday. 
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Call 0631-58047 for Pick-Up Orders 
Tue-Sun 11 am-9pm Mon Closed 
Weilerbacher Str. 110 
67661 Kaiserslautern 




COCKTAIL 
CASINO 
HAPPY Hour 
ENCHI Hour 

Schillerplatz 3-5 
67655 Kaiserslautern 
0631 3702 7570 
w.Enchilada-kaiserslautern.de 


I SIttr IkdRilFi 


Hauptstrasse432 
55743 Idar - Oberstein 
06781-28059/367733 
'ww.restaurant-altekanzlei.de 


BOHM 


Neue Amberger StraBe 39 
92655 Grafenwbhr 
09641 9369-0 • www.hotelboehm.de 


Indian Speciality Restaruant 
Leonberger Str. 97 • 71229 Leonberg 
07152/90 32 32 
www.kashmir-restaurant.de 


Mediterranean & Swabian cuisine 
Schnarrenberg, 
next to Robinson Barracks 
0711 541 339 
www.neuer-pfefferer.de 


Unsere Offnungszeiten: 
Montag - Mittwoch 
18:00 Uhr bis 23:00 Uhr, 
Donnerstag - Samstag 
18:00 Uhr bis 1:30 Uhr 


Genusswerk Bodega 
Fleischgasse4-92637Weiden BAR& 

Tel.: 0961/48497004 GRILL 

estaurant@genusswerk-bodega.de 
book a table: www.genusswerk-bodega.de 


w 


EURBAft 

BURGER IN .rOVV/v - ^ - 

^uchstraBe 1 ■ 71032 Bdfclingen 



Frauenricten Str 173 | 92637 Weiden 
For reservations, please call 0961 62519. 
www.olympia-weiden.de 


ESuchstraBe 1 ■ 71032 Bd^lingen 
lA/w.ehrbar-bb.de • info@ehrbar-bb.de 
facebook/Ehrbar-Boblingen 
Telefon 07031 98 96 961 


Breakfast-Lunch 
Daily Special 
Coffe&Cake 
Homeade Ice Cream 
Sunday Breakfast 


Turmstr6 Opening Times 

71088HoIzgerlingen Mo-Fr 8:30amto7pm 
07031414777 Sa 9am to 6pm 

www.dasstadtcafe.de sun 9am to 7pm 


as • Cocktails 

Big Outdoor Area 


Rotebuhiplatz 21 Stuttgart 
Tel: 0711 48 98 430 • besitos-stuttgart.de 




MAINZ/WIESBADEN 



Flours of Operation: 
Fr, Sa, So, Mo • 
1000-2200 
Tu,Th-1100-1430/ 
1700-2200 
Wed • closed 

I Im Gewerbeparki • 92655 Grafenwbhr 
Delivery Service • 09641-9367541 
www.roadside-diner.com 


ENCHIUAPA - 

Enchilada - Restaurant Bay Mexicano I 
Schiitzenhofstr. 3 65183 Wiesbaden f 
Tel: 0611 450483-50 
wiesbaden@enchilada.corr 
www.enchilada.de 


Yuoki 

Sushi - Restaurant - Grill 

Ludwigsburger str. 159 
70435 Stuttgart-Zuffenhausen 
Tel. 0711-55077118 ■ www.yuoki.de 
Mon-Sat 11:30-15:00 and 
17:30-23:30. Sun & Fri 11:30-23:30 


Savor the Flavor 
of the Islands 


_ 

DiElifurter Str. 18 | 82855 GrafenwOhr 

•^ 0152 - 58961750 ;' 


Okinii 

J aueynt A QTtl 

■ Taunus Strasse 22 
I 65183 Wiesbaden 
I Tel. 0611 -23835808 


BUrgermeister-Preditl-Stralie 22,92637 WEIDEN 
Tel:-1-49 (0)961 20630300 

www.maxundmuh.de 


RHEIN MAIN 


Come Experience Germany's 
, Finest Beer and Authentic 
German Cuisine 

www.brauhaus-castel.de 
OttoSuhr Ring 27 
55252 Mainz-Kastel 
Tel. 06134-24999 
0pendailyfromll:00-24:00 

Two Locations: 

* FlohenloherstraBe 8 | 
^ 70435 Stuttgart 


! Liu Asia 
Restaurant & Bar 


Buffet open Tuesday 
through Sunday 


Eat-in &Take-Out • Ph: 07031 6841041 
Hours: 11:30-2:30,5:30-11 
Daily lunch special: €6.90 
Hartwaseni, 71088 HoIzgerlingen 
(inside the tennis club) 

HOUSE / 

RESTAURANT 

AUTHENrriC AMD 
DELICIOUS FOOD! 


and 

MarienstraBe 28 
70178 Stuttgart 
TRIPLE B • High Quality Burgers 
www.beef-burger-brothers.de 




HOTEL DIRECTORY 


GERMANY 


ROOMS 


Hotel Villa 

Hotel Forsthaus by Garmisch 

Free Breakfast, Family Apartments, 

HOTEL 

RESTAURANT ^ 

COURTYARD I 

Harriott 

1 Just 3 Minutes from Rose Barracks 

1 Amberger Str. 9 • 92249 Vilseck 

1 E-Mail: hotel-villa@email.de 

Tel.:-1-49 (0)9662/42070 

1 www.hotel-villa-vilseck.de 

)(ot Tub, Sauna, Dogs Welcome, 

American/German Owned, 

36 EUR/Person, Double Occupancy, Per Night. 

Tel: 08824-9120 • Email: hotel@forsthaus-oberau.de 
VAT Forms accepted! www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

BOHM 

Neue Amberger StraBe 39 

92655 Grafenwohr-09641 9369-0 
www.hotelboehm.de 

WIESBADEN 1 

NORDENSTADT 1 

T: (0)6122 801 0 1 
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Off the grid, 
on the farm 
in paradise 

We lived like pioneers 
on Hawaii's big island 


By Brian J. Cantwell 
The Seattle Times 

S hortly after we’d settled 
into bed in our tiny cabin 
under the guava trees at 
remote I’olani Farm in 
Pahoa, Hawaii, the sky opened 
up with a rain that sounded like 
a platoon of Fred Astaires tap- 
dancing on the cabin’s corru¬ 
gated metal roof 
Just when we thought it 
couldn’t get any more torrential, 
the rain let loose with a drown¬ 
ing, fire-hose kind of gushing, 
accented now and then by a 
guava dropping on our roof with 
a bazooka-like “KA-THUNK.” 
My wife and 
I laughed 
nervously. 

The down¬ 
pour was 
just beyond 
the bug 
screens that 
were our 
walls, and 
only the 
roof’s wide 
eaves kept 
the storm 
from splash¬ 
ing in on us. 

We were 
one with na¬ 
ture, as was our goal in spending 
a couple of nights at this off-the- 
grid organic fruit farm on the 
Kilauea volcano’s lower slopes, 
a few miles outside of Pahoa and 
45 minutes south of Hilo. 

The big island of Hawaii has 
long been known as a place for 
adventure. With the arrival 
of ever more visitors and the 
continual widening of highways, 
adventure is more elusive than 
when we first visited in the 1980s 
and stayed with taro farmer Tom 
Araki in the secluded Waipio 
Valley, living by oil lamps and 
taking cold showers. 


But we found adventure once 
again in 2017 — on Airbnb. 

There we happened upon a 
listing for I’olani Farm (iolani- 
farmhawaii.com), the labor of 
love of John and Ariel Douvris. 
When John’s family sold his 
late grandfather’s home in San 
Francisco, the proceeds enabled 
them to buy 20 acres of former 
sugar-cane farmland in the Puna 
District, where steam vents in 
the woods testify to the brewing 
stews of red lava that occasion¬ 
ally break loose from uphill 
craters and meander to the sea 
within a dozen miles or so along 
this coast. 

After bulldozing a clearing 

among the 
old cane, 
vines and 
many trees 
that have 
grown up, 
the couple 
built a two- 
story house, 
a bathhouse 
with flush 
toilets and 
hot-water 
shower, 
plus three 
one-room 
rental 
cabins ($59 
a night when we stayed). They’ve 
also planted scores of tropical 
trees and plants. 

Electricity comes from solar 
panels. Water comes from catch¬ 
ment off the roofs, with a treat¬ 
ment system for drinking water. 
It’s pure pioneering, 21st-century 
Hawaiian style. 

We’d been advised that four- 
wheel drive wouldn’t be a bad 
idea for navigating the farm’s 
narrow, mile-long dirt, rock and 
mud-puddle driveway. But our 
rented Hyundai sedan did fine if 
we took it slowly and didn’t pause 
in puddles. 




Above: In a morning procession, including the tinkling bell of a triangle to announce their arrival, farm 
residents deliver breakfast to cabin guests on I’olani Farm on Hawaii’s big island. Left: The fruit farm’s 
breakfast includes whatever is ripe and ready to eat from its tropical garden. 


We arrived amid a steady rain. 
Maui-born John, 34, outside 
working in his shirt sleeves, 
greeted us with a big umbrella 
as the rain sluiced off his long 
hair, curled up in a man-bun 
above his deeply tanned face. He 
launched into an energetic story 
of how they came to be here and 
what they’ve planted. A chef for 
10 years, he previously worked 
in Switzerland, Australia, Maui, 
the Greek Islands, New Zealand, 
India and Thailand (where he 
met his wife, also an American). 

For a chef, having a tropical 
farm where he can grow any¬ 
thing he likes is a dream, John 


professed, though all the things 
he manages “can make you a 
little insane at times,” he added 
with a grin. 

He showed us the facilities, 
including a shelf at the bathhouse 
where we could charge phones. 
Daytime charging is encour¬ 
aged (solar, remember?), and we 
were surprised to see we had cell 
service. Otherwise, there are 
no AC power plugs. The cabins 
come with solar fairy-lights and 
a rechargeable electric lantern. 
Looking for a low-tech vacation? 
Here’s your unplugged paradise. 

The combination of a chef 
host and a burgeoning tropi¬ 
cal garden make I’olani Farm 


a dream for diners. Sign up for 
dinner (a screaming bargain 
at $25 a person) and breakfast 
(ditto, at $15) and you’ll enjoy the 
garden’s bounty — whatever is 
ripe and ready to eat. All dishes 
are vegetarian. 

If good food isn’t nurturing 
enough, you can supplement 
it with private yoga or heal¬ 
ing treatments that are Ariel’s 
specialty. 

But we were blissfully sated, 
and with the aid of a headlamp 
I’d packed from home, we 
trundled back along a path dimly 
marked by solar-powered lights 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 33 
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WEEKEND: FOOD & DINING 


After Hours: Japan 


By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

O ld New Diner is an un¬ 
assuming little eatery 
in Tachikawa, not far 
from Yokota Air Base 
in western Tokyo. 

It’s tucked into the first-floor 
corner of a building that’s indis¬ 
tinguishable from those around 
it. If I hadn’t been looking for it, I 
might never have spotted it. 

This place has some of the 
thickest, tastiest burgers I’ve 
eaten. 

A sign over the entrance 
promises burgers, sandwiches, 
steak fries, grill plates, Tex-Mex, 
apple pie, coffee, shakes, beer 
and other alcohol. There’s a 
vintage gas pump and a statue of 
a burger, which sticks its tongue 
out and looks like something out 
of the 1902 sci-fl film “A Trip to 
the Moon.” 

Old New Diner is cozy, but I 
counted seating for 23 guests plus 
a small waiting bench made from 
the rear of a classic 1950s car. 

I felt like I could take my time 
with the menu or randomly 
point at something and it would 
probably be good. The cheapest 
burgers were in the 1,200- to 
1,300-yen range (about $11), and 
the most expensive was about 
2,000 yen ($17.60). 

I ordered the “American” 
burger for the equivalent of $15. 
They allowed me to custom order 
the way it was cooked and the 
toppings, which isn’t always an 
option at Japanese restaurants. 

As I waited for my food, a 
soundtrack of early rock ’n’ roll 
and rockabilly from the ’50s and 

FROM PAGE 32 

to our jungle cabin, ducking 
beneath a pendulum of ripen¬ 
ing bananas and past blooming 
heliconia flowers. The air was 
a heady, moisture-rich blend 
of aromas of woodsy earth and 
sweet, rotting guavas underfoot, 
all riotously oxygenated by ram¬ 
pant chlorophyll. 

It turned out we slept well, 
awakened only occasionally by a 
guava bombardment. 

The sun shone the next morn¬ 
ing. After an amazing breakfast 
of fresh fruit and local Ka’u 
coffee delivered to our cabin, I 
lugged a large bucket and helped 
harvest grapefruit-sized avoca¬ 
dos from big trees growing wild 
in John and Ariel’s woods. 

I had volunteered because I 
wanted to get a sense of life on 
the farm. I accompanied John 
and two farmworkers who were 
trading their work for room and 
board in a covered camping 
platform. As we wandered up a 
muddy ravine on an old pig-hunt¬ 
ing trail past jackfruit trees and 
freshly planted cacao saplings, 
John used an extendible painter’s 
pole fitted with a clawlike scoop 
to reach high into avocado trees 
and bring the ripe fruit down to 
our buckets. 

“This is like Ashing!” John 
cried. “They call the avocado the 
‘fish of the forest.’” 

We came upon a mud wal- 



OLD NEW 
DINER 

Location: A block away from 
the intersection of Route 16 
and Route 145 in Tachikawa. 
About 500 yards from Nishi- 
Kunitachi Station. 

Hours: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday; 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sundays 
and holidays; closed Mon¬ 
days 

Prices: Expect to spend 
about 1,500 to 2,000 yen per 
person (about $13-$18). 
Dress: Casual 
Information: 042-512-9864; 
oldnewdiner.jp 

— Leon Cook 


early ’60s played in the back¬ 
ground. 

My burger turned out to be a 
bacon teriyaki double cheese¬ 
burger, and it was excellent. The 
teriyaki flavor was a surprise at 
first but not an unwelcome one. 
The bacon was chewy and not too 
hard. 

You know a burger is going to 
be good if they stab a toothpick 
into the sandwich, not for decora¬ 
tion, but to keep it from falling 
apart. At the Old New Diner they 
use foot-long metal skewers to 
hold their burgers together. They 
even provide paper sleeves to 
hold your towering meat edifice, 
which can get messy as it disinte¬ 
grates between your Angers. 

low used by wild pigs. Pigs are 
common on this part of the 
island, including big boars with 
intimidating tusks. A hollowed 
indentation in the mud drew our 
attention. 

Adrian then pointed out scars 
on a nearby tree trunk. “Here 
you can see where one has 
freshly gouged it with its tusks!” 

We returned to the farmhouse 
with two 5-gallon buckets and 
a knapsack stuffed with avoca¬ 
dos, some to be consumed on 
the farm and some to be sold to 
nearby natural-food stores. 

John nurtures a mishmash of 
crops. In each cabin there is a 
numbered map of the farm that 
names more than 90 varieties 
of plants. It’s far from being a 
monoculture operation. 

“It’s a lot more work, but in the 
end it’s a lot better for the whole 
circle of life,” John said. 

As we Anally departed on the 
narrow and puddled drive, we’d 
driven a short way when I no¬ 
ticed some globular, dark objects 
on the road ahead. Normally I’d 
have just kept driving. 

But wait, were those avocados? 

My wife jumped out and came 
back with three big fat ones that 
would have just been crushed 
beneath our wheels. 

Mmm. Our appreciation of 
nature’s bounty had been awak¬ 
ened. Pick up some chips? Maybe 
some salsa? That would be a lus¬ 
cious lunch. 


Photos by Leon CooK/Stars and Stripes 

Above: The American burger at Old New Diner in Tachikawa was so thick and juicy that it was held 
together by a metal skewer. Below: Seating in the form of a classic car-inspired bench. 


A small side of steak fries was 
included with my lunch set. They 
were well seasoned and tasty. 

I also ordered a strawberry 
milkshake to wash down my 
food. It was good, but not worth 
the 750 yen ($6.60) I paid for it. 

The Old New Diner is a great 
little hole-in-the-wall place. I 
can’t speak for anything but the 
burgers, but if the other food is 
half as good as they are, it’ll be 
worth a visit. 

cook.leon(i)stripes.com 
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The problem with 'The Punisher' 

Can ultra-violent character be used to understand trauma victims? 


By Meredith Woerner 

Los Angeles Times 

D ays before New York Comic Con’s sneak 

peek of “The Punisher,” Marvel and Netflix 
decided to pull their next collaboration out 
of the convention entirely. 

The plan had been to simulcast the first two install¬ 
ments of the 13-episode series for fans all the way 
from the Nuit Noire (Black Night) event in Paris. But 
in the wake of the Las Vegas shooting on Oct. 1, an 
attack that left 58 people dead and hundreds more 
wounded, the studios decided to postpone the screen¬ 
ing and push the official premiere to Nov. 17. 

A respectful decision for a series that stars a 
comic-book character known for his gun violence and 
featuring a title sequence depicting the slow assem¬ 
blage of a sniper rifle. 

“I wholeheartedly agreed with it,” said showrunner 
and executive producer Steve Lightfoot by phone. “I 
think the decision they made was absolutely the right 
one.” 

Fewer than two weeks shy of the delayed premiere 
date, the U.S. experienced yet another horrific mass 
shooting with the 26 lives taken in a church in Suther¬ 
land Springs, Texas, on Nov. 5. 

With the conversation about gun control and gun 
violence escalating, can a character whose only 
real superpower is being extremely efficient with a 
weapon offer audiences something more than gore? Is 
there an audience for the adaptation of this ultra-vio¬ 
lent character? 

Series star Jon Bernthal (“The Walking Dead”) is 
acutely aware of the political climate surrounding 
“The Punisher,” but views this new iteration of the 
antihero as a complicated examination of grief and 
trauma, not an exploitation of assault. 

Which would make it a pretty big deviation from 
the past R-rated film translations of the character 
Frank Castle. 

“If I’ve created a guy who lionizes (violence). I’ve 
failed miserably,” said Bernthal by phone. “I don’t 
want you to look at him and say, ‘This guy’s clearly a 
hero.’ That’s never how I’ve looked at him, and that’s 
never been the purpose. Frank is a guy who is in 


unbelievable pain, and there’s an unbelievable cost to 
the violence that he’s gone through in his life.” 

Created by Gerry Conway, John Romita Sr., Ross 
Andru and Stan Lee, the Punisher first appeared in 
the 1974 comic “The Amazing Spider-Man” No.l29. 
Dressed in full-body armor with a white skull (his in¬ 
signia) emblazoned across his chest, the assassin was 
originally hired to murder your friendly neighbor¬ 
hood Spider-Man. As years 
passed, the character trans¬ 
formed, and origin stories 
by authors like Garth Ennis 
painted a deeply bloody 
back story. 

Before he was the 
Punisher, he was Frank 
Castle, husband, father and 
Marine. After several years 
overseas on active duty (yet 
another fearful and grim 
time for the figure), Castle 
returned home only to wit¬ 
ness the mob execute his 
entire family. This action 
would forever tilt the moral 
scales inside him, sparking an epic vendetta with 
little room for negotiation. It was simple: All villains 
will be punished. 

That the Punisher doesn’t wear a cape or come 
with any special superpowers is what attracted Bern¬ 
thal, 41, to the character in the first place. 

“His pain in the darkness is what makes him so 
powerful and so tragic,” said the Washington, D.C., 
native. 

Shifting away from the rooftop battles that intro¬ 
duced the complicated Castle during Netfiix’s “Dare¬ 
devil,” this version of the Punisher spends most of 
his downtime plagued with self-loathing. There’s still 
plenty of action and a story arc steeped in the classic 
revenge narrative familiar to fans. 

But when he’s not engaged in combat, Castle is 
usually reliving the murders of his family members 
or other disturbing and violent visions via intense 
hallucinations. 


“His struggle comes right from the comics,” Bern¬ 
thal explained, reeling off a list of seemingly unan¬ 
swerable questions about his Marvel persona. “Is the 
real Frank Castle this guy who loves his family and 
wants them to live in the suburbs and have a quiet 
family life? Or is the real guy most happy standing 
neck-deep in blood and guts, and in war? Is this the 
guy who he actually really wants to be? Is this the 
only way to quiet the beast? And was the beast really 
created by losing his family, or was the beast always 
there inside of him?” 

To address (but not necessarily answer) these 
questions, Lightfoot and Bernthal turned to real- 
life veterans, many of whom populate the series as 
extras. 

“We did a lot of research reading personal mem¬ 
oirs of accounts from military personnel,” Lightfoot 
said. “We had a military adviser read every script 
and a CIA adviser come in and just push that element 
of the show.” 

Indeed, a large part of the action takes place within 
the confines of a veterans’ support group, following 
members as they assimilate back into society. 

“In talking to a lot of these really elite soldiers, 
it’s a real issue,” Bernthal said. “How do you return 
to real life when you’ve become so at home in this 
world with unbelievable stakes, unbelievable bonds 
between soldiers? When you create a family abroad, 
how do you go back to your family at home?” 

So will “The Punisher” confront the concerns 
Americans have about gun violence? 

“I hope so,” Bernthal said. “I hope it makes people 
think. That’s the best thing that art can do is not try 
to answer those questions but to try to ask them and 
to hold a mirror to society and make you wonder why. 

“There are some people that will look at Frank 
Castle and the way in which he tries to go forward 
and live his life after his family’s been taken from 
him and say that he’s an advocate for vigilante justice 
or potentially that this show sort of glorifies that in 
some way. For me, that’s not how I see it... I think 
that whether you agree or disagree with his actions, 
my job is to empathize with the man and to try to 
understand his pain and, to the best of my ability, try 
to portray that. I hope that we’ve done it justice.” 


I don’t want 
you to look at 
him and say, 
“This guy’s 
clearly a hero.” 
... That’s never 
been the 
purpose. ^ 

Jon Bernthal 

star of “The Punisher" 
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By Aimee Blanchette 
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) 

D uring his third trip to Hy-Vee in a week, 

Ben Passer finally found what he was look¬ 
ing for. 

On an end cap in the frozen-meals aisle, 
two boxes of limited-edition gingerbread spice Life 
cereal sat inconspicuously on the top shelf Passer 
grabbed a box and photographed his find right in the 
middle of the store. Later, he shared it on his junk 
food-fueled Instagram account. 

“Edy’s has a new pumpkin spice latte fiavor that 
might be here, too,” he said, glancing at notes on his 
iPhone. “The fun but maddening thing is if I don’t 
find it. I’ll go to two or three more stores until I do.” 

Best known as @snackcellar to his 26,000 follow¬ 
ers on Instagram, Passer has created what he calls a 
“classy place for not-so-classy food.” 

The 28-year-old lawyer works out religiously, then 
eats ice cream, chips, Oreos, Ding Dongs, M&Ms 
— basically all of the foods that many people try to 
avoid — so that he can review them for his thousands 
of followers on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and his 
website snackcellar.com. 

This would make Passer, in Instagram terms, 
a “micro-infiuencer.” Because his posts theoreti¬ 
cally infiuence his audience to buy the latest fiavor 
of Pop-Tarts and Doritos, Passer has earned a seat 
at the snack food industry table. Food brands are 
increasingly relying on people like him to satisfy the 
internet’s constant craving for more fiavors of their 
favorite junk foods. 

“[Infiuencers] play a key role in cultural relevance 
and consumers’ consideration process,” said Brad 
Hiranaga, General Mills vice president of market¬ 
ing. “Their followers trust their opinions and see the 
information and experiences they share as person¬ 
ally relevant.” 

Recently, Passer posted a photo of Cinnamon Toast 
Crunch Bites that received 2,972 “likes” and 297 
comments from followers expressing excitement and 
asking where they can find the product. 

It’s no wonder food companies and their PR firms 
court people like Passer. The payout is small, but the 
payoff is priceless. 

“It’s a unique and goofy niche that a lot of people 
get enjoyment from,” Passer said. “Snacks are hav¬ 
ing a moment right now.” 

Reviewing junk food might seem like an unusual 
hobby, but updating a website with hundreds of 
reviews and an Instagram account with thousands of 
fans is serious business. 

The kitchen cabinets of Passer’s duplex are 
stocked with the latest snack creations: Dunkin’ 
Donuts mocha Oreos, pumpkin spice Nutri-Grain 
Bars, cheeseburger Cheez-It crackers and Hostess 
Butterfinger brownies. 

“We didn’t always have 14 packages of Oreos in 
our freezer,” said Passer’s wife, Hailey. “In our old 
apartment, he started allocating room in our closet 
for the special-edition Oreos.” 

The dining room table serves as a makeshift photo 
studio, where Passer photographs new snack prod¬ 
ucts and limited-edition fiavors. 

After taking photos of a 40-count box of pumpkin 
pie fiavor Rice Krispies Treats, Passer peels back 
the foil wrapper and takes a bite. 

“It’s decent,” he says. “To me, this tastes like a 
Rice Krispies Treat. The spice comes in at the end.” 

In a review to come later. Passer will go into 
greater detail about the snack’s fiavor, texture, price 
and nutritional content. 

A sample: “These Cinnamon Toast Crunch Bites 
are salty. Like, Auntie Anne’s pretzels that you buy 
at the mall because you’re not gonna fit in that pair of 
jeans you want anyway’ salty,” Passer wrote in one 
of his reviews. He went on: “The fieeting sweetness 
from the filling almost instantly gives way to the 
overpowering saltiness of the dough, which has mini¬ 
mal cinnamon sugar fiavor despite its outer coating.” 

Passer insists he isn’t schlepping snacks (and 
calories) just for the social media “likes”; he’s driven 
by the thrill of the hunt for something new, an excite¬ 
ment he can’t explain. 

When he heard about Oreo Red Velvet Sandwich 
Cookies a few years ago, he obsessively tracked them 
down. That excitement led to more quests for other 
new junk foods and eventually sharing his findings 
on Instagram. 

Passer admits the indulgence factor of the high- 
calorie foods was a welcome diversion from his 
career as a lawyer at a local energy policy nonprofit 
and a way to offset the daily grind of working out and 
eating healthy. 

“I needed more balance in my life,” he said. “It’s a 
point of enjoyment for me and a lot of other people.” 
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By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

P eace never reigns in the 
pages of DC Comics. 
There’s always a world 
to be saving, a cataclysm 
to avert. The making of the DC 
superhero team-up film “Justice 
League” was hardly any more 
tranquil. 

Made in the wake of the 
disappointment surrounding 
its predecessor, “Batman v 
Superman,” and the critically 
panned “Suicide Squad,” “Justice 
League” was, like a jetliner given 
new wings in midair, retooled on 
the fly. Warner Bros, sought to 
lighten the tone of Zack Snyder’s 
grandiose and muscle-bound DC 
universe — a much-publicized 
pivot that came just as tragedy 
was striking. 

Snyder, the “300” filmmaker, 
had overseen this latest series of 
DC movies starting with “Man 
of Steel,” but he stepped down 
after “Justice League” had been 
shot following the death of his 
daughter. Joss Whedon, the 
“Avengers” director known for 
snappy dialogue who had already 
been helping to punch up the 
script, was brought in steer the 
film through post-production and 
two months of reshoots. (He’s 
credited as co-writer.) Writer 
Geoff Johns and producer Jon 
Berg had already been brought 
in to brighten “Justice League” 
and overhaul the wider DC slate 
with a more optimistic tone. 

But that’s not been all. Ben 
Affleck, who stars as Batman, 
withdrew from directing a 
standalone Batman film while 
also combating criticism over his 
behavior with women in the past. 
Whedon himself was called a 
hypocrite for espousing feminist 
ideals by his ex-wife, Kai Cole. 
Jason Momoa had to apologize 
for a 2011 joke about rape and 
“Game of Thrones.” And just 
weeks before release, Warner 
Bros, severed ties with one of 


A tumultuous creation 


How cast and crew of ‘Justice League' navigated 
reshoots, director transition and family tragedy 


the film’s chief financiers, Brett 
Ratner’s RatPac-Dune company, 
after sexual assault allegations 
were leveled against Ratner. 

Gal Gadot, who plays Wonder 
Woman, has reportedly insisted 
Ratner have no connection with 
any future Wonder Woman film. 

“Justice League” is the kind of 
production that, one suspects, its 
makers will celebrate the release 
of with a stiff drink. 

“I’ve probably had a stiff drink 
along the way,” producer Charles 
Roven says, chuckling. “It’s been 
different in the sense that we’ve 
had some sadness along with the 
happy-joy of making the movie. 
But for the most part it’s been an 
incredibly positive experience.” 

Now, Warner Bros, and DC are 
hoping that the finished “Jus¬ 
tice League” doesn’t show any 
Frankenstein-like scars from its 
tumultuous creation. 

“The goal is to make sure 
when you’re watching the movie, 
it all feels cohesive,” says Roven, 
the veteran producer of The 
Dark Knight trilogy. “That im¬ 
print that Joss had, some aspect 
of it is going to come out in the 
direction, but the actors are al¬ 
ready pretty much down the road 
on their arcs. Let’s just say 80,85 
percent of the movie is what was 
originally shot. There’s only so 
much you can do with the other 
15, 20 percent of the movie.” 

In interviews, Roven and cast 
members pledged their loyalty 
to Snyder and his vision for the 
franchise, one they say incor¬ 
porated a changing tone before 


Lesser-known 
superhero films 


We all know the Avengers, the X-Men 
and the Justice League. But they’re 
not the only superheroes. Here are 
four lesser-known notables whose 
films are worth a viewing. 

“Mystery Men” 

1999 

starring Ben Stiller, William 
H. Macy and Janeane Gara- 
falo, this obscure adaptation 
of characters from the won¬ 
derfully weird Bob Burden’s 
"Flaming Carrot Comics" 
satirizes superheroes. 

“The Specials” 

2000 

"Guardians of the Galaxy" 
writer-director James Gunn 
scripted this often-heartbreak- 
ing comedy-drama of a team 
of dysfunctional suburban 
superheroes. Thomas Haden 
Church and Rob Lowe star. 

“Sky High” 2005 

Disney film with an impromp¬ 
tu superteam of high-school 
students features Lynda 
Carter as the superschool’s 
principal and Kurt Russell 
and Kelly Preston as the 
superhero parents of hapless 
freshman Michael Angarano. 

@ “Watchmen” 2009 

“Justice League’’ director Zack 
Snyder took on Alan Moore 
and Dave Gibbons’ ground¬ 
breaking and acclaimed 
comics miniseries that 
deconstructed the superhero 
archetype, resulting in a 
mature, visually stunning film. 



SOURCE: Newsday 


Whedon’s involvement. (Neither 
filmmaker was made available 
for interview. Each has stayed 
silent publicly since Snyder’s 
departure.) 

“Zack, from the time that I 
first met with him, said, ‘Look, 
Batman makes the DC world 
dark. The DC world has to be 
created as something dark,”’ 
says Ezra Miller, who plays 
Barry Allen aka the Flash). “He 
said what’s great now is that the 
League gets to bring Batman out 
of this darkness. That was always 
Zack’s vision. That was the inten¬ 
tion from the beginning.” 

The film. Miller says, has 
“a wonderful collision of tone” 
that he considers “a testament 
to both the strength of Zack’s 
vision and the generosity of Joss’ 
commitment.” 

It’s also a turning point in 
the larger DC cinematic world. 
“Justice League” finds Affleck’s 
Bruce Wayne, in the wake of 
Superman’s apparent death, 
gathering together the League to 
fight a new enemy. That means 
pushing not just Wonder Woman 
to the fore, but also Miller’s 
Flash, Momoa’s Aquaman and 
Ray Fisher’s Cyborg. 

“It was very clear that the tone 
of the movie was different than 
‘Batman v Superman,”’ says 
Gadot. “Henry (Cavill), Ben and 
I had a wonderful addition with 
Ezra and Jason and Ray (that) 
just stirred everything up.” 

Gadot and “Wonder Woman” 
are a big reason for optimism in 


the franchise, following its criti¬ 
cally acclaimed, zeitgeist-grab- 
bing $412.6 million box-office 
success domestically. Though 
the epicenter of DC Comics has 
always revolved around Batman 
and Superman, that’s starting to 
change. 

Matt Reeves has taken over 
the Batman movie, but he’s 
starting fresh on the screenplay, 
making a release date several 
years off That leaves open the 
possibility of further changes, 
even potentially Affleck’s cast¬ 
ing. “From everything I know, 
he’s going to play that Batman,” 
says Roven. “They’re retooling 
the script, so I can’t really say 
anything for certain.” 

The Superman sequel “Man 
of Steel 2” also isn’t coming 
anytime soon, if at all. Roven 
says there’s no script, but “vari¬ 
ous story ideas” are being kicked 
around. 

On the front burner is “Aqua- 
man,” scheduled for release 
in December 2018; a Wonder 
Woman sequel due in 2019 
(with director Patty Jenkins 
returning); and a Cyborg movie. 
Whedon is also propping a Bat- 
girl movie. 

“One of the things that’s really 
important to us with all of these 
DC movies is making sure that 
while they make sense, one from 
the other — because they’re in 
a certain way linked — we also 
want to make sure that the audi¬ 
ence is hopefully excited by the 
fact that you don’t know exactly 
where you’re going to go,” says 
Roven. 


Following a bumpy production, 
the cast — from left, Jason 
Momoa, Ezra Miller, Gal Gadot, 
Ben Affleck, Ray Fisher and 
Henry Cavill — and crew of 
“Justice League” hope to build 
on the success of Gadot’s 
“Wonder Woman,” a top earner 
at last summer’s box office. 

VlANNEY Le CaER, InVISION/AP 
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Batman (Ben Affleck), 
from left, Wonder 
Woman (Gal Gadot), 
Cyborg (Ray Fisher), 
Flash (Ezra Miller) and 
Aquaman (Jason Momoa) 
team up for the first 
time in “Justice League,” 
an iteration of DC 
Comics’ all-star team. 

Warner Bros-DC Comics/TNS 


By Rick Bentley 
Tribune News Service 

T he silver lining of all the recent monumen¬ 
tal failures adapting characters from the 
DC Comics universe into feature films has 
finally become clear with “Justice League.” 
After slogging through the massive miscues of 
“Man of Steel,” “Batman v Superman: Dawn of 
Justice” and “Suicide Squad,” any comic book movie 
that is in focus would look better by comparisons. 

That’s not to say “Justice League” comes close 
to the beautifully crafted “Wonder Woman.” But it 
does have enough entertaining moments to balance 
how the film still suffers from a disjointed plot, an 
opening that plays like an endless loop of prologues 
and some painfully bad casting. At least there is 
hope as long as Gal Gadot never tires of playing 
Wonder Woman and Ray Fisher keeps taking on the 
role of Cyborg. 

“Justice League” opens in a world that has given 
into the darkness of evil after the death (?) of Su¬ 
perman. Things are so bad, an intergalactic world 
crusher known as Steppenwolf (Ciaran Hinds) gets 
his motor running and launches an invasion of Earth. 
All he needs are three glowing cubes — Mother Boxes 
— that once unified will wipe out the planet. 

Steppenwolf has no problem grabbing the Mother 
Boxes being guarded by the Amazons and Atlante- 
ans. Bruce Wayne/Batman (Ben Affleck) recognizes 
the problem and decides he needs a team to stop the 
invasion before the last cube is collected. 

This is where the plot gaffes start. The last time 
Steppenwolf tried to conquer Earth it took an army 
of Amazons, Atlanteans and humans plus some help 
from a few gods to stop him. This time it is five heroes 
— one who has no super powers (Batman), another 
whose skills are best underwater (Aquaman, played 
by Jason Momoa) and a third who comes across more 
like a very bad stand-up comic than the fastest man 
on Earth (the Flash, played by Ezra Miller). 

If only Superman could be brought back to life to 
save the day. If only. 

Each character — including a reintroduction of 


Wonder Woman — gets his or her moments. There’s 
also time spent with Lois Lane — again played with 
the emotional range of a salamander by the usually 
excellent Amy Adams — and Martha Kent (Diane 
Lane) lamenting about their loss. The efforts to cre¬ 
ate emotional moments in “Justice League” are as 
thin as Lex Luthor’s hairline. 

Adams is not the only baggage held over from past 
failings. Affleck has again confused being a worn-out 
warrior with being apathetic. At least when he seems 
to be showing a lack of interest in the world around 
him it’s clear he’s not fallen asleep out of boredom. 

Affleck’s casting and performance aren’t the 
worst. The endless one-liners and wisecracks by 
the Flash — that smack of being the influence of 
Joss Whedon, who worked with Chris Terrio on the 
screenplay — gets annoying quicker than a flash. 

The only person who truly understands the right 
way to play a comic book hero is Gadot. Whether 
she’s Wonder Woman or Diana Prince, Gadot’s per¬ 
formance always comes with great heart and cour¬ 
age. She plays the character with such pride that her 
work is the only part of the movie that feels honest. 

Director Zack Snyder has not put together a 
complete action film since “Watchmen.” In that film, 
Snyder showed a great skill at blending very personal 
moments with plenty of fist-throwing action. Since 
then, his action scenes are more chaotic than cleverly 
controlled, and he puts together scenes where events 
unfold before there’s any explanation of what is 
happening. When he Anally gets to the explanatory 
moments, they tend to slow the tempo of the movie. 

The two best things going for “Justice League” 
is a running time of 119 minutes (including secret 
scenes) and that it came out in the wake of so many 
recent stumbles with DC Comics movies. Buried 
under a stack of problems is a core of a good idea 
that could be used should the franchise continue. 
That core comes from a few of the members of the 
hero team, not from the tease after the closing cred¬ 
its that if used has the potential to make a “Justice 
League”sequel the next flop. 

“Justice League” is rated PG-13 for sequences of sci-fi vio¬ 
lence and action. Running time: 119 minutes. 


An inside look 
at Batman’s 
newest vehicle, 
the Flying Fox 

By Josh Rottenberg 

Los Angeles Times 

Riddle me this. Batman: How 
do you transport five super¬ 
heroes, none of whom possess 
flying abilities, around the world 
to battle evil in the most efficient 
(and cool-looking) manner? 

For Warner Bros.’ super¬ 
hero mashup “Justice League” 

— which opens this weekend and 
brings Batman (Ben Affleck), 
Wonder Woman (Gal Gadot), 
Aquaman (Jason Momoa), the 
Flash (Ezra Miller) and Cyborg 
(Ray Fisher) together to save 
the world from a villain called 
Steppenwolf (Ciaran Hinds) 

— the job of working that out fell 
largely to production designer 
Patrick Tatopoulos. 

The result? Batman’s new¬ 
est vehicle, a massive transport 
plane with the maneuverability 
and firepower of a fighter jet, 
dubbed the Flying Fox. 

The Flying Fox began as a 
series of sketches by the Pari¬ 
sian-born Tatopoulos, as he tried 
to And an overall design that 
would nod to classic planes like 
the Harrier jet while showcasing 
the bold, brutalist aesthetic of 
the Dark Knight. 

Tatopoulos’ first m^or brain¬ 
storm: shifting the cockpit back 
from its usual spot near the 
nose of the plane. “That little 
movement made it special,” said 
Tatopoulos, who also served as 
production designer on last year’s 
“Batman v Superman: Dawn of 
Justice.” “It started to make it 
more like the Batmobile.” 

Physically constructing the 
entire jet was deemed unneces¬ 
sary given the magic of CGI. 

But Tatopoulos and his team 
designed and built a full-scale 
three-level interior, with a bot¬ 
tom cargo area big enough to 
easily fit the Batmobile and a 
slew of do-gooders, a middle floor 
packed with tech (“like a Batcave 
in flight”) and an upper-level 
cockpit — making sure to give it 
all a slightly roughed-up quality. 
“You can tell it’s used,” Tatopou¬ 
los says. “Batman doesn’t go in 
the Batcave every weekend and 
wash the car and the jet.” 

Not all of the Flying Fox’s 
capabilities made it into “Justice 
League.” Can it go underwater? 
Fly into space? For now, Tato¬ 
poulos won’t say. But he and his 
team designed the plane with 
features like a machine-gun 
turret that can be used in future 
movies — and sooner than that 
for any kids who get their hands 
on a Flying Fox toy this holiday 
season. 

“The more cool things it does, 
the more it becomes both a great 
vehicle for the movie and a great 
toy for kids — it’s all the same 
thing,” Tatopoulos says. “We’re 
all like kids. We all want that jet 
on our desks at home.” 
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Messages in 'Wonder' go deeper than face value 



Lionsgate/AP 


Jacob Tremblay, right, with Julia Roberts, plays a young boy learning to embrace his physical appearance 
in “Wonder.” Owen Wilson and Izabela Vidovic co-star. 


By Rick Bentley 
Tribune News Service 

/ / ^ ▼onder” is the 
• • % ^ / kind of movie 
%/ %/ that should 
w w be shown to 
young and old as a life lesson 
about how to deal with people 
who appear to be different. It 
has a wonderful message about 
tolerance, acceptance, under¬ 
standing and respect. There’s no 
guarantee the message would 
register with all moviegoers, but 
social ignorance can be cured 
one person at a time. 

Too often films that offer such 
lofty visions are presented in a 
demanding way. “Wonder” is not 
one of those movies. Director 
Stephen Chbosky (“The Perks of 
Being a Wallflower”) manages 
to make some very important 
points while not sacrificing the 
entertainment elements. He does 
this through a script lovingly 
based on the best-selling book 
by R. J. Palacio and a cast that 
can deliver emotional moments 
without being melodramatic. 

Auggie (Jacob Tremblay) has 
been home schooled all his young 
life by his mom (Julia Roberts). 
That was necessary because of 
the physical complications the 
youngster was born with that re¬ 
quired him to have a long string 
of surgeries to correct many of 
the problems. The young boy still 
has some facial deformities that 
often get negative reactions. 

It’s decided that middle school 
is the perfect time for Auggie to 
start attending classes with other 
children. He has the support 
of his family — including the 
coolest dad on the planet (Owen 
Wilson), and a loving sister (Iza¬ 
bela Vidovic) who has had to deal 
with being an afterthought in the 
family, as all energy has been 
focused on Auggie. 


That support is needed as 
Auggie faces both cruel reactions 
from many of his classmates 
and an ostracizing because the 
youngsters fear his medical con¬ 
dition is contagious. The brutal 
and mean treatment of Auggie 
reaches such a high degree, it is 
seen as the worst-case form of 
bullying possible. 

The only hope is Auggie can 
win over a few classmates. That 
starts with Jack (Noah Jupe), 
who goes from being a fellow stu¬ 
dent urged by his mother to be 
kind to Auggie to understanding 
how to be a true friend. Even that 
friendship is not an easy path to 
follow. 


Taking on a role that requires 
so much prosthetics work can 
be a challenge even to the most 
seasoned actor. Tremblay plays 
the role of Auggie with such a 
natural ease that it is easy to for¬ 
get this is an actor under hours of 
makeup work. 

The performance feels real 
because Tremblay gets across 
the frustration, pain and happi¬ 
ness that a youngster would have 
in this kind of situation no matter 
their medical history. He’s not 
playing Auggie as being differ¬ 
ent, just as a youngster trying to 
deal with the scariness of life. 
Because he makes the perfor¬ 
mance work in that manner, the 


movie can be appreciated simply 
as a sweet tale of a very compli¬ 
cated youth. 

If “Wonder” — both the book 
and the film versions — had only 
been about the impact a young 
boy with facial deformities has 
on the people around him, it 
would have been an enjoyable 
tale. But there’s so much more to 
the story and movie as it offers 
a broader look at what it’s like to 
being different. 

It’s obvious the central charac¬ 
ter of Auggie has to deal with the 
cruel way people react to those 
who look dramatically different. 
But it becomes clear that the pain 
of feeling like you don’t belong. 


the need for some form of valida¬ 
tion and the struggle to deal with 
the hardships even when they 
aren’t apparent, is something 
that more than one little boy with 
medical problems has to face. 

Overlooking Vidovic’s perfor¬ 
mance as Auggie’s sister. Via, 
would be easy because Auggie’s 
character is such a tentpole for 
the tale. Vidovic’s work softy 
reveals she’s also dealing with 
mqjor problems. It’s equally as 
interesting to watch her navigate 
through the pains and pauses 
of life as it is seeing Auggie’s 
growth. 

Even supporting players like 
Via’s former best friend, Mi¬ 
randa (Danielle Rose Russell), 
have their dark issues. Miranda 
struggles with the crippling ef¬ 
fects of peer pressure that could 
not come at a worse time. Via’s 
new boyfriend has been deal¬ 
ing with the constraints he has 
found from being an only child. 
And you could not ask for better 
movie parents than those played 
by Roberts and Wilson, but they 
also have their challenging mo¬ 
ments. They have endless energy 
for Auggie, but even they are 
dealing with issues from how one 
moment can put your life on hold. 

All of the subplots come to¬ 
gether to make “Wonder” more 
than just a feel-good story. It is 
a reminder that everyone must 
deal with his or her own demons, 
even if they aren’t obvious ones. 
How we help and treat each 
other is what deflnes the human¬ 
ity in the world. 

The wonderful part of “Won¬ 
der” is while it never shies away 
from making serious points, 
these are never made in a 
preachy manner. That makes it 
easier to take the story to heart 
and not just at face value. 

“Wonder” is rated PG for mild language 
and thematic elements, including bul¬ 
lying. Running time: 113 minutes. 


Nativity-themed animation ‘The Star’ a hit-and-miss affair 


By Jane Horwitz 
Special to The Washington Post 

A n animated fable about the first 
Christmas, “The Star” reimag¬ 
ines the Nativity story from 
the perspective of an animal 
— actually, an entire menagerie of comi¬ 
cal Holy Land critters, led by a miniature 
donkey, who become key supporting play¬ 
ers in the tale. 

Among the production companies 
involved in making “The Star” are the 
faith-based Walden Media and Sony’s 
religious wing. Affirm Films. The movie 
is sincerely Christian in its outlook, while 
also a slapstick animal ’toon. It’s a mix 
that works only intermittently. But when it 
doesn’t pop, it thuds. 

Screenwriter Carlos Kotkin and direc¬ 
tor Timothy Reckart (whose 2012 short 
film “Head Over Heels” earned him an 
Oscar nomination), mine every oppor¬ 
tunity for goofy animal humor: Voiced 
by a self-effacing Steven Yuen, the Aim’s 
donkey hero. Bo, has a hoof-scrambling. 
Wile E. Coyote moment skittering down 
between two cliff walls, and Bo’s pal, a 


pugnacious dove named Dave (Keegan- 
Michael Key), ponders unloading on the 
head of a mean human. Despite anima¬ 
tion that has the hard-plastic look of CGI, 
the Holy Land backgrounds are rather 
lovely, and the animals’ fur looks quite 
scratchable. 

The screenplay contains the odd come¬ 
dic clunker or two, as when the animals 
misconstrue a reference to the “King of 
the Jews” as “King of the Shoes.” (There 
are, in fact, few, if any, specific refer¬ 
ences to the Jewish religion and culture 
into which Jesus will soon be born, nor to 
the Roman rule over Judea. King Herod, 
voiced by Christopher Plummer, is just a 
bad guy.) 

The film opens in what we’re told is 
Nazareth, 9 months B.C. Abby (Kristin 
Chenoweth), a hoppy little rodent, witness¬ 
es the Annunciation firsthand, when an 
angel appears to Mary (Gina Rodriguez) 
and tells her that she will conceive and 
bear a son. On her wedding day, a visibly 
pregnant Mary worries about telling Jo¬ 
seph (Zachary Levi), but that conversation 
doesn’t occur on screen. He seems loving 
and nonjudgmental — merely worried he 
won’t be a worthy dad to the Messiah. 



Sony Pictures Animation 


A small but brave donkey (Steven \bun) and 
his animal friends, including Ruth the sheep 
(Aidy Bryant), become the unsung heroes 
of the first Christmas in “The Star.” 

Bo, who sees the bright star in the East, 
longs for adventure, but he’s yoked to a 
millstone in Nazareth. Escaping, he gal¬ 
lops off with Dave flying alongside. 

The two animals take shelter in Mary 
and Joseph’s yard, where Mary binds the 
donkey’s injured ankle. After she and 
Joseph leave for Bethlehem to take part 
in a census, a grim-faced soldier with two 


snarling dogs comes looking for them, on 
orders from Herod. Because Bo senses 
the peril, he and Dave chase after Mary 
and Joseph, setting them on a journey 
that culminates in the birth of Jesus. 
Along the way, they befriend a sheep 
(Aidy Bryant) who left her heedless flock 
to follow the star. Further along, they en¬ 
counter the three Wise Men — or, more 
accurately, their three camels (voiced by 
Oprah Winfrey, Tracy Morgan and Tyler 
Perry). 

“The Star” walks a fine line, trying 
to simultaneously stay grounded in the 
New Testament, avoid details that might 
offend non-Christian viewers, tell an 
emotionally profound tale and go for all 
the animal-centric yuks it can. That’s a 
hard trick to pull off: leavening honest 
piety with pie-in-the-face humor. The 
uneven results show. 

It isn’t great by any means, but “The 
Star” has enough good qualities that 
some viewers looking for faith-based fam¬ 
ily fare as Christmas nears will probably 
say, “Amen.” 

“The Star” is rated PG for contains some fright¬ 
ening images and mature thematic material. 
Running time: 86 minutes. 
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WEEKEND: TELEVISION & DVD 


NEW ON DVD 

“Atomic Blonde”: Director David Leitch’s 
“Atomic Blonde” strives to be a mysterious 
Reagan-age spy drama that has a 21st- 
century feel because it has been infused 
with the aggressively excessive violence so 
pronounced in the world of graphic novels. 
The script is based on the graphic novel 
“The Coldest City.” Charlize Theron’s good, 
but she can’t help the script that’s full of 
predictable twists and a story where the 
m^ority of the characters look to come from 
the “Make Your Own Spy” paper doll set. 
James McAvoy’s bad boy act falls flat, and 
the other spies offer the same bureaucratic 
elements that have been used in other spy 
stories. 


“The Good Doctor” cast, from left: Chukuma Modu, Antonia Thomas, Beau Garrett, Hill Harper, Freddie Highmore, 
Richard Schiff, Tamlyn Tomita and Nicholas Gonzalez. 

Solving the puzzle 

Why is ‘The Good Doctor’ fall TV’s only breakout show? 


a 


By Verne GAYiNewsday 

|he Good Doctor” is a good show. Of equal note, it’s a hit show, and the only breakout of the 
fall season. About a surgical resident named Shaun Murphy (Freddie Highmore) who’s on 
the autism spectrum, “The Good Doctor” has been averaging more than 17 million viewers 
so far this season, beating out “This Is Us” and even prime-time champ “NCIS.” 

How did this happen? Let’s count the ways: 



Focus Features/AP 


Charlize Theron stars in “Atomic Blonde,” 
now available on DVD. 

“In This Corner of the World”: The 
film captures an infinitely human story 
in a beautifully animated tale of a young 
woman who grows up in Japan under the 
specter of World War II. The production 
from director/writer Sunao Katabuchi 
(“Princess Arte”) comes across with the 
kind of brutal honesty not always associated 
with animated movies and while still being 
able to take the visual liberties that come 
with scenes that are hand drawn. Animation 
is one of the greatest art forms in human 
history as it is only limited by imagination. 
When artists like Katabuchi dare to share 
the images they have inside them, the result 
is a production that has a message as big as 
the universe and as small as one young girl. 
This way of looking at war works because 
while it’s an animated tale set in a time of 
conflict, it’s a powerful reminder of how 
even those who don’t serve are all part of 
the tales of war. 

“24: Legacy”: The real test in this FOX 
series for star Corey Hawkins is what to do 
when following a world-saving hero. For 
nine seasons of “24,” Jack Bauer (Kiefer 
Sutherland) was able to save the world from 
terrorists, stop assassinations, kill hundreds 
of bad guys and spend time in a foreign 
prison with not so much as one bathroom 
break or meal. It was that video-game 
toughness that kept the series about a single 
day’s events on the air. Hawkins tries, but 
his character is no Jack Bauer, and that 
leaves this effort flat. It’s also a cheat that 
unlike the seasons where Bauer was saving 
the world, this season doesn’t cover a 24- 
hour period but includes only 13 episodes. 

Also available on DVD: 

“Wind River”: Rookie FBI agent 
(Elizabeth Olsen) teams with a game 
tracker to investigate the killing of a local 
girl on a remote reservation. 

“The Nut Job 2: Nutty by Nature”: Surly 
and his friends must return to the park after 
being forced to leave the nut store. 

“Whose Streets?”: Documentary that 
looks at the aftermath of the shooting death 
of Michael Brown. 

“Doctor Who: The Complete Tenth 
Season”: The third and flnal series with 
Peter Capaldi as the twelfth incarnation of 
the time traveler. 

“Agatha Christie’s Murder on the Orient 
Express”: David Suchet plays detective 
Hercule Poirot in this 2010 TV movie. 

— Rick Bentley/Tribune News Service 


It’s “House.” Of course, “TGD” is 
not exactly “House” — the huge Fox hit 
that ended in 2012 — because it’s based 
on a Korean show. But “House” is in its 
DNA. “House” showrunner David Shore 
developed this for ABC, and at least two 
“House” producers (Thomas L. Moran 
and David Hoselton) are among the 
executive producers. Then there are 
the comparisons between “House” star 
Hugh Laurie and Highmore: both Eng¬ 
lish, both Cambridge graduates, both 
first-rate actors. 

It’s about bias and prejudice. There’s 
never not been a good time to explore 
this subject, but “TGD” comes at it in 
a particularly novel way. The other 
residents at San Jose St. Bonaventure 

— including chief of surgery Marcus 
Andrews (Hill Harper) and attending 
surgeon who oversees the residents 
Dr. Neil Melendez (Nicholas Gonzalez) 

— have all had to overcome bias in their 
own lives and careers. Now they must 
wrestle with their biases against Mur¬ 
phy. The reversal neatly explores the 
concept of what a good doctor is (or is 
not), but also what a good person is. 

It’s got cool graphics. Hey, who doesn’t 
love cool graphics? The special effects 


COMMENTARY 


transpose Murphy’s thoughts onto the 
screen, and suddenly you’re inside his 
head. “House” and “CSI” perfected this 
technique long ago, but “TGD’s” spar¬ 
kling graphics are at least educational. 

It’s got cool dialogue. Hey, who 
doesn’t love cool dialogue? You actually 
learn stuff by watching “TGD,” or at 
least imagine you do. The dialogue is a 
constant patter of med-talk, much of it 
bracing if unintelligible. Recall Murph’s 
insta-diagnosis a couple of episodes 
ago: “We could manage the clotting risk 
preoperatively with an infusion of un¬ 
fractionated heparin,” he said brightly. 
(Mmmm, unfractionated heparin.) 

It’s got a terrific cast. First among 
equals is Richard Schiff—hospital 
president Dr. Aaron Glassman — who 
is the Wilson (Robert Sean Leonard) 
to Shaun Murphy’s Gregory House. 
Then there are the savvy veterans 
Hill and Gonzalez, followed by British 
newcomers Chukuma Modu (Dr. Jared 
Kalu) and Antonia Thomas (Dr. Claire 
Browne). Thomas — who starred in the 
Brit TV classic “Misfits” — is the big 
breakout here. 


Its resolutions aren’t made-for- 
prime-time fairy tales. Patients die at St. 
Bonaventure, or their fates aren’t neces¬ 
sarily reversed. Recall the man who was 
refused a liver transplant because he had 
one glass of Champagne at his daughter’s 
wedding; or the httle boy who reminded 
Shaun of his dead brother? Life’s tragic. 

So is “TGD.” 

It’s about autism. “TGD” is a sensi¬ 
tive, intelligent exploration of someone 
on the spectrum. Recall (for example) 
the episode where Shaun needed the leak 
in his apartment faucet fixed so that it 
would sound exactly like the leak in his 
childhood home back in Wyoming. That 
particular bout of OCD in fact led to an 
inspiration for treating a patient — a plot 
twist that wasn’t about normahzing the 
way someone with autism thinks and 
feels, but about honoring it. That’s rare on 
TV, thankfully not unprecedented (see: 
Sundance’s excellent “The A Word”). 

Heavy? Sure, at times, but there’s lev¬ 
ity here, too. Example: Recently, Glass- 
man wondered if Shaun wanted someone 
to love in his life. 

Shaun, abruptly: “I don’t want love.” 

Glassman, casually: “OK, you want 
breakfast?” 
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By Christine Clarridge 

The Seattle Times 

J ohn Walker, formerly of Kentucky, made it through 
his first Seattle winter last year just fine, but 
recently he started feeling blue. 

Suspecting a lack of brightness was the problem, 
he began taking vitamin D supplements and hung a small 
string of white Christmas lights in his bedroom, “so it 
would seem hke the sun is rising” when he wakes, he said. 
But it’s not working so far. 

“I don’t know what happened; it feels like I just got hit 
by it really hard in a wave,” Walker said. “It’s hard to go 
to work in the dark and come home in the dark, and my 
body is saying, ‘Oh no, we have to go through this again.’ 
It feels like I’m having an existential crisis.” 

He is not alone. 

According to Seattle-based psychiatrist David Avery, 
who’s studied circadian rhythms and our “body clock” 

— the body’s temperature regulation and light therapy — 
in the treatment of seasonal affective disorder (SAD) for 
the past 25 years, nearly all of those living in the Pacific 
Northwest experience at least a little seasonal depression 
that’s tied to changes in seasons and, more specifically, 
the amount of light to which they are exposed. 

Pacific Northwest residents see the sun rise and set 
in fewer than 8 V 2 hours by December. And what little 
daylight they get is often shrouded by clouds. 

Avery said while there’s an estimated 5 to 10 percent 
of people who are severely affected by the disorder, and 
a group that seems to experience “no seasonality at all,” 
most of us fall somewhere in between. 

We have less energy, sleep more, eat more, gain weight 
and have a hard time falling asleep and a hard time wak¬ 
ing up during the fall and winter. 

He explains: When light hits the retinas of our eyes, it 
stimulates certain receptors that send messages to the 
brain’s hypothalamus, which is like the “conductor of a 
symphony,” telling the body when to release hormones, 
such as melatonin and cortisol, and signaling when the 
body should cool down and warm up. 

When things work correctly, it’s a nicely coordinated 
system. 


“The melatonin level raises just before one naturally 
falls asleep; in the middle of the night, melatonin starts 
dropping off and the (body’s) temperature starts rising,” 
he said. 

When changes in light interrupt our circadian 
rhythms, our bodies and brains stay warm at night, 
which prevents sleep, and they stay cold in the morn¬ 
ing, impeding wakefulness. Our device-obsessed cul¬ 
ture doesn’t help, as the situation is exacerbated by the 
plethora of daylight-mimicking blue light in computer 
monitors, phone screens and televisions. 

“A lot of people with winter depression are trying to 
wake up in the middle of their biological clock’s idea of 
night,” he said. 

Though common and treatable, SAD is not always 
recognized as a mental-health issue, according to Pam 
Sheffield, a family physician with the University of Wash¬ 
ington Neighborhood Clinics who has written about the 
disorder. 

“It often feels like a physical body problem,” she said. 

It isn’t until someone has experienced it as a recurring 
and yearly issue that they sometimes start to see the pat¬ 
tern for what it is, she said. 

How we cope 

Sheffield, Avery and people who’ve experienced SAD 
recommend spending time in front of light boxes that re¬ 
create the full spectrum of sunlight. Getting outside and 
exercising helps, too, according to Seattle Times readers 
who shared their stories with us. 

Ericka Kendall, of Seattle, is a freelance musician who at 
age 7 moved from sunny Southern Cahfomia to the Pacific 
Northwest, where she’s learned to manage her seasonal 
depression with a multipronged approach that includes eat¬ 
ing whole foods, taking vitamin D supplements every day, 
signing up for a half-marathon in midwinter that forces her 
to train during the darker months, and sitting with a light- 
therapy lamp for 20 to 30 minutes daily. 

“I only started using one last winter,” she said in an 
email. “I was at a hardware store looking for a light 
fixture for my home, and was drawn like a magnet to this 
light emanating from the other end of the aisle. I walked 


toward it and found myself standing in front of a group 
of large and small therapy lamps, and must have stood 
there for several minutes before my husband came and 
found me. It was only then that I realized what they actu¬ 
ally were, and I knew right then that the hype was real. I 
had such a sense of calm.” 

California native Kathy Allen moved to the Puget 
Sound area for school and discovered once there she had 
a hard time getting out of bed. 

She could not focus and was in a constant “state of 
drowsiness,” said Allen, now the alumni engagement 
coordinator for Pacific Lutheran University. 

To combat SAD, she started taking vitamin D, eating a 
lot of vitamin-rich cheese and using a light-ringed alarm 
clock that gradually brightens starting 30 minutes before 
she has to get up. 

“This has been the most effective trick for me,” she 
said, “and I love having my own piece of sunshine!” 

Scott Brown moved to the Seattle area from Austin, 
Texas, about 12 years ago and initially felt pretty smug 
that the infamous Pacific Northwest winters didn’t seem 
to bring him down at all. 

But then he started noticing that he was getting sick 
more often and taking longer to recover. He began to be 
depressed and fell off his exercise routine. 

“Just this year I realized SAD might be an issue be¬ 
cause when the weather suddenly changed about a month 
ago to fall weather, almost immediately I started getting 
noticeably tired in the afternoons again. 

“I bought the Amazon-recommended SAD light for 
$100 and started using it daily, in the morning when I 
check email and read the news. It makes a huge positive 
difference. My energy and attitude are a lot more positive 
all day, and I don’t crash in the afternoon.... The light 
also helps if I use it in the middle of the day, before the 
energy drop happens.” 

And then there’s Tim Apicella, who spent his first 48 
years in Seattle before making a radical change. 

“Rather than resort to depression medication or SAD 
lights, I decided I had to move away from the gray skies. I 
moved away from all my lifelong friends and family, and 
relocated to Honolulu,” Apicella said. 

“What a difference! Sun and Aloha saved me.” 


As many as 10 percent of people suffer severely from seasonal affective disorder (SAD) due to the lack 
of sunlight in our fall aud wiuter mouths, according to Seattie-based psychiatrist David Avery. 
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WEEKEND: FAMILY 


Bro I miss you ^ I'm trying not 
to cry in class rn it's hard 
like I miss you more and more 
everyday " ‘ I want you back 
you was my brother you 
knew how we rocked & man 
just help me ^ cause idk what 
I'm doing with my life rn ^ just 
confused ig ... PLEASE WATCH 
OVER ME I love you lil bro 
long live you forever 
brother quay 


Matt Walsh, Charlotte Observer/TNS 

Athlete Aaron Barker, 15, died unexpectedly this year, but his friends still text him. His mother always replies. 


'Luv u 4 ever’ 

Friends text athlete after his death 


By Joe Marusak 
The Charlotte Observer 

F riends keep texting Aaron 
Barker. How much he 
meant to them. How much 
they miss him. 

“Hey, Aaron, it’s your Lyssie. I’m 
just sitting on break with you on my 
mind,” reads one. 

And another: 

“You was like my big brother ... 
We all are going to miss you man.” 

Aaron, 15, died in January. He 
collapsed at home after basketball 
practice at Olympic High School in 
Charlotte, N.C. 

But the texts keep coming. 

And his mother, who kept his 
phone, answers them all. They are, 
Sharon Barker said, “the reason I’m 
still living.” 

Some of her replies are longer 
than others. Many are just heart 
emojis. 

It’s been 10 months, and his fam¬ 
ily still grieves, with no answer to 
what caused his death. 

“I don’t wish this on my worst 
enemy,” Sharon Barker said. 

Aaron was a 6-foot-3 sophomore 
guard for Olympic. He was fourth 
on the team in scoring, averaging 
8.8 points and 4.1 rebounds per 
game. Two years earlier, he played 
eighth-grade travel basketball on 
former Charlotte Hornets star 
Muggsy Bogues’ MBl team. 

At 227 pounds and nearly 6-feet- 
4-inches tall, “he was just as strong 
and healthy as an ox,” Sharon 
Barker said. “His football coaches 
used to call him a freak of nature.” 

On the morning of Jan. 21, Aaron 
returned home after basketball 
practice. That afternoon. Barker 
said, she was taking a nap in her 
bedroom when her oldest son’s girl¬ 
friend needed to use the bathroom 
Aaron was in. She knocked but got 
no response. She knocked again 


about 20 minutes later. Silence. 

Family members loosened the 
lock — it’s the type that can be eas¬ 
ily opened even with a finger, Sha¬ 
ron Barker said. 
It’s meant for 
households with 
children who 
can accidentally 
lock themselves 
in a room. 

Sharon Barker 
entered the 
bathroom and 
saw her unre¬ 
sponsive son 
slumped over 
on his knees in 
the bathtub, as 
if he’d fallen off 
the toilet. 

“I wanted to believe he was OK, 
but he looked dead to me,” she said. 

The family called 911. Sharon 
Barker said she was trained to per¬ 
form CPR, but neither she nor the 
EMTs who arrived got a response. 

Earlier that afternoon, she’d gone 
up to Aaron as she always did to tell 
him she loved him. 

“When he left this world, he knew 
he was loved,” Sharon Barker said. 

The family finally received a copy 
of the autopsy results last month, 
but the report only deepened the 
mystery for them. 

The report lists the cause of 
Aaron’s death as “undetermined,” 
which provides no closure to the 
family, Sharon Barker said. Her 
husband stayed up crying after 
reviewing the report. 

Sharon Barker spent the months 
researching the cause of sudden 
deaths among other fit young ath¬ 
letes. So she wasn’t surprised the 
autopsy mentioned arrhythmia as 
a possible cause, she said, although 
her son never showed symptoms of 
a heart irregularity. 


The autopsy by the Mecklenburg 
County Medical Examiner’s Office 
revealed an enlarged heart with a 
thickened left ventricle wall. That 
could suggest arrhythmia as a cause 
of death, according to the report. 
“However, definitive diagnosis of 
arrhythmia is based on clinical find¬ 
ings and is not possible after death,” 
the report said. 

The autopsy found no substances 
of “toxicologic significance” in 
Aaron’s blood, urine or liver. 

That didn’t surprise his mom. 

“He was way too happy to do 
something to himself,” she said. The 
biggest trouble he ever got into was 
for acting up or talking too loudly in 
class once, she said. 

The youngest of four brothers, 
Aaron was spoiled rotten, she said. 
He loved shoes and always asked 
for yet another pair of new ones. His 
parents always obliged. 

“He was a great kid, an awesome 
son,” Sharon Barker said. “It’s 
amazing the lives he touched.” 

“Bro I miss you,” one text reads. 
“I’m trying not to cry in class ... 
PLEASE WATCH OVER ME!!! I 
love you lil bro. Quay.” 

“You meant the world to him so 
know that he is with you every day 
and wants the best for you,” Sharon 
Barker replied. 

“Today i promise to play my heart 
out for not only God himself but you 
and AB,” says another. 

“Awwwwwwww Meek, you trying 
to make me cry,” Sharon Barker 
replies. “Have a phenomenal game, 
baby.” 

She still expects to see Aaron at 
times, but then she realizes he’s 
never coming back. She watches 
video almost every day showing 
Aaron on family vacations and on 
the basketball court, “just to see 
him alive and happy. It helps me 
cope.” 


I It’s 
been 10 
months, 
and his 
I \ family still 
grieves, 
with no 
answer 
to what 
caused his 
death. 


THE MEAT AND 
POTATOES OF LIFE 


Lisa Smith Molinari 




Desperate fans 
want their football 

U nlike other football fans, I had no choice in 
the matter. I was born and raised in Western 
Pennsylvania. Ergo, I am a Pittsburgh Steelers 
fan. In that part of the country, team loyalty is 
passed down like eye color, pigeon toes and Grandma’s 
Golumpki recipe. As involuntary as breathing air. 

So, I grew up rooting for the Steelers like everyone else 
I knew. From a young age, I felt contempt for the Browns 
and the Cowboys, although I wasn’t sure why. I wore a 
Steelers hat with a gold pompom even though it didn’t 
match my coat. I helped my mom make heaps of Chex 
Mix for Super Bowl parties, when Terry Bradshaw, Joe 
Greene, Mel Blount, Jack Ham, Lynn Swan and Franco 
Harris were in their heyday. 

Team loyalty was also part of the marriage contract 
between my husband, Francis, and me. He willingly 
abandoned his beloved Green Bay Packers and joined 
Steeler Nation just for me. Pretty romantic, when you 
think about it. 

The first few years of moving to different duty stations 
were tough, but during back-to-back tours in Virginia, 
we were able to raise a growing family of true Steeler 
devotees. 

But then, just when our family was comfortably 
ensconced in black and gold sportswear, a Steeler hag 
happed from our front porch, and a Terrible Towel was 
poised for action on the family room coffee table, the 
unthinkable happened — we got overseas orders again. 

Living in base housing in Stuttgart, Germany, we 
learned that we would not be able to watch most of the 
football games, because Armed Forces Network only 
aired certain matchups. And those were broadcast at odd 
hours of the night. 

Finally, someone told us about a new technology — on¬ 
line streaming. 

Despite the risk of identity theft, malware infection and 
prosecution for piracy, I punched my credit card infor¬ 
mation into a suspicious streaming website on game day. 
After what seemed like endless fiddling with our circa- 
2005 Dell desktop with inadequate bandwidth and a scant 
gigabyte of capacity, a tiny window finally popped up 
showing a pixelated image of Heinz Field. 

“C’mon everybody!” I yelled from the back bedroom 
where our computer was connected to the internet, “I 
found the game!” One by one, we piled onto the bed. My¬ 
self, Francis, the three kids and our 110-pound dog. 

However, what should have been a relaxing experi¬ 
ence quickly turned into a fiasco, as everyone fought for 
territory on the mattress. Once chicken wings, celery and 
chips were introduced to the scene, the bed was more like 
a Salad Shooter. 

Play after play, we strained to make out what was hap¬ 
pening in the poor-quality images. Then somewhere in 
the second quarter, the screen permanently froze. 

Once, during our three-year tour in Germany, we had 
an opportunity to watch a live game that wasn’t broadcast 
on AFN. The Steelers were playing in Super Bowl XLV, 
so we rented an apartment in Rome with a cable package 
that included the network that was airing the game live 
just after midnight. 

After a full day of visiting tourist sites, we filled our 
bellies with a late dinner of pasta, fried artichokes, bread, 
wine and gelato before nestling in to watch the game. 

Despite our initial excitement, it would have taken 
cattle prods and toothpicks propping open our eyelids 
for us to make it to the halftime show. We were all sound 
asleep three downs into the second quarter. 

We realized that military service required a kind of 
sacrifice we’d never expected. 

Thankfully, there are better options for military fami¬ 
lies today. Digital streaming is now mainstream technol¬ 
ogy. Fans anywhere in the world can watch games on 
demand legally through NFL Game Pass (nfi.com/help/ 
gamepass). And those located in the U.S. have even more 
ways to keep up with their teams. See “How to stream 
NFL games for the 2017 Season” at nfi.com. 

Read more of Lisa Smith Molinari’s columns at: 

themeatandpotatoesoflife.com 

Email: meatandpotatoesoflifeiggooglemail.com 
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ACROSS 

1 Philbin’s onetime 
morning co-host 
8 Equality-promoting 
org. 

12 Those who 

believe everything 
has a spirit 

20 Off base 

21 Small songbird 

22 Patronized 

a restaurant 

23 Prodigality? 

25 Emmy-winning actor 

“The West Wing” 

26 Spinny pool shot 

27 Direct (toward) 

29 Part of many German 

names 

30 “Ready?” response 
33 Hog seller? 

38 Chefs’ hats 

40 Corp. budget item 

41 1969 self-titled 

jazz album 

42 Salad alternative 

43 Trouble maker 
46 Depend (on) 

48 Letters of warning on 
internet sites 

52 Radiologist’s 

tool, for short 

53 Cigar City, so-called 

on account of a 
former major 
industry 

54 A part of Life? 

55 Irritate 

56 Suffix with market 

57 Mr, Magoo biopic? 


62 Actress Thurman 

63 N.Y.C. subway letters 

65 High school 

sweethearts 

66 “_said ...” 

68 Birthplace of Emily 
Dickinson 

71 Sloppy sort 

72 Roadblock 

73 Canadian coin, 

informally 

74 Like rebate coupons, 

typically 

78 “How cool!” 

79 Actor Kilmer 

80 Cuckoo or dodo? 

83 Locale for a flock 
86 Nonreactive 

88 Abbr. in a 

military title 

89 Dark times, 

informally 

90 Trickster 

91 Mariner’s org. 

92 Sm a ll 

93 Resembling down 

95 General_chicken 

96 Buccaneer’s quaff 
98 Was on a crowded 

bus, say 

100 Soprano Renata 
102 Prepares 
cube steak? 

107 Altar sites 

108 A/Cstat 

109 Gay who wrote 
“Frank Sinatra 
Has a Cold” 

110 “I_talking 

to you!” 

112The“E” ofE.D. 

114 All-day gripe 
sessions? 

121 Like a rope 


122 Northern Iraqi 

123 Alter ego on 
“The Simpsons” 

124 Tightwads’ opposites 

125 Hungers 

126 Questionable 

DOWN 

1 Ones in a mess, 

informally 

2 Question: Abbr. 

3 Pot-au-_ 

(French stew) 

4 Basis of the plot 

of “Gone Girl” 

5 Like Corinthian 

columns 

6 Bacilli shapes 

7 Habiliments 

8 Cobbler’s tool 

9 Vineyard designation 

10 _Cayes 

(Haitian port) 

11 Not related? 

12 Gilbert who wrote 

“Love and Death on 
Long Island” 

13 Rosetta Stone 

discovery site 

14 In a senseless way 

15 Deranged, in slang 

16 Polish movie named 

Best Foreign 
Language Film of 
2014 

17 Work out 

18 Henry VIPs house 

19 Lee who co-created 

the Avengers 
24 Not an elective: Abbr. 
28 Flower colored 

by Aphrodite’s blood, 

30 “You know 
who this is” 


31 “A Visit From St. 

Nicholas” poet 

32 Ways out of 

embarrassing 

situations? 

34 Polished 

35 It may have a 

ting to it 

36 Enero a diciembre 

37 Civil rights 

activist Guinier 
39 Laker legend 
with a size 22 
sneaker, informally 

44 Something absolutely 

necessary 

45 Fast-paced two-player 

card game 
47 Munchies, say 

49 Enumerations of 

things to be sat on? 

50 Is plenty angry 

51 Song words before 

“the World” and “the 
Champions” 

53 Like pre-1917 Russia 
55 Green shells 

58 Animal with a flexible 

59 Early title for Julius 

Caesar 

60 Brightest star 

in Orion 

61 Apollo ll’s 

Eagle, for short 
64 What Lionel 
Messi wears 

67 Brazil’s_ 

Bernardo 
do Campo 

68 Choreographer Alley 

69 2016 film set 

in Polynesia 

70 Ft_(footnote 

abbr.) 

72 Document certifiers, 
for short 


74 Countenance 

75 Sorting category on 

76 Vacuum-tube 

component 

77 Cousin of 

a spoonbill 

81 Alleged psychic 

exposed by the 
Amazing Randi 

82 Co-authors Margret 

and H. A. 


84 Theatricalize 

85 Lhasa_(dogs) 

87 “Old World Style” 

pasta sauce brand 

92 Glacial deposit 

93 Opposition 

94 Easy question 

95 “I dare you 

to do better!” 

97 Snitched on, 


99 Lucy’s place, in 
a Beatles song 

101 “Impossible!” 

102 Leash, e.g. 

103 Line (up) 

104 Ones on the outsides 
of brackets 

105 “Yuck!” 

106 Forgeries 
108 Pot growers? 

111 Kind of vaccine 


113 Cardboard container: 
Abbr. 

115“_pasa?” 

116 Decorative 
garden item 

117 Source of much of 
Google’s income 

118 Fictional creature 
made from heat and 

119 Unspecified degree 

120 _milk 


GUNSTON STREET 



“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and visit gunstonstreet.com. 


RESULTS FOR ABOVE PUZZLE 



WIN YOUR SIGNED COPY! 


Stripes Book Club and Putnam, imprint of Penguin Random House, 
are proud to offer you a chance to win one of 10 signed copies of 
James L. Haley’s A Darker Sea. 

Go to stripesrewards.com/bookclub to enter and win. 

Penguin ; « . — . 

Eanaom ^^^BookGub 
House 


In the War of 1812, the British control the most 
powerful navy on earth, and Americans are again 
victims of piracy. B liven Putnam is dispatched to 
Charleston to take command of the USS Tempest. 
Bliven disrupts British merchant shipping, until 
he is defeated by the frigate HMS Java. With 
guns-blazing action, A Darker Sea illuminates an 
unforgettable period in American history. 
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The lovable 
outsider 

Ezra Miller portrays awkward 
superhero in Justice League 


By Jake Coyle 
Associated Press 

E zra Miller brings an electric en¬ 
ergy to the superhero team-up film 
“Justice League,” pinballing off the 
more imposing presences of Henry 
Cavill, Gal Gadot and Ben Affleck. 

They are mighty. He is fast. 

Miller was first cast as Barry Allen, a.k.a. 
The Flash, several years ago, but “Justice 
League” is his most front-and-center perfor¬ 
mance yet as the fastest man alive. He’s also 
the best thing in the film, adding a hyper, 
insecure liveliness that has often been lack¬ 
ing from many recent, more grandiose DC 
Comics films. 

As played by the 25-year-old, Barry is a 
motor-mouthed loner who, when asked by 
Bruce Wayne to join the League, is mostly 
happy to just have some friends. 

Miller, who has been credited as the first 
out LGBT person to play a lead role in a 
mgjor superhero film, has distinguished 
himself by playing hyper-verbal outcasts in 
movies big (“Fantastic Beasts and Where 
to Find Them”) and small. Speaking by 
phone from London, Miller spoke with ver¬ 
bal gymnastics that even the Flash might 
struggle to keep up with. 


The Associated Press: From 
“City Island” to “Fantastic 
Beasts” you seem to be drawn 
to playing outsiders. 

Miller: I’m definitely interest¬ 
ed in what I would call Barbara 
McClintock’s discovery of the re¬ 
bellious gene. Things advance by 
mutating away from their point of 
origin. I do think that happens on 
not just a cellular or genetic level 
but within civil society. A lot of 
the people who have shaped ideas 
and science on planet Earth have 
been outsiders. I feel often like an 
outsider. It’s a fascinating type of 
person to portray. And I think ul¬ 
timately everyone has an element 
of that in their experience even if 
their life doesn’t fully present that 
on first look. I think everyone can 
feel alienated and can both ben¬ 
efit by that and know the harm of 
that. 

You seem a quick-witted per¬ 
son. Do you identify with the 
Flash? 

A cool idea about the Flash 
is that he, as he starts to move 
quicker and quicker with his 
body, he must also speed up men¬ 
tally. When we shoot something 
in slow-motion, like we might on 
a Flash-inclusive movie, the way 
that’s done is by rolling the cam¬ 
era faster. You shoot more frames 
per second when you want to slow 
down the image. In the same way, 
the Flash, as he moves faster, has 
to speed up to his brain in order 
to slow down his perception. 
That’s all well and good when 
he’s in superhero-mode, but one 
of the questions of our film asks 
is how does that play out in social 
circumstances? I think there are 
qualities that have been detri¬ 
mental to his social capacity. 

Were you at all concerned that 
a big production like this would 
leave less room for the kind of 


EML 


at the movies 


Get all the latest on films out this 

I seasonatStripes.com/go/fallmovies | 

acting you practice? 

I feel personally that if I’m 
struggling for integrity. I’m al¬ 
ready lacking in it. I come from 
a place where instead of trying 
to manufacture my standards of 
integrity I’m trying to work in 
such a way that I trust in that in¬ 
herently when I step to any proj¬ 
ect, whatever the scale. I want to 
maintain the integrity of my pro¬ 
cess. Outside of that, forget about 
it. It’s anyone’s game. 

But was there some appeal 
in bouncing off the more arche¬ 
typal performances by Cavill, 
Gadot and Affleck? 

Yeah, that’s one of the great 
joys. In a situation like this to 
have the immense gravity of ev¬ 
erything — which I think is really 
maintained in this film—but then 
be in a situation where I can im¬ 
provise. I can play. I can react in 
the way that I feel Barry might, in 
a way frat can feel deeply human. 
That was exciting to me, the idea 
that in the age of superhero films 
in their absolute crescendo, you 
have this character who’s sort of 
a fan who appreciates what he’s 
witnessing. And to have someone 
who’s having really human reac¬ 
tions to what’s going on — to see a 
villain and have a panic attack — 
I connect with that. I think people 
connect with that. I think that’s 
where we are. In terms of real¬ 
izing our true potential as super¬ 
heroes, the species on the planet, 
we’re in amateur, novice stages. 
We are tripping over our own feet 
like Barry in this movie. 


Ezra Miller, The Flash in the “Justice League,” attended the Los 
Angeles premiere of the film Nov. 13. Chris Pizzello, Invision/ap 


Making a Target run: Taylor Swift shocks shoppers while buying album 


From wire reports 

Taylor Swift has left some fans shocked 
by dropping by a Tennessee Target store 
to pick up a few things, including her new 
album. 

The Nashville Tennessean reports the 
superstar singer chronicled her Target run 
through Instagram Stories. The newspaper 
reports Swift approached fans and video 
chatted with their friends who missed out 
on the surprise visit to the store. 

Swift approached some star struck shop¬ 
pers in the store, telling them “you can talk 
to me if you want.” 

Swift said in her story that she has a tra¬ 
dition of visiting the store to buy her album 
when a new one comes out. Her sixth album, 
“Reputation,” was released last week. 

London theater receives 20 
allegations against Spacey 

London’s Old Vic Theatre said Thurs¬ 
day it has received 20 allegations of inap¬ 
propriate behavior by its former artistic 
director Kevin Spacey, and acknowledged 
that a “cult of personality” around the Hol¬ 
lywood star had made it difficult for the al¬ 
leged victims to come forward. 

The London theater launched an investi¬ 
gation into Spacey last month after claims 
of sexual harassment emerged in the Unit¬ 
ed States. Spacey, 58, led the Old Vic be¬ 


tween 2004 and 2015. The Old Vic said it 
had received 20 allegations of “a range of 
inappropriate behavior,” from actions that 
made people feel uncomfortable to “sexu¬ 
ally inappropriate” touching. 

All the alleged victims are young men, 
none under 18 years old. The reported in¬ 
cidents took place between 1995 and 2013, 
many of them at the Old Vic, and all but four 
of the alleged victims are former staff of the 
theater. In all but one case the complainants 
say they did not report them at the time. 
One man says he reported an incident to his 
manager, who did not act on the informa¬ 
tion. The Old Vic said it had encouraged 14 
of the complainants to go to police, but could 
not confirm whether any had done so. 

The theater said Spacey’s “star power” 
contributed to an atmosphere in which 
staff “did not feel confident that the Old 
Vic would take those allegations seriously, 
given who he was.” 

Other news 

■ Rocker Neil Young has announced 
on Facebook that his archive of music will 
open Dec. 1, the same day his new album 
“The Visitor” is released. Young prom¬ 
ises that the free archive will allow fans 
to “visit and experience every song I have 
ever released in the highest quality your 
machine will allow.” 

■ A producer of “Veep” says filming of 


the HBO comedy has been postponed as its 
star, Julia Louis-Dreyfus, undergoes treat¬ 
ment for breast cancer. During an inter¬ 
view on SiriusXM on Wednesday, Frank 
Rich said production of the new season 
was awaiting her recovery. Rich said “the 
expectation is that we will shoot again,” 
and said that scripts for what had already 
been announced as the seventh and final 
season are ready. 

■ Tom Sizemore was booted from the 
upcoming film “The Door” after he was 
accused of sexually assaulting an 11-year- 
old girl in 2003. The actor, who was set to 
star in the film, was completely removed 
from the project this week by the pro¬ 
duction company. Global Genesis Group, 
Deadline reported. 

■ Jesmyn Ward’s novel “Sing, Unbur¬ 
ied, Sing,” on Wednesday won the National 
Book Award for fiction. It was the second 
time Ward received the fiction prize. Masha 
Gessen’s “The Future is History: How To¬ 
talitarianism Reclaimed Russia” received 
the nonfiction prize and Robin Benway’s 
“Far from the Tree” won for young peo¬ 
ple’s literature. The poetry prize was given 
to Frank Bidart for his career anthology 
“Half-light: Collected Poems 1965-2016.” 

■ Pharrell Williams is using music to 
sound the warning about climate change. 
The Grammy-winning musician appeared 
in Shanghai this week to debut a song ti¬ 
tled “100 Years,” which he described as “a 


postcard, a sarcastic one, to the people who 
should be ashamed to call themselves sci¬ 
entists and politicians.” The song addresses 
those who deny climate change. However, 
the targets of his song most hkely won’t 
hear it; the collaboration with cognac brand 
Louis XIII is set for release in 100 years. 

■ Hollywood Foreign Press Association 
president Meher Tatna says the move to 
change Miss Golden Globe honoree to Gold¬ 
en Globe Ambassador was made in order to 
help expand the role to help recognize the 
association’s philanthropic efforts through¬ 
out the year. This year’s Golden Globe Am¬ 
bassador is Simone Garcia Johnson, the 
daughter of Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson 
and his ex-wife, producer Dany Garcia. 

■ Rapper Lil Peep has died at age 21. A 
representative for the performer confirmed 
reports of his death Thursday. Lil Peep, 
whose real name was Gustav Ahr, didn’t 
take the stage during his scheduled concert 
in Tucson, Ariz., on Wednesday night. 

■ Norman Lear, Cindy Crawford, Berry 
Gordy, Bill Maher and the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson are among the stars offering trib¬ 
utes to Hugh Hefner in a special edition 
of Playboy hitting newsstands this week. 
“Celebrating Hef” chronicles the Playboy 
magazine founder’s life in words and pho¬ 
tos, with the essays highlighting Hefner’s 
support for civil rights and First Amend¬ 
ment freedoms. 
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By Laura Ellyn Smith 
Special To The Washington Post 

W hen searching for historical 
analogues to the Trump presi¬ 
dency, political analysts have 
landed again and again on 
Andrew Jackson. For both men, an obses¬ 
sion with personal honor triggers their vol¬ 
atile temperaments. Their political appeal 
is tied to their opposition to the Washington 
establishment. And Jackson set the prece¬ 
dent for politicians to use a populist appeal 
to frame their rhetoric. 

But while it’s easy to see how President 
Donald Trump fits the model of an out-of- 
nowhere populist seizing power, there has 
been little attention to the way Trump is 
mirroring Jackson’s more impressive feat: 
chasing (and in Jackson’s case, winning) 
re-election as an outsider after four years 
as the ultimate insider. 

Starting with his first presidential cam¬ 
paign in 1824, Jackson relied on his appeal 
to the “common man.” In 1828, it worked: 
Jackson became the nation’s first president 
elected thanks to populist appeals against 
a corrupt political elite rather than a co¬ 
herent policy agenda. Once in office, how¬ 
ever, Jackson faced a different challenge. 
He had to somehow avoid being branded 
as part of a corrupt elite — something he 
accomplished by implementing policy that 
emphasized his appeal to the “common 
man.” 

A prime example: Facing re-election in 
July 1832, Jackson vetoed a bill to rechar¬ 
ter the Bank of the United States. Henry 
Clay, Jackson’s nemesis and the opposing 
presidential candidate, had pushed the bill 
through Congress. Clay assumed that the 
bank enjoyed public support and that if 
Jackson dared veto it, it would be the death 
knell for his bid for re-election. 

But Clay miscalculated. Jackson used 
his veto as a populist appeal to his base, 
depicting himself as the champion of the 


By Molly Roberts 

The Washington Post 

F ox News wants to know: “Is the 
left ready for a Bill Clinton ‘reck¬ 
oning’?” The answer, as it turns 
out, is sort of. 

For years. Democrats tried to ignore the 
array of allegations against the 42nd presi¬ 
dent. Monica Lewinsky was one thing, but 
Juanita Broaddrick, Paula Jones and Kath¬ 
leen Willey were, as Clinton surrogates 
said at the time, “floozies” and “stalkers.” 
Marjorie Williams took on this donkey in 
the room in Vanity Fair in 1998. But the 
vast majority of Democrats were loyal to 
capo Clinton in the 1990s, and they stayed 
that way until this week. 

Now, they’re suited up to relitigate. 
Stray tweets in the wake of the Roy Moore 
scandal have coalesced into thinkpieces 
denouncing the former president. “Bill 
Clinton should have resigned,” intones 
Matthew Yglesias at Vox. “I Believe Juan¬ 
ita,” trumpets Michelle Goldberg on The 
New York Times op-ed page. 

Both of these pieces reflect a broader ap¬ 
proach among liberals toward Clinton’s be¬ 
havior. (There are exceptions.) They offer 
Clinton up as a sacrificial lamb to avoid 
charges of partisanship, and at the same 
time they excuse themselves of sheltering 
him until it became convenient. 

Despite the headline, Goldberg’s piece 
is a carnival of equivocations. She believes 
Juanita, sure, but she believes only Juan- 


“common man.” 

“It is to be regretted that the rich and 
powerful too often bend the acts of govern¬ 
ment to their selfish purposes,” he wrote 
when he vetoed the bank charter four 
months before the 1832 election. 

The move shouldn’t have surprised Clay. 
Jackson had attacked the policies of his en¬ 
emies in Congress and former President 
John Quincy Adams by using the veto more 
than all six of his predecessors combined. 

Jackson presented the actions of his 
first term as a successful but ongoing fight 
against the political elites. Jackson blamed 
the dysfunction of his first Cabinet on the 
corruption and failures of elites and point¬ 
ed to his reliance on a “kitchen cabinet” of 
loyal supporters outside the Washington 
establishment as evidence of his distance 
from Washington insiders. He also touted 
his opposition to the Supreme Court’s 1832 
decision in Worcester v. Georgia, which 
affirmed the Cherokee tribe’s rights to its 
land, demonstrating that “the people” he 
represented were white Americans intent 
on spreading across the continent. While 
only some of Jackson’s policies can be 
described as populist, his rhetoric consis¬ 
tently was. 

Like Jackson, Trump does not offer vot¬ 
ers policies grounded in any clear ideology. 
What he offers instead is a moral appeal: 
telling his base that they are the keepers 
of American virtue, the defenders of “the 
people.” And like Jackson, thanks to his 
rhetoric. Trump has thus far avoided being 
tarnished as part of a corrupt elite, relying 
on a populist appeal to “drain the swamp,” 
even as he proposes policies to enrich the 
wealthy. 

He has been able to avoid this tarnish 
because he uses a populist appeal to frame 
his policy actions. To bolster his support 
in “coal country,” Trump pulled out of 
the Paris climate accord, claiming, “I was 
elected to represent the citizens of Pitts¬ 
burgh, not Paris.” His attacks on free-trade 


ita, and only now. Kathleen Willey? Her 
account of getting groped in the Oval Of¬ 
fice sounds reasonable. “But,” Goldberg 
writes, “Willey also accused the Clintons 
of having her husband and then her cat 
killed. Must we believe that, too?” No, we 
must not. But we shouldn’t summarily dis¬ 
miss her assault allegation, either. As for 
Jones, Goldberg dismisses her as a cog in 
the vast right-wing conspiracy. 

Harping on this conspiracy is Goldberg’s 
way of exonerating herself and other Dem¬ 
ocrats for decidedly disbelieving women 
way back when. “In this environment,” 
she patiently explains, “it would have been 
absurd to take accusations of assault and 
harassment made against Clinton at face 
value.” Goldberg concludes by saying that 
blind belief in any accusation can be used 
against the believer. But she’s missing a 
big part of the picture: In Clinton’s case, 
most Democrats didn’t even say “if true.” 
They just said “false.” 

Yglesias lets Democrats off the hook, 
too. He writes off the grave allegations 
against Clinton from everyone except Le¬ 
winsky, because apparently those are the 
only charges we can safely take seriously. 
Then, he argues that “the policy case that 
Democrats needed Clinton in office was 
weak.” In other words, the problem wasn’t 
that liberals stood by an accused serial 
sexual abuser. It was that they stood by an 
accused serial sexual abuser and didn’t get 
anything out of it. 

It gets worse: “Now that Hillary is out of 


agreements, most notably NAFTA, blend 
populism with personal vendettas as he at¬ 
tempts to undo policies associated with the 
Clinton and Obama administrations. 

And just as Jackson did with his dysfunc¬ 
tional Cabinet, Trump reframes failures 
as evidence of his outsider status. When 
Congress failed to “repeal and replace” 
the Affordable Care Act, Trump used it as 
evidence that Washington is controlled by 
a corrupt elite, one that continually blocks 
him from acting in the interest of hard¬ 
working families. 

But his current push for tax reform 
shows how thin the populist skin overlay¬ 
ing his policies is. Trump presents the plan 
as beneficial for the middle class, despite 
the fact that the tax cuts he is proposing 
would primarily benefit the top 1 percent. 
Even in this. Trump echoes Jackson. Jack¬ 
son’s populist appeal in opposing the bank 
disguised the fact that its destruction had 
long-term ramifications for the national 
economy, leading to the Panic of 1837, 
which was characterized by a mqjor reces¬ 
sion, unemployment and falling wages and 
profits. 

In 1832, Jackson’s populist appeal re¬ 
sulted in his overwhelming re-election, 
as his style defeated Clay’s substance. He 
was able to do this because as president, 
he deftly avoided being tarnished as part 
of the elite, despite his insider political 
status. 

Is this a model for Trump? Possibly. But 
unlike Jackson, Trump is actually keenly 
interested in helping wealthy elites, in 
large part because he’s one of them. This 
makes governing like a populist, rather 
than just speaking like one, a tougher task 
for Trump. Nevertheless, following Jack¬ 
son’s example may be the only path Trump 
has to re-election. 

Laura Ellyn Smith is a doctoral candidate 

and graduate instructor at the University of 
Mississippi, Arch Dalrymple III Department of 
History. 


electoral politics ... there’s no excuse for 
Democrats not to look back at these events 
with more objectivity.” 

That single sentence gives away the 
game. Democrats don’t deserve credit 
today for refusing to be hypocrites. They 
already are. They stood by Clinton in the 
’90s because they thought it was in their 
political interest, and they batted back at¬ 
tempts during the 2016 election to bring up 
what it would mean to have an accused rap¬ 
ist as first gentleman for the same reason. 
That impulse may have been rooted in a 
desire not to see Hillary Clinton punished 
for her husband’s wrongs. Yet instead of 
interrogating that reasoning, liberals did 
their best to ignore the problem. 

Democrats are years ahead of Republi¬ 
cans on issues of sexual abuse from a pol¬ 
icy point of view. But from a political one, 
so far they’ve gotten off easy. Though right 
now it’s Republicans who are under fire for 
putting an alleged pedophile up for elec¬ 
tion and an alleged assaulter in the White 
House, history tells us there’s no reason to 
think the next man who gets caught won’t 
have a “D” next to his name. Maybe it’ll 
be a rising star rather than a controversy- 
courting extremist who thinks there’s sha¬ 
riah law in Illinois. Liberals will then have 
a chance to really prove they’re not still 
stuck in the ’90s. For now, they’re ready to 
reckon with Bill Clinton. They’re just not 
ready to reckon with themselves. 

Molly Roberts works in The Washington Post’s 
opinion section. 


Dems fail to reckon with Bill Clinton’s past 
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OPINION 

What newspapers 
are saying at home 

The following editorial excerpts are se¬ 
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori¬ 
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates. 

Sessions still lacks total recall 

The New York Times 

The House Judiciary Committee hear¬ 
ing on Tuesday, at which Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions faced more than five hours of 
questions, was supposed to be about over¬ 
sight of the Justice Department. 

The committee’s Republicans appeared 
to have missed that memo. Instead, they 
toggled between sweet-talking Sessions 
and demanding that he appoint a special 
prosecutor to investigate a raft of allega¬ 
tions, most half-baked if not entirely raw, 
against Hillary Clinton, her campaign for 
president and her husband, former Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton. From the supposedly 
crooked deal that Hillary Clinton engi¬ 
neered to sell off America’s uranium to the 
Russians, to the Clinton-Democratic Na¬ 
tional Committee-FBI conspiracy behind 
the dossier on Donald Trump, to the tar¬ 
mac meeting in 2016 between Bill Clinton 
and President Barack Obama’s attorney 
general, Loretta Lynch — no Republican 
talking point was left unspoken. 

It’s not surprising that, after 10 months 
of the chaotic, scandal-strewn Trump 
presidency and a steady flow of revelations 
about the Trump campaign’s ties to Rus¬ 
sia, Republicans in Congress are desper¬ 
ate to talk about something, anything, else. 
What better way to distract from the in¬ 
vestigation of the current special counsel, 
Robert Mueller, than to call for a criminal 
investigation of the president’s defeated 
opponent? 

Committee Republicans asked the Jus¬ 
tice Department to appoint another spe¬ 
cial counsel back in July, and appeared 
frustrated that it hasn’t happened yet. “It 
sure looks like a mqjor political party was 
working with the federal government” to 
gin up a dossier and get the FBI to “spy 
on Americans associated with President 
Trump’s campaign,” Rep. Jim Jordan, of 
Ohio, said. “Doesn’t that warrant naming 
a second special counsel?” 

To his credit. Sessions did not take the 
bait. “‘Looks like’ is not enough basis to 
appoint a special counsel,” he said. But, 
in a letter on Monday, his department told 
the committee that it was weighing such a 
move. Whether or not the department ap¬ 
points a special counsel, the pressure to 
do so is clear, from both Republicans in 
Congress and Trump, who has threatened 
Sessions’ job if he fails to prosecute Hill¬ 
ary Clinton. That’s what’s so alarming: the 
push for the Justice Department to under¬ 
take a politically motivated investigation of 
a president’s political opponent, and purely 
as revenge for an actual investigation al¬ 
ready underway. 

Meanwhile, Sessions spent most of Tues¬ 
day’s hearing as he has all the others he’s 
sat through this year — by not recalling 
things that one would think most people 
would. At his confirmation hearing in Jan¬ 
uary, he testified that he’d had no contact 
with Russians during the 2016 presidential 
campaign. Turns out he met at least twice 
with the Russian ambassador, Sergey Kis- 
lyak. Last month. Sessions appeared be¬ 
fore the Senate again and was asked if any 
Trump campaign surrogates had had com¬ 
munications with the Russians. “I did not, 
and I’m not aware of anyone else that did, 
and I don’t believe it happened,” he said. 
Wrong again: Sessions spoke with at least 
two members of the Trump campaign. 
Carter Page and George Papadopoulos, 
about arranging a trip to Russia to meet 
government officials there. 

The conversation with Papadopoulos 
was during a March 2016 meeting of the 
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campaign’s foreign policy committee, ac¬ 
cording to Papadopoulos’ guilty plea last 
month for lying to the FBI about his Russia 
connections. 

On Tuesday, Sessions said he “had no 
recollection of this meeting until I saw 
these news reports.” His explanation for 
his poor memory was that he couldn’t be 
expected to remember every detail from 
2016, since the campaign “was a form of 
chaos every day, from Day 1.” No argu¬ 
ment there. 

Here’s a related question going forward: 
What else are you forgetting, Mr. Attorney 
General? 

Merger issues not ‘fake news’ 

The Washington Post 

President Donald Trump’s disdain for 
CNN is no secret. He has repeatedly called 
it “fake news,” and he tweeted a video of 
himself attacking a CNN stand-in. Now, re¬ 
ports suggest the Justice Department may 
be pushing CNN’s owner Time Warner to 
sell the network as a condition of a corpo¬ 
rate merger. The acquisition may pose le¬ 
gitimate antitrust concerns — but Trump’s 
behavior raises the specter of political re¬ 
taliation, which in turn increases the need 
for transparency in the antitrust decision¬ 
making process. 

AT&T’s proposed purchase of Time 
Warner would place the telecommunica¬ 
tions company in control of a portion of 
the entertainment it delivers, following in 
the footsteps of Comcast’s acquisition of 
NBC. Despite criticism that the deal would 
hand too much power to a single corpora¬ 
tion, AT&T’s prospects seemed decent in 
recent months. The Federal Communica¬ 
tions Commission allowed the proposal 
to move forward without lengthy review. 
Makan Delrahim, the head of the Justice 
Department’s antitrust division, stated be¬ 
fore taking office that the merger likely fell 
within the law. 

But Delrahim appears to have changed 
his mind. The Financial Times and The 
New York Times each report multiple 
versions of a tense meeting between rep¬ 
resentatives of AT&T and the Justice De¬ 
partment. By some accounts, government 
lawyers informed AT&T that it would need 
to divest CNN’s parent company. Turner 
Broadcasting, or AT&T’s satellite broad¬ 
caster, DirecTV. It’s not clear to what ex¬ 
tent the government was concerned about 
CNN specifically or Turner Broadcasting 
as a whole. “It’s all about CNN,” one anon¬ 
ymous source told the Financial Times. 
Other sources say that AT&T offered to sell 
CNN but was told by the Justice Depart¬ 
ment that this wouldn’t be enough to quell 
antitrust concerns. Meanwhile, AT&T 
chief executive Randall Stephenson denies 
that the company ever suggested spinning 
off the network or that “the price of getting 
the deal done was selling CNN.” 

Yet it’s hard to forget Trump’s harsh 
words for CNN or the opposition to the 


merger he voiced on the campaign trail, 
declaring, “Deals like this destroy de¬ 
mocracy.” In July, The New York Times 
reported that “White House advisers have 
discussed (the merger as) a potential point 
of leverage” over CNN. 

To be sure, no reports have shown any 
evidence of White House interference with 
the Justice Department’s antitrust divi¬ 
sion. Trump said on Sunday that he “didn’t 
make (the) decision” to request CNN’s 
sale, pointing to Delrahim instead. It may 
be that Delrahim altered his view on the 
merger after heeding the good-faith as¬ 
sessment of apolitical Justice Department 
attorneys. But it is an unavoidable fact that 
the president’s behavior has cast a cloud 
of doubt over the work of these honorable 
civil servants. 

The Senate subcommittee on antitrust, 
competition policy and consumer rights 
should exercise its oversight responsibility 
and convene a hearing. If the White House 
exerted improper influence over the Jus¬ 
tice Department in the interest of punish¬ 
ing a political enemy, the public has a right 
to know. If suspicions are unfounded, then 
a hearing will work to dispel them. 

Trump’s ‘pass-through’ play 

Los Angeles Times 

At President Donald Trump’s insistence, 
congressional Republicans are proposing 
something unprecedented: a special, lower 
tax bracket for partnerships, contractors 
and other “pass-through” businesses. And 
they’re doing so with only the vaguest of 
ideas how the proposal will affect the 
country’s most famous pass-through busi¬ 
ness owner: Donald Trump. 

That’s because Trump has disclosed his 
holdings but not his tax returns. Although 
we know he has a stake in hundreds of 
pass-through businesses through the Don¬ 
ald J. Trump Revocable Trust, we don’t 
know how those businesses are organized 
for tax purposes, or what techniques the 
companies might be using to minimize 
their taxes — and Trump’s. So it’s impos¬ 
sible to tell exactly how much more or less 
in taxes he’d have to pay under the plans 
being proposed in Congress. 

Actually, we know enough to say that 
he wouldn’t have to pay more. Trump de¬ 
clared that he’d be a “big loser” under the 
measure — that is, before he called on law¬ 
makers to cut the top individual tax rate 
from 39.5 percent to 35 percent. But that’s 
almost certainly false. Congress’ analysis 
of the tax bill’s effects shows that it would 
deliver the biggest benefits to those on the 
penthouse floor of the U.S. economy. 

But creating a lower top rate for pass¬ 
through businesses could provide an even 
bigger boost to Trump than the bill’s other 
perks for the wealthy, such as the elimina¬ 
tion of the alternative minimum tax. The 
pass-through provision would slash the 
taxes he pays on at least a portion, and po¬ 
tentially most, of his income to 25 percent. 


Cornyn dug in on Harvey funds 

Houston Chronicle 

Everyone knows the Bible story of Noah 
and his ark. Ancient Sumerians had a simi¬ 
lar saga with the Epic of Gilgamesh. 

In humanity’s great tales, floods have a 
way of summoning the greatest among us. 

Here in Houston, the flood of 1935 deliv¬ 
ered the leadership of Rep. Albert Thomas, 
who spent 30 years in Washington promot¬ 
ing everything from funding flood control 
and the Houston Ship Channel to building 
the Johnson Space Center. 

Now we wait for a modern leader to rise 
out of Harvey’s waters. Who would have 
thought it would be Sen. John Cornyn? 

Neither firebrand nor maverick, Cornyn 
has always been more of a steady hand 
and company man — a loyal member of 
the Republican Party. But, even while he 
serves as the second-ranking Republican 
in the Senate, Cornyn has bravely decided 
to buck his party and put a hold on a key 
Trump administration appointee, Russell 
Vought. It’s all part of a legislative gambit 
to grab Washington by the lapels and force 
the administration to deliver on promised 
hurricane recovery funds. 

You would think Cornyn could find uni¬ 
versal support. Instead he’s endured at¬ 
tacks from powerful right-wing interest 
groups. 

Michael Quinn Sullivan, of Empower 
Texans, has lambasted Cornyn on Twitter 
for “taking a conservative hostage until he 
gets cash for Texas.” 

Noah Wall, vice president of advocacy 
at tea party group FreedomWorks, has 
said that, “Sen. John Cornyn is putting his 
earmarks before the fiscally conservative 
Trump nominee.” 

Those so-called earmarks represent 
Houston’s birthright. It was federal dol¬ 
lars that helped build our reservoirs and 
flood infrastructure and allowed Houston 
to grow into a 20th-century boomtown 
without fear of another 1935 flood. We will 
again need similar support to protect our 
city from the next Memorial Day flood. 
Tax Day flood or Hurricane Harvey. 

Congress has approved billions in 
FEMA dollars and emergency relief and 
tax breaks in the wake of Harvey, but 
Houston needs more. A third reservoir 
can’t be built from home buyouts. Tax cuts 
won’t pay for coastal storm-surge protec¬ 
tion. Bayou infrastructure projects aren’t 
funded by small business loans. 

That’s why Gov. Greg Abbott has pro¬ 
posed a $61 billion package to prepare 
Texas for the next big flood — “future- 
proof,” he calls it. The Trump administra¬ 
tion has promised to promote a new Harvey 
bill sometime soon. Cornyn shouldn’t drop 
his hold unless the proposal includes every 
last cent that Abbott has requested. 

Ask Sullivan or Wall, however, and 
they’ll say that filling some obscure posi¬ 
tion in the Office of Management and Bud¬ 
get takes precedence over protecting the 
fourth-largest city in the United States. 
Your mucked home, your ruined car, your 
child’s school, the entire city of Houston 
represents nothing more than an inconve¬ 
nient expenditure. Perhaps Sullivan would 
have a different attitude if he had to rely on 
the East Houston Regional Medical Center, 
forced to close after Harvey, for his health 
care. Maybe Wall would understand the 
need for hurricane recovery if he joined in 
prayer alongside the congregants at Beth 
Yeshurun or United Orthodox Synagogue, 
who have seen their holiest chambers ru¬ 
ined by overflowing bayous. 

No. Lobbyists worship at the altar of 
power, and Houston’s future must be sacri¬ 
ficed for the sake of their political agenda. 

Epochal floods may have summoned the 
greatest, but they also served as a harbin¬ 
ger of demise. Zeus closed the Bronze Age 
with a deluge. Waters halted the time of gi¬ 
ants in Beowolf. 

The 1900 Hurricane cut short Galves¬ 
ton’s reign as the Queen City of the Gulf 

Will Harvey serve as Houston’s moment 
for heroes, or the beginning of the end? 
Only Congress can answer that question. 
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DOWN 

1 Nasser’s 
successor 

2 Steinway 
product 

3 Fess up 

4 Fiddlesticks 

5 East 

6 Sal of baseball 

7 Privy to 

8 Up-to-date 

9 Taxi 

10 From — Z 

11 Boston team, 
for short 

17 Sprint 
21 Rebuffs 

23 Hit the books 

24 Recede 
25Texter’s chuckle 
26 Chopping tool 
28 Equi- 


30 “Exodus” hero 

31 Muck’s raftmate 

32 Expert 

33 Composer 
Rorem 

36 Picture 

of health? 

37 Take testimony 
from 

40 Traffic light 
color 

42 Run off to marry 

43 Trumpeter 
Armstrong 

44 Sweat outlets 

45 Helen’s home 

46 Skater’s leap 

48 Vegas lead-in 

49 Ref 

50 Noon, on a 
sundial 

51 Dad’s bro 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


ACROSS 

1 Hotel amenity 
4 Short ’do 
7 Early Peruvians 

12 Succor 

13 Mouths (Lat.) 

14 “Swell!” 

15 River blocker 

16 Planter on a sill 

18 Blackbird 

19 Auto style 

20 Youngsters 

22 Refusals 

23 Actress Ward 
27 Petty peeve 
29 Chapeau holder 
31 Two-faced god 

34 Moscow money 

35 Fridge forerunner 

37 Carried out 

38 Prescriptions, 
for short 

39 “Norma —” 

41 Puppy’s cry 
45 Florida city 

47 Brit’s restroom 

48 High-end 
stadium 
seating area 

52 “— Town” 

53 Acid in proteins 

54 Jargon 
suffix 

55 Diner dessert 

56 Piquant 

57 Seminary subj. 

58 Curved letter 

11-17 CRYPTOQUIP 

P EPJKTTB W M S KAMOJZ 

SM ZQTQSPJW SXMHQ 

H O N Q A E T O M O H PSQIH E A M I 

IB TPHS. MIPHHPMJ 

KGGMINTPHXQZ! 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I AM REALLY GOOD 
WITH DIFFERENT SEWING MACHINES. I CAN 
TELL YOU ALL THE SHUTTLE DISTINCTIONS. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals D 
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ACROSS 

1 Happy hour 
venue 

4 Rain-delay cover 
8 Grate 

12 Mil. morale 
booster 

13 Others (Lat.) 

14 Jazzy Fitzgerald 

15 Carnival city 

16 Italy’s silhouette 

17 Tennis great 
Lendl 

18 Essential thing 

21 Speck 

22 Pallid 

23 World record? 

26 Garfield, 
for one 

27 Existed 

30 Prudish 

31 Kid’s question 

32 Shock 

33 Abysmal 

34 Scot’s refusal 

35 Jabbed 

36 Game official 

37 Snoop 

38 “Ditto” 

45 Geometric 
calculation 

46 Clay-rich soil 

47 “Top Gun” target 

48 Feeder filler 

49 Differently 

50 Texter’s “Wow!” 

51 Sacred 


52 Winter coaster 

53 Lock opener 

DOWN 

1 Scorch 

2 China setting 

3 Leeway 

4 Forbidden acts 

5 Soaring 

6 Laugh-a-minute 

7 Well-worn trail 

8 Period of rule 

9 Edison’s 
middle name 

10 Bridge coup 

11 Glazier’s sheet 

19 Dutch cheese 

20 “Dig in!” 

23 LAPD alert 

24 La-la lead-in 

25 Cover 


27 Stir-fry pan 

28 Hearty quaff 

29 Norm (Abbr.) 

31 Breakfast 
orders 

32 Pleasures 

34 “The Matrix” 
character 

35 Program for 
future docs 

36 Prepared 

37 Stage 

38 Pulverize 
potatoes 

39 Black-and- 
white cookie 

40 Stagger 

41 Bridge fee 

42 Cut of control 

43 Charades 
player 

44 Like custard 


26 “Evita” narrator 
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11-18 CRYPTOQUIP 


UPBVOPJ SJSAPBHNU BCPB HF 

CNIS BN BCS YNOJX’F INFB 

CPOFC YSPBCSO LNUXHBHNUF: 

INVUB FSASOSFB. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I FINALLY GOT 
AROUND TO DELETING THOSE SUPERFLUOUS 
ITEMS FROM MY LIST. OMISSION 
ACCOMPLISHED! 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: A equals V 
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Millions don't know 
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An exclusive offer only 
available at your main 
store Exchange and at 
shopmyexchangexom. 


4K 55 " 


/ Sale starts \ 

I 

November 24,2017 
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SAMSUNG 

*399 


MSRP $999 
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4K SMART TV, SS**. 
4UN55MU6071 

• Motion Rate 120 

• 3480x2160 Resolution 
. HDR PRO 

• 3 HDMI Inputs 

• 2 USB Ports 

• Smart Hub* 

8678311 
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YOUR HOLIDAY BILL IS ON US SWEEPSTAKES! _ 


M, anz you'l aulomaticalty be entered to win! 


SECOND PRIZE 
$ 1,000 
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$500 
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Romerstrasse 1-69115 Heidelberg • 06221-6516090 
www.heidelbergdentistry.com • info@heidelbergdentistry.com 

Charles-Lindbergh-Str. 11 -71034 Boblingen - 07031-2056062 
info@boeblingendental.com - www.boebiingendental.com 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 
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CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see thic rf 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 
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SCAM 

FADS 
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buyers with classifieds 
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Be aware of the common 
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adoption. 


SELLER BEWARE 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms ofthe 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College basketball 


Wednesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Binghamton 77, Penn 72 
Canisius 71, St. Bonaventure 69 
Castleton 86, Elms 44 
Clarion 74, Wilmington (Del.) 69 
Harvard 75, Siena 67 
Mass.-Lowell 77, Columbia 70 
NYU 68, Stevens Tech 65 
New Hampshire 72, Boston U. 57 
Sacred Heart 65, Manhattan 61 
Saint Joseph’s 77, Bucknell 53 
Vermont 75, Norwich 31 
SOUTH 

Alabama A&M 70, Evansville 55 
Alcorn St. 81, LeMoyne-Owen 54 
Belmont 74, Fort Wayne 42 
Berea 68, Asbury 54 
Butler 88, Murray St. 59 
Carson-Newman 80, King (Tenn.) 52 
E. Kentucky 62, W. Carolina 59 
ETSU 70, Appalachian St. 57 
Florida Gulf Coast 88, FlU 52 
Furman 65, Davidson 62 
Georgia Tech 86, Kennesaw St. 48 
Jacksonville St. 93, Stillman 38 
Lee 96, Life 38 

Morehead St. 120, Brescia 41 
NC State 87, UNC Asheville 55 
Northwestern St. 62, LSU-Shreveport 42 
Penn St. 80, Marshall 65 
Presbyterian 80, SC-Upstate 69 
Queens (NC) 80, Lees-McRae 68 
Randoph 72, Meredith 55 
Rhodes 76, Emory 64 
Stetson 78, Chattanooga 67 
Tennessee 89, James Madison 60 
UAB 85, Miles 42 

UNC Wilmington 66, East Carolina 62 
Wake Forest 85, Richmond 81 
Winthrop 94, NC Wesleyan 50 
MIDWEST 
Adrian 89, Marietta 84 
Aurora 74, Beloit 57 
Ball St. 84, Lipscomb 46 
Bradley 88, Lincoln (Pa.) 44 
Cincinnati 82, SE Louisiana 43 
Concordia (Mich.) 78, Siena Heights 64 
Concordia (Moor.) 58, Minn.-Morris 53 
Cornerstone 70, Calvin 59 
Crown (Minn.) 69, Hamline 65 
Dominican (III.) 79, Mount Mary 34 
Edgewood 78, Illinois Tech 54 
Green Bay 67, Wisconsin 34 
Illinois 66, Chicago St. 56 
Illinois St. 49, N. Kentucky 37 
Iowa 105, N. Illinois 80 
Kansas 72, Texas Southern 37 
Lakeland 78, Finlandia 59 
Missouri St. 62, Cent. Missouri 34 
Ohio St. 99, Idaho 56 
Purdue 75, Miami (Ohio) 66 
S. Dakota St. 66, North Dakota 52 
Saint Catherine 69, Northwestern 
(Minn.) 51 

Silver Lake 58, Northland 56 
St. Mary’s (Minn.) 61, Martin Luther 60 
St. Scholastica 69, St. Olaf 63 
W. Michigan 65, Loyola of Chicago 47 
Waldorf 83, Bethany Lutheran 61 
Wis.-River Falls 58, Carleton 52 
Wis.-Stevens Pt. 67, Alverno 35 
Wis.-Superior 66, Augsburg 55 
SOUTHWEST 

Houston Baptist 88, LeTourneau 43 
Texas 100, McNeese St. 34 
Texas St. 74, Incarnate Word 33 
Texas Tech 82, Florida A&M 63 
Texas-Arlington 69, UTSA 68 
Tulsa 74, UALR 61 

FAR WEST 

Arizona St. 81, Fresno St. 49 
Colorado 76, FAU 69 
Montana St. 66, Providence 31 
N. Colorado 58, LSU 50 
New Mexico 107, N. New Mexico 66 
Oregon St. 98, Utah Valley 41 
Pacific 123, UC Merced 59 
Pepperdine 77, Nevada 72 
Washington 80, BYU 72 
Washington St. 74, San Francisco 70 


Wednesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Acquired INF 
Ryon Healy from Oakland for RHP Emilio 
Pagan and SS Alexander Campos. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Acquired OF Hunt¬ 
er Cole from San Francisco to complete 
an earlier trade and assigned him to 
Round Rock (PCL). 

National League 

NEW YORK METS - Named Gary DiS- 
arcina bench coach; Dave Eiland pitching 
coach; Pat Roessler hitting coach; Ruben 
Amaro Jr. first base coach and outfielder 
instructor; and Tom Slater assistant hit¬ 
ting coach. Announced Glenn Sherlock 
will return as the third base coach and 
catching instructor; and Ricky Bones will 
return as the bullpen coach. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Named 
Henry Blanco bullpen coach. Announced 
the resignation of senior director of com¬ 
munications Amanda Comak. 


College football 


Wednesday’s scores 

MIDWEST 

E. Michigan 27, Miami (Ohio) 24 
N. Illinois 35, W. Michigan 31 
Toledo 66, Bowling Green 37 

Schedule 

Friday, Nov. 17 
SOUTH 

Middle Tenn. (5-5) at W. Kent. (5-5) 

FAR WEST 

UNLV (4-6) at New Mexico (3-7) 

Saturd^^ Nov. 18 

Duquesne (7-3) at Bryant (5-5) 

Robert Morris (2-8) at CCSU (7-3) 
Stony Brook (8-2) at Maine (4-5) 
Wagner (3-7) at Sacred Heart (4-6) 
UCF (9-0) at Temple (5-5) 

Texas (5-5) at West Virginia (7-3) 
Lafayette (3-7) at LehigTi W-6) 

Harvard (5-4) at Yale (8-1) 

New Hampshire (7-3) at Albany (NY) (3-6) 
Brown (2-7) at Columbia (7-2) 

Bucknell (5-5) at Fordham (3-7) 
Colgate (6-4) at Georgetown (1-9) 
Delaware (7-3) at Villanova (4-6) 
Princeton (5-4) at Dartmouth (7-2) 
Cornell (3-6) at Penn (5-4) 

Rhode Island (4-6) at Towson (4-6) 
Nebraska (4-6) at Penn St. (8-2) 

UConn (3-7) at Boston College (5-5) at 
Fenway Park 

SOUTH 

Mercer (5-5) at Alabama (10-0) 
Louisiana-Monroe (4-5) at Auburn (8-2) 
Liberty (6-4) at Charleston Southern (5-5) 
Cincinnati (3-7) at East Carolina (2-8) 
James Madison (10-0) at Elon (8-2) 
Delaware St. (2-8) at Florida St. (3-6) 
SMU (6-4) at Memphis (8-1) 

Virginia (6-4) at Miami (9-0) 

The Citadel (5-5) at Clemson (9-1) 
Pittsburgh (4-6) at Virginia Tech (7-3) 
St. Francis (Pa.) (5-5) at E. Kentucky (3-7) 
Howard (7-3) at Hampton (5-5) 
Davidson (2-8) at Morehead St. (3-7) 
Norfolk St. (3-7) at Morgan St. (1-9) 

NC Central (7-3) at NC A&T (10-0) 
Gardner-Webb (1-9) at Presbyterian (3-7) 
SC State (3-6) at Savannah St. (2-8) 
Kentucky St. (0-0) at Alabama A&M (3-7) 
ETSU (4-6) at Chattanooga (2-8) 
Bethune-Cookman (6-4) vs. Florida 
A&M (3-7) at Orlando, Fla. 

Monmouth (NJ) (9-1) at Kennesaw St. 
(9-1) 

Alabama St. (3-7) at MVSU (2-8) 

Rice (1-9) at Old Dominion (4-6) 

UT Martin (5-5) at Tennessee Tech (1-9) 

S. Alabama (4-6) at Ga. Southern (0-9) 
Alcorn St. (7-3) at Jackson St. (2-8) 

W. Carolina (7-4) at North Carolina (2-8) 
William & Mary (2-8) at Richmond (5-5) 
Furman (7-3) at Samford (7-3) 
Charlotte (1-9) at Southern Miss. (6-4) 
Georgia Tech (5-4) at Duke (4-6) 
Kentucky (7-3) at Georgia (9-1) 
Syracuse (4-6) at Louisville (6-4) 

UAB (7-3) at Florida (3-6) 

Stephen F. Austin (4-6) at Northwest¬ 
ern St. (3-7) 

Wofford (9-1) at South Carolina (7-3) 
Houston (6-3) at Tulane (4-6) 

E. Illinois (6-4) at Austin Peay (7-4) 
New Mexico St. (4-5) at Louisiana-La- 
fayette (4-5) 

FlU (6-3) at FAU (7-3) 

Texas A&M (6-4) at Mississippi (5-5) 
LSU (7-3) at Tennessee (4-6) 

Missouri (5-5) at Vanderbilt (4-6) 

NC State (7-3) at Wake Forest (6-4) 


Pro football 


Rutgers (4-6) at Indiana (4-6) 
Minnesota (5-5) at Northwestern (7-3) 
Michigan (8-2) at Wisconsin (10-0) 
Missouri St. (3-7) at Youngstown St. (5-5) 
N. Dakota St. (9-1) at Illinois St. (6-4) 
Jacksonville (7-3) at Drake (6-4) 
Murray St. (3-7) at SE Missouri (2-8) 
Dayton (5-5) at Valparaiso (5-5) 

S. Illinois (4-6) at W. Illinois (7-3) 

S. Dakota St. (8-2) at South Dakota (7-3) 
Purdue (4-6) at Iowa (6-4) 

Oklahoma (9-1) at Kansas (1-9) 

Navy (6-3) at Notre Dame (8-2) 

Illinois (2-8) at Ohio St. (8-2) 

Maryland (4-6) at Michigan St. (7-3) 
Indiana St. (0-10) at N. Iowa (6-4) 
SOUTHWEST 

Mississippi St. (7-3) at Arkansas (4-6) 
TCU (8-2) at Texas Tech (5-5) 

Houston Baptist (1-9) at Sam Houston 
St. (9-1) 

Iowa St. (6-4) at Baylor (1-9) 

Texas St. (2-8) at Arkansas St. (5-3) 
Louisiana Tech (4-6) at UTEP (0-10) 
Texas Southern (1-8) at Ark.-Pine Bluff 
(2-8) 

Kansas St. (5-5) at Oklahoma St. (8-2) 


BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Assigned G-F 
Nicolas Brussino and C Miles Plumlee to 
Erie (NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Signed LB 
Hardy Nickerson to the practice squad. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Signed LB 
Deon King from the practice squad. 
Signed RB Josh Rounds to the practice 
squad. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Signed LB Deion- 
trez Mount. Signed TE Brian Parker and 
WR Tim Patrick to the practice squad. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Signed 
CB Senquez Golson to the practice 
squad. Re-signed WR Freddie Martino to 
the practice squad. Released DE Patrick 
Gamble and CB David Rivers from the 
practice squad. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Signed LB 
Zach Vigil. Signed RB LeShun Daniels and 
S Orion Stewart to the practice squad. 


Abilene Christian (2-8) at Cent. Arkan¬ 
sas (9-1) 

Army (8-2) at North Texas (7-3) 
McNeese St. (8-2) at Lamar (2-8) 
Marshall (7-3) at UTSA (5-4) 

FAR WEST 

Cal Poly (1-9) at N. Colorado (2-7) 
Montana (7-3) at Montana St. (4-6) 
Fresno St. (7-3) at Wyoming (7-3) 
UMass (3-7) at BYU (3-8) 

Arizona St. (5-5) at Oregon St. (1-9) 
Hawaii (3-7) at Utah St. (5-5) 

San Jose St. (1-10) at Colorado St. (6-5) 
Idaho St. (4-6) at Weber St. (8-2) 

N. Arizona (7-3) at S. Utah (8-2) 
Coastal Carolina (1-9) at Idaho (3-6) 
UC Davis (5-5) at Sacramento St. (6-4) 
Marist (4-6) at San Diego (8-2) 

Portland St. (0-10) at E. Washington (6-4) 
Arizona (7-3) at Oregon (5-5) 

UCLA (5-5) at Southern Cal (9-2) 
California (5-5) at Stanford (7-3) 

Air Force (4-6) at Boise St. (8-2) 
Nevada (2-8) at San Diego St. (8-2) 
Utah (5-5) at Washington (8-2) 

NCAA Division II playoffs 

First Round 
Saturday, Nov. 18 

West Chester (8-3) at Shippensburg 
( 10 - 1 ) 

Delta St. (8-3) at Bowie State (9-1) 
Ouachita Baptist (9-2) at Ferris State 
(9-1) 

Findlay (9-2) at Shepherd (10-0) 

West Georgia (8-3) at Virginia State (9-0) 
Northwest Missouri State (9-2) at Ash¬ 
land (10-1) 

California (Pa.) (9-2) at Assumption (9-1) 
West Florida (7-3) at Wingate (9-1) 
Harding (8-3) at Indianapolis (11-0) 
Colorado St.-Pueblo (9-2) at Minne¬ 
sota State (11-0) 

Texas A&M-Commerce (9-1) at Wino¬ 
na State (10-1) 

Sioux Falls (9-2) at Midwestern State 
(9-0) 

Second Round 
Saturday, Nov. 25 

Westchester-Shippensburg winner at 
Indiana (Pa.) (10-0) 

Findlay-Shepherd winner vs. Califor¬ 
nia (Pa.)-Assumption winner 

Delta St.-Bowie State winner at West 
Alabama (9-2) 

West Georgia-Virginia State winner 
vs. West Florida-Wingate winner 

Ouachita Baptist-Ferris State winner 
vs. Fort Hays State (11-0) 

Harding-Indianapolis winner vs. NW 
Missouri State-Ashland winner 

Texas A&M-Commerce-Winona State 
winner at Central Washington (11-0) 


NCAA Division III playoffs 

First Round 
Saturday, Nov. 18 

Monmouth (III.) (9-1) at Trine (10-0) 
Wash. & Lee (8-2) at Mount Union (10-0) 
Johns Hopkins (9-1) at Washington & 
Jefferson (10-0) 

Huntingdon (9-1) at Berry (10-0) 
Western New England (8-2) at Dela¬ 
ware Valley (10-0) 

Plymouth State (9-1) at Brockport (10-0) 
RPI (8-2) at Wesley (9-1) 

Husson (9-1) at Springfield (10-0) 
Frostburg State (9-1) at Wittenberg (10-0) 
Lakeland (8-2) at Wisc.-Oshkosh (9-0) 
St. John’s (Minn.) (9-1) at North Cen¬ 
tral (9-1) 

Franklin (8-2) at Wartburg (10-0) 

Case Western (10-0) at Illinois Wes¬ 
leyan (9-1) 

Chapman (6-2) at Mary Hardin-Baylor 
(10-0) 

Eureka (8-2) at St. Thomas (Minn.) (9-1) 
Hardin-Simmons (9-1) at Linfield (8-1) 

NAIA playoffs 

First Round 
Saturday, Nov. 18 

Benedictine (Kan.) (9-2) at Saint Fran¬ 
cis (Ind.) (10-0) 

Sterling (9-2) at Morningside (Iowa) 
( 11 - 0 ) 

Concordia (Mich.) (9-1) at Reinhardt (9-0) 
Southeastern (Fla.) (8-1) at Lindsey 
Wilson (10-0) 

Grand View (9-2) at Saint Xavier (9-1) 
Georgetown (Ky.) (8-1) at Baker (10-1) 
Northwestern (Iowa) (9-1) at Langston 
(10-0) 

Dickinson State (9-1) at Southern Or¬ 
egon (10-0) 


NHL - Fined Buffalo Sabres D Marco 
Scandella $5,000 for a two-handed slash 
on Pittsburgh Penguins F Patric Horn- 
qvist. 

CALGARY FLAMES - Recalled G Jon 
Gillies from Stockton (AHL). 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Recalled 
F Vladislav Kamenev from San Antonio 
(AHL). Reassigned Fs A.J. Greer and Roc- 
co Grimaldi to San Antonio. 

DALLAS STARS — Reassigned F Jason 
Dickinson to Texas (AHL). 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Activated F 
Michael McLeod from injured reserve 
and assigned him to Mississauga (OHL). 
Placed D Mirco Mueller on injured re¬ 
serve, retroactive to Nov. 12. 

SOCCER 

National Women’s Soccer League 

SKY BLUE FC - Named Denise Reddy 
coach. 

COLLEGE 

WASHINGTON - Suspended LB Azeem 
Victor indefinitely. 


NFL injury report 

NEW YORK - The National Football 
League injury report, as provided by the 
league (OUT; definitely will not play; 
DNP: did not practice; LIMITED; limited 
participation; FULL: Full participation): 

ARIZONA CARDINALS at HOUSTON 
TEXANS - CARDINALS: DNP: LB Kar- 
los Dansby (not injury related), DT Co¬ 
rey Peters (ankle); LIMITED: WR John 
Brown (back), C A.O. Shipley (shoulder), 
QB Drew Stanton (knee), T John Wetzel 
ODack); FULL: WR Brittan Golden (groin), 
DT Frostee Rucker (toe, thumb). TEXANS: 
DNP: LB Dylan Cole (hamstring), T Julien 
Davenport (shoulder), WR Will Fuller 
(ribs); LIMITED: G Jeff Allen (hand), T 
Chris Clark (shoulder), LB Jadeveon 
Clowney (knee), DE Joel Heath (knee), CB 
Kareem Jackson (shoulder), CB Johna¬ 
than Joseph (knee); FULL: DT Brandon 
Dunn (shoulder), WR Bruce Ellington 
(ribs), LB Ben Heeney (elbow), LB Jelani 
Jenkins (hand), C Greg Mancz (knee), QB 
Tom Savage (right shoulder), LB Brennan 
Scarlett (knee). 

BALTIMORE RAVENS at GREEN BAY 
PACKERS - RAVENS: DNP: CB Jimmy 
Smith (achilles); LIMITED: T Ronnie Stan¬ 
ley (concussion); FULL: TE Nick Boyle 
(toe), WR Michael Campanaro (shoul¬ 
der), S Chuck Clark (thigh), RB Terrance 
West (calf), LB Tim Williams (thigh). 
PACKERS: DNP; T Bryan Bulaga (knee), S 
Morgan Burnett (groin), RB Aaron Jones 
(knee), RB Ty Montgomery (ribs); LIM¬ 
ITED: LB Ahmad Brooks (back), CB Kevin 
King (shoulder), G Justin McCray (ankle), 
LB Nick Perry (foot); FULL: DT Quinton 
Dial (chest), QB Brett Hundley (ham¬ 
string), LB Joe Thomas (ankle). 

BUFFALO BILLS at LOS ANGELES CHAR¬ 
GERS - BILLS: DNP: LB Lorenzo Alexan¬ 
der (not injury related), TE Charles Clay 
(knee), T Cordy Glenn (foot, ankle), DE 
Jerry Hughes (shin, calf), RB LeSean Mc¬ 
Coy (not injury related), RB Mike Tolbert 
(hamstring), DT Kyle Williams (not injury 
related): LIMITED: CB E.J. Gaines (ham¬ 
string), WR Jordan Matthews (knee); 
FULL: WR Zay Jones (ankle). CHARGERS: 
Practice Not Complete. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS at DENVER 
BRONCOS - BENGALS: DNP: CB William 
Jackson (toe), CB Adam Jones (concus¬ 
sion), WR Brandon LaFell (knee), DT Pat 
Sims (calf), DE Chris Smith (ankle); LIM¬ 
ITED: DE Michael Johnson (illness), LB 
Kevin Minter (elbow), S Shawn Williams 
(hamstring). BRONCOS: DNP; RB Jamaal 
Charles (not injury related), TE A.J. Derby 
(shoulder), TE Jeff Heuerman (knee), DT 
Domata Peko (not injury related), CB Aqib 
Talib (not injury related); LIMITED: WR 
Cody Latimer (knee, achilles), QB Brock 
Osweiler (right shoulder), T Donald Ste¬ 
phenson (calf), WR Demaryius Thomas 
(knee); FULL: LB Todd Davis (ankle), WR 
Bennie Fowler (ankle), DE Adam Gotsis 
(hamstring), G Ronald Leary (elbow), LB 
Brandon Marshall (shoulder), LB Shane 
Ray (wrist). 

DETROIT LIONS at CHICAGO BEARS 
- LIONS: DNP: DE Ezekiel Ansah (back), 
RB Dwayne Washington (hip); LIMITED: S 
Don Carey (knee), LB Jalen Reeves-May- 
bin (ankle); FULL: G T.J. Lang (concus¬ 
sion). BEARS: DNP: CB Bryce Callahan 
(knee), TE Dion Sims (illness), LB Danny 
Trevathan (calf); LIMITED: LB Sam Acho 
(shoulder), T Tom Compton (ankle), G 
Kyle Long (finger), CB Sherrick McManis 
(hamstring), DE Roy Robertson-Harris 
(hamstring). 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS at CLEVE¬ 
LAND BROWNS - JAGUARS: DNP: LB Blair 


Brown (hamstring), WR Allen Hums (an¬ 
kle), WR Marqise Lee (knee), G Patrick 
Omameh (quadricep), T Jermey Parnell 
(knee), DE Dawuane Smoot (knee); LIM¬ 
ITED: WR Arrelious Benn (knee), RB Leon¬ 
ard Fournette (ankle), TE Marcedes Lew¬ 
is (knee), LB Lerentee McCray (ankle); 
FULL: QB Blake Bortles (right wrist, ill¬ 
ness), CB Jalen Ramsey (back). BROWNS: 
DNP: T Shon Coleman (concussion), C 
J.C. Tretter (shoulder, knee): LIMITED: 
WR Kenny Britt (knee), RB Isaiah Crow¬ 
ell (shoulder), QB DeShone Kizer (ribs); 
FULL: RB Duke Johnson (shoulder), DT 
Larry Ogunjobi (groin), TE Randall Telfer 
(eye, knee). 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS at NEW YORK 
GIANTS - CHIEFS: DNP: DE Allen Bailey 
(knee), LB Dee Ford (back), LB Tamba Hali 
(knee), WR Albert Wilson (hamstring); 
FULL: TE Demetrius Harris (shoulder), 
DT Bennie Logan (knee), C Mitch Morse 
(foot). GIANTS: DNP: LB B.J. Goodson (an¬ 
kle), DT Damon Harrison (ankle), G Justin 


Kie.;, ui oamuri narnsuii (.aiiKie;, jubuii 
Pugh (back), LB Kelvin Sheppard (groin); 
LIMITED: CB Donte Deayon (ankle), G D.J. 
Fluker (knee), LB Devon Kennard (quad¬ 
ricep), LB Calvin Munson (quadricep), DE 
Jason Pierre-Paul (knee), DT Dalvin Tom¬ 
linson (ankle). 

LOS ANGELES RAMS at MINNESOTA VI¬ 
KINGS — RAMS: Practice Not Complete. 
VIKINGS: DNP: S Andrew Sendejo (groin, 
hamstring); LIMITED: DE Everson Griffen 
(foot), S Anthony Harris (hamstring), T 
Mike Remmers (concussion), G Jeremiah 
Sirles (knee); FULL: DE Stephen Weath¬ 
erly (knee). 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS at OAKLAND 
RAIDERS - PATRIOTS: Practice Not Com¬ 
plete. RAIDERS: Practice Not Complete. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS at MIAMI 
DOLPHINS - BUCCANEERS: DNP: DE Wil¬ 
liam Gholston (neck), CB Vernon Harg¬ 
reaves (hamstring), QB Jameis Winston 
(right shoulder); LIMITED: DE Robert Ay¬ 
ers (ankle, calf), T Demar Dotson (ham¬ 
string), DT Gerald McCoy (shoulder, 
back), T Donovan Smith (knee), G J.R. 
Sweezy (knee); FULL: CB Robert McClain 
(hamstring). DOLPHINS: DNP: DE William 
Hayes (knee), RB Senorise Perry (knee), 
DT Ndamukong Suh (knee): LIMITED: WR 
Jarvis Landry (chest), CB Bobby McCain 
(hamstring), S Michael Thomas (knee). 
FULL: G Jermon Bushrod (shoulder), LB 
Mike Hull (shoulder, ankle), S Reshad 
Jones (groin, shoulder). 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS at NEW OR¬ 
LEANS SAINTS - REDSKINS: DNP: WR 
Jamison Crowder (not injury related), 
TE Jordan Reed (hamstring), T Trent Wil¬ 
liams (knee); LIMITED: LB Zach Brown 
(achilles), T T.J. Clemmings (ankle), WR 
Ryan Grant (concussion), S DeAngelo 
Hall (knee), DE Matt loannidis (hand), DE 
Anthony Lanier (knee), G Shawn Lauvao 
(stinger), C Spencer Long (knee, knee), 
S Montae Nicholson (shoulder), TE Niles 
Paul (concussion), WR Brian Quick (con¬ 
cussion), G Brandon Scherff (knee); 
FULL: CB Bashaud Breeland (shoulder), S 
Deshazor Everett (eye), T Morgan Moses 
(ankle, ankle). SAINTS: DNP: LB A.J. Klein 
(ankle); LIMITED: TTerron Armstead (not 
injury related), CB De’Vante Harris (ham¬ 
string), S Kenny Vaccaro (groin). 

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES at DALLAS 
COWBOYS - EAGLES: FULL: CB Ronald 
Darby (ankle), TE Zach Ertz (hamstring), 
S Jaylen Watkins (hamstring). COWBOYS: 
DNP: K Dan Bailey (right groin), WR Dez 
Bryant (knee), S Jeff Heath (concussion), 
LB Sean Lee (hamstring), T Tyron Smith 
(back, groin); LIMITED: DT Maliek Collins 
(foot), TE Geoff Swaim (knee); FULL: CB 
Chidobe Awuzie (hamstring). 


MLS playoffs 

Knockout Round 
Eastern Conference 

New York 4, Chicago 0 
Columbus 0, Atlanta 0, Columbus ad¬ 
vanced on 3-1 penalty kicks 

Western Conference 

Vancouver 5, San Jose 0 

Houston 1, Sporting Kansas City 0, OT 

Conference Semifinals 
Home-and-home 
First leg 

Eastern Conference 

Toronto 2, New York 1 
Columbus 4, New York City FC 1 
Western Conference 
Vancouver 0, Seattle 0, tie 
Houston 0, Portland 0, tie 
Second leg 
Eastern Conference 
New York 1, Toronto 0; 2-2 aggregate; 
Toronto advanced on 1-0 away goals 


ATP Finals 


Purse: $8 million (Tour Final) 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Round Robin 

Group Pete Sampras 

Grigor Dimitrov (6), Bulgaria, def. Da¬ 
vid Goffin (7), Belgium, 6-0, 6-2. 

Dominic Thiem (4), Austria, def. Pablo 
Carreno Busta, Spain, 6-3, 3-6, 6-4. 

Standings: Dimitrov 2-0 (sets 4-1, 
games 30-17), Thiem 1-1 (3-3, 30-31), Gof¬ 
fin 1-1 (2-3, 21-29), Pablo Carreno Busta, 
Spain 0-1 (1-2, 13-15), x-Nadal 0-1 (1-2, 


New York City FC 2, Columbus 0, Co¬ 
lumbus advanced on 4-3 aggregate 
Western Conference 
Seattle 2, Vancouver 0, Seattle ad¬ 
vanced on 2-0 aggregate 

Portland 1, Houston 2, Houston ad¬ 
vanced on 2-1 aggregate 

Conference Championships 
Home-and-home 
Eastern Conference 

Tuesday, Nov. 21: Toronto at Colum¬ 


bus 


Second leg 
Wednesday, Nov. 29: Columbus at To- 

Western Conference 
First leg 

Tuesday, Nov. 21: Seattle at Houston 

Second leg 

Thursday, Nov. 30: Houston at Seattle 

MLS Cup 

Saturday, Dec. 9: at higher seed 


19). 


Spa 
17-1-,. 

Group Boris Becker 
Standings: Roger Federer 2-0 (4-1, 31- 
24), Alexander Zve - ' ’ '' ' 


t 1-1 (3-3, 29-32), 


Jack Sock 1-1 (2-3, 28-28), Marin Cilic 0-2 
(2-4, 29-33). 

x-injured. 

Doubles 

Group Woodbridge-Woodforde 

Lukasz Kubot, Poland, and Marcelo 
Melo (1), Brazil, def. Bob and Mike Bryan 
(5), United States, 6-4, 6-3. 

Jamie Murray, Britain, and Bruno 
Soares (4), Brazil, def. Ivan Dodig, Croa¬ 
tia, and Marcel Granollers (7), Spain, 6-1, 

Standings: Kubot-Melo 2-0 (4-0,25-17), 
B.Bryan-M.Bryan 1-1 (2-3, 21-24), Murray- 
Soares 1-1 (3-2, 24-16), Dodig-Granollers 
0-2 (0-4, 12-25). 

Group Eltingh-Haarhuis 

Standings: Ryan Harrison-Michael Ve¬ 
nus 2-0 (4-1, 26-21), Henri Kontinen-John 
Peers 1-1 (2-2,24-25), Pierre-Hugues Her- 
bert-Nicolas Mahut 1-1 (3-3, 20-25), Jean- 
Julien Rojer-Horia Tecau 0-2 (1-4, 24-23). 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODEA EUROPE 

ATHLETES OF THE YEAR 



Michael AaPAMs/Stars and Stripes 

Volleyball: Maya Hagander, Lakenheath 


Dan SrouTAMiRE/Stars and Stripes 

Football: Caleb Brown, Wiesbaden 


By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

Maya Hagander embodies all of the attri¬ 
butes of an elite volleyball player, even the 
ones that seem to contradict the others. 

Hagander is a star who can do just about 
everything on a court but is happy to stay 
out of the way when a teammate has a bet¬ 
ter play on a ball. 

She strives to “build everyone up” on her 
team in part by confronting and correcting 
mistakes. 

And on a team without formal captains, 
she is an unequivocal leader. 

Now, Hagander’s season ends with one 
last paradox. By meshing her talents seam¬ 
lessly within the system of a championship 
team, she has earned an individual award 
as the 2017 Stars and Stripes volleyball 
Athlete of the Year. 

The junior star of the DODEA Europe 
Division I champion Lakenheath Lancers 
has developed a nuanced theory of leader¬ 
ship over her three-year career. 

“Leaders take different roles other than 
just being in charge,” Hagander said. 

After two years of rising stardom in 
DODEA Europe volleyball circles, Hagan¬ 
der was ready to take on the role of a leader 
this fall for a Lancers team that was clearly 
ready for its title shot. 

“I know every team needs one,” Hagan¬ 


der said. “So I try to be that for the girls.” 

For Hagander, leadership comes with 
responsibility. 

“You have to know everything that’s 
going on on the court,” she said. “If some¬ 
body asks you a question, you have to know 
the answer.” 

But it also demands restraint. 

“I definitely believe everybody takes 
care of their position,” Hagander said. 
“Take care of yourself, and trust that your 
teammates will take care of themselves, 
and everything works. 

“You have to have that trust between 
players.” 

The Lancers were wise to place their 
trust in Hagander as they eyed an elusive 
championship this fall. Hagander produced 
close to three kills and two aces per game 
in the regular season, and capped a stel¬ 
lar tournament with a series of key plays in 
the Lancers’ title-clinching sweep of two- 
time defending champion Stuttgart. 

After starting the year with what Hagan¬ 
der described as “uneasy confidence,” the 
decisive championship win was an unmiti¬ 
gated triumph for the Lancers, and the fas¬ 
cinating star that led them there. 

“Maya is an exceptional player who real¬ 
ly brought everything together this year,” 
Lakenheath coach Dennis Ullery said. 

That’s true in almost every way 
imaginable. 


By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

The Wiesbaden Warriors asked Caleb 
Brown to do a little bit of everything on the 
football field this year. 

That didn’t bother Brown at all. His re¬ 
sponse to the overwhelming workload was 
to try to add to it. 

“I just take it upon myself to do more 
than what’s expected of me,” Brown said. 

Brown, the 2017 Stars and Stripes foot¬ 
ball Athlete of the Year, did just that in a 
magnificent senior season. For everything 
the team asked of him. Brown did more. 

The Warriors asked Brown to play a 
central role in their offense. He responded 
by playing running back and quarterback, 
rushing for over 900 yards and eight touch¬ 
downs and throwing for 250 yards and four 
more touchdowns. 

The Warriors asked Brown to shut down 
opposing wide receivers. He responded 
by becoming what Wiesbaden coach Steve 
Jewell called a “lockdown corner” blanket¬ 
ing the best wideouts DODEA Europe had 
to offer. 

The Warriors asked Brown to be a dif¬ 
ference-maker on special teams. He re¬ 
sponded by averaging more than 25 yards 
per kick return. 


Finally, the Warriors asked Brown to 
exhibit senior leadership. He responded 
by excelling academically and taking the 
field with a contagious zeal for the game, 
finding joy in the competition from oppo¬ 
nents, the camaraderie of teammates, the 
support of friends, family and fans and the 
incomparable atmosphere of high school 
football games. 

“Just being out there with my team¬ 
mates. The sound of everything, all the 
fans cheering, walking up and down the 
sideline giving everybody dap, having ev¬ 
erybody smiling,” Brown said. “I just love 
football.” 

That may be the secret to how Brown 
succeeded under such a heavy workload. 
For Brown, representing his beloved Wi¬ 
esbaden High School on the football field 
didn’t really feel like work. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed it. My teammates, 
we had a really fun season,” Brown said. 
“No matter how much work we put in we 
were always having fun doing it. 

“It was really just an awesome, awesome 
experience to be able to be here.” 

The Warriors felt the same about their 
one-of-a-kind senior star. 

“He is the finest student-athlete I have 
had the privilege to coach,” Jewell said. 

broome.gregory@stripes.com 
Twitter: @broomestripes 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODEA PACIFIC 

BOYS BASKETBALL PREVIEW 


Getting Metcalf might be 
last piece for Humphreys 



Dave ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes 


Kadena senior Kainon Hazzard drives against teammate Owen Sinning. 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

Coach Ron Merriwether said 
he could not have asked for a bet¬ 
ter move-in than having Quin- 
tin Metcalf transfer from Seoul 
American to his Humphreys boys 
basketball team. 

The 6-foot-8 junior center av¬ 
eraged 27.4 points, 17.1 rebounds 
and 3.4 blocks in leading the 
Falcons to the Far East Division 

I Tournament title and earning 
Most Valuable Player honors last 
February. 

“The addition of Metcalf is by 
far the biggest acquisition Pacif¬ 
ic-wide,” Merriwether said. 

And it might mean bigger 
things for a Humphreys team that 
has just missed the last two years 
on the biggest of stages. 

After winning the Korea Blue 
division regular-season titles in 
2016 and 2017, the Blackhawks 
came up short in both the Korea 
postseason and Far East Division 

II Tournaments, second in 2016 
and third in 2017. 

Merriwether says he’s hoping 
this will be the year that changes. 
The biggest reason being depth. 

“My best teams I’ve ever 
coached, I could go eight deep,” 
he said, pointing to last season 
when he lost his leading scorer 
for the two tournaments, “when it 
counted. We were adjusting, look¬ 
ing for another way to get the job 
done.” 

With the addition of Metcalf, 
“the process is complete. We get 
such a dynamic leader mixed 
with what I have coming back,” 
Merriwether said. He also brings 
back Brice Bulotovich and Jalen 
Hill in the paint and Josh Weaver 
in the backcourt. 

“With six or seven players, 
we’d get tired. With eight or nine, 
we’re deeper and I’m feeling good 
about that,” Merriwether said 

It also helps Humphreys stay 
on track for what Merriwether 
calls his five-year plan to win the 



Theresa AiviEs/Special to Stars and Stripes 


Rafael Labrador is the lone 
returning senior starter for Zama. 


D-II title. “It normally takes 3 to 
5 years to build a program and we 
are right on schedule,” he said. 

While Humphreys is taking 
dead aim at Korea Blue and D- 
II hardware, Seoul American 
— and coach Steve Boyd, back 
for a 15th season with the Fal¬ 
cons after hinting at retiring last 
year — faces a m^or rebuilding 
task, with just one member of last 
year’s varsity back. 

“We will be short, but quick 
and fast and will utilize these as¬ 
sets to be competitive,” Boyd said. 
“I expect a slow start, but we’ll be 
competitive by Far East.” 

One new twist to the Far East 
tournaments: For the first time, 
the Divisions I and II tourna¬ 
ments will be played at the same 
site, Kubasaki, Jan. 30-Feb. 2. 

A quick informal poll of D-II 
team coaches showed Humphreys 
appears to be the prohibitive 
favorite. 

To get back to the D-II final, the 
teams that contested for the title 
last year, champion E. J. King and 
runner-up Yokota, might have a 
building job on their hands. 

One starter, Dyson Robinson, 
a junior guard, returns for the 
Cobras. A core of three, Renyck 
Robertson, Kishaun Kimble- 
Brooks and Cody Rowan, are 


back for Yokota. 

Elsewhere in D-II, for the most 
part, it’s rebuilding time. Zama 
(Stephen Thomas), Osan (Robert 
Penry), Perry (Joshua Henry) 
and Edgren (Laura Alvord) each 
have new coaches, while Dan Gal¬ 
vin returns to Yokota’s helm after 
a season off 

Except for Seoul American, the 
D-I teams look flush in returners. 
The most high-profile new face 
belongs to Kadena, where three 
transfers have arrived, including 
guard Eric McCarter from San 
Diego. 

“Not much height, but speed 
and quickness and a lot of depth,” 
Kadena coach Robert Bliss said. 
“A lot of guys will play a lot of 
minutes.” 

Kubasaki must get past the loss 
of point guard Dylan Canlas, who 
fractured an ankle in the off sea¬ 
son. Beyond that it’s “essentially 
the same team we had last year, 
but with nice new pieces,” coach 
Jon Fick said. “A year older, a 
year stronger, a year better.” 

Kinnick is in the same situa¬ 
tion, only with a couple of new ad¬ 
ditions, senior Aaron Peterson, a 
guard from Texas, and freshman 
swingman Chris Watson. 

ornauer.dave@stiipes.com 

Twitter @ornauer_stripes 


Team capsules 


Division I 

Kadena Panthers 

2016-17 record: 17-9 overali; Far East 
runner-up for third straight year. 

Head coach: Robert Bliss, ninth sea¬ 
son (coached JV last six seasons). 

Key performers: Nicholas Laney, Jr., 
G; Cody Chambers, Sr., G; Eric McCarter, 
Jr., G (transferred from San Diego); Mike 
Rutledge, Sr., G (transferred from Laken- 
heath, England); Montez Young, Fr., post; 
Jordan Valerio, So., G. 

Outlook: Contending. Not especially 
long on height, but good depth and good 
overall team speed, will make the Pan¬ 
thers a handful to slow down. Bliss, back 
on bench for first time in six years, pre¬ 
fers up-tempo game. 

Kubasaki Dragons 

2016-17 record: 19-13 overall; sixth in 
Far East. 

Head coach: Jon Fick, 12th season. 

Key performers: Elonzo Fligginson, Sr., 
G-F; Ilijah Washington, Sr., post; Jona¬ 
than Baker, Sr., G-post; Jonathan Floppe, 

So., swingman; Jhean Natividad, Sr., G; 
Damian Dorval, So., post; Vincent Flill, Jr., 
G; Tristan Fligginson, So., G; Jaden Asun¬ 
cion, So., G. 

Outlook: Rebuilding-reloading. Pretty 
much the same team Fick had last year, 
only a year more experienced, but there’s 
still plenty of growth needed. 

Kinnick Red Deviis 

2016-17 record: 17-20 overall; third in 
DODEA Japan; seventh at Far East. 

Head coach: Robert Stovall, eighth 
season. 

Key performers: Kedrick Stockman, 
Sr., G; Davion Roberts, Jr., G; Rashad Ra- 
pada, Jr., G; Gage Henderson, Sr., post; 
Andree Roberts, Sr., post; Vince Boyer, 
Sr., post; Aaron Peterson, Sr., G (trans¬ 
ferred from Texas); Isaiah Brown, Sr., 
post; Chris Watson, Fr., G; Kaine Roberts, 

So., G. 

Outlook: Reloading. Like the Dragons, 
young but for the most part a year older 
and a year wiser. Peterson brings experi¬ 
ence to the court, while Watson is a wel¬ 
come addition of athleticism and explo¬ 
sive quickness. 

Seoul American Falcons 

2016-17 record: 17-5 overall; second in 
Korean-American Interscholastic Activi¬ 
ties Conference Blue Division; reigning 
Far East D-I champion. 

Head coach: Steve Boyd, 15th season. 

Key performers: Caleb Lee, So., PG; 
Matthew Gardner, Fr., post. 

Outlook: All but one player from last 
year’s championship roster is gone. If 
any coach can rebuild a team, it’s Boyd, 
with four D-I and 24 Korea Blue regu¬ 
lar-season and tournament titles in 14 
seasons. But it will take a major influx 
of talent for a school with dwindling en¬ 
rollment. 


Division II 

Daegu Warriors 

2016-17 record: 8-14 overall; sixth in 
KAIAC Blue Division regular season; 
fourth in Far East. 

Head coach: Blake Sims, second sea- 

Key performers: Bishop Fields, Jr., 
G-post; Ethan Rodriguez, Jr., swingman 
(transferred from Germany); Michael 
Martinez, Jr., G. 

Outlook: Rebuilding. Thin in terms 
of experienced players, but could build 
into a contender by late in the season, if 
some new parts fall into place. 


EJ. King Cobras 

2016-17 record: 28-1 overall; defending 
DODEA Japan and Far East champion. 

Head coach: Laird Small, first season 
(assisted previous head coach Scott Jar- 
rard for three seasons). 

Key performers: Dyson Robinson, Jr.; 
Elijah Dannel, Jr.; Gerrell Tango, Jr.; Jalen 
Nall, So.; Sidney Parks, Jr. (transferred 
from M.C. Perry). 

Outlook: Rebuilding. Most of last sea¬ 
son’s championship roster is gone. Parks 
was a huge get in the offseason. More 
will be needed to repeat last year’s first 
D-II title since 2000. 

Edgren Eagles 

2016-17 record: 5-22 overall; sixth in 
DODEA Japan; seventh at Far East. 

Head coach: Laura Alvord, first sea- 

Key performers: Roman Perez, Sr.; 
Cyril Yalung, Sr.; Cole Bodily, Sr.; Safwan 
Abdal Khaliq, Fr.; Corey Hollingsworth, 
Fr.; Courtlyn Glover, Fr. 

Outlook: Rebuilding. Fifth head coach 
in five seasons. 

Humphreys Blackhawks 

2016-17 record: 18-3 overall; KAIAC 
Blue regular-season champion, tourna¬ 
ment runner-up; third in Far East. 

Head coach: Ron Merriwether, third 

Key performers: Brice Bulotovich, Sr., 
wing; Joshua Weaver, Jr., G; Jalen Hill, Jr., 
post; Quintin Metcalf, Jr., post (2017 Far 
East Division I MVP); Josh Shin, Fr., G. 

Outlook: Contending. Good core of 
returning players Joined by transfer Met¬ 
calf. Merriwether thinks he might be the 
final piece for a team that has come up 
short two straight seasons in Far East. 

M.C. Perry Samurai 

2016-17 record: 15-17 overall; fifth in 
DODEA Japan; eighth in Far East. 

Head coach: Joshua Henry, first sea- 

Key performers: Jonathan Armijo, Sr., 
post; Lorenzo Brown II, Sr., post; Kapili 
Gleason, Sr., G (transferred from Viet- 

Outlook: Rebuilding. Much of last sea¬ 
son’s roster has transferred or gradu¬ 
ated. Third head coach in three seasons. 
Some potential, Henry says. 

Osan Cougars 

2016-17 record: 3-17 overall; seventh 
in KAIAC Blue regular season; seventh in 

Head coach: Robert Penry, first sea- 

Key performers: Cameron Jones, Sr., 
G-post; Gabe Rouse, Sr.; Lance Yambao, 
Sr.; Isaiah Conlan, Fr.; Daniel Jamerson, 
Fr.; Leo Legaspi, Jr. 

Outlook: Rebuilding. Fourth head 
coach in four seasons, an inexperienced 
roster but with some good athletes. 

Yokota Panthers 

2016-17 record: 34-3 overall; second in 
DODEA Japan; Far East runner-up. 

Head coach: Dan Galvin, second sea¬ 
son (took last season off). 

Key performers: Cody Rowan, Sr., post; 
Renyck Robertson, Jr., post; Kishaun 
Kimble-Brooks, Jr., G; Riley Demarco, Jr., 
post; Jimmy Dewberry, Sr. 

Outlook: Contending. Panthers fea¬ 
ture solid returning core with size and 
athleticism. 

Zama Trojans 

2016-17 record: 11-17 overall; fourth in 
DODEA Japan. 

Head coach: Stephen Thomas, first 
season. 

Key performers: Jeremiah Stewart, Jr., 
PG; Rafael Labrador, Sr., G; Jaleen Carroll, 

So., post; Isaiah Coleman, So., post. 

Outlook: Reloading. Good core of four 
playing within the system, better disci¬ 
pline and strong defense. 



Greg HoLLAOAY/Special to Stars and Stripes 


\bkota players, from left, junior Renyck Robertson, senior Cody 
Rowan and Junior Kishaun Kimbie-Brooks get a breather during 
practice. The Panthers were second in the Far East last year. 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODEA PACIFIC 

GIRLS BASKETBALL PREVIEW 


Team capsules 


Division I 

Kadena Panthers 

2016-17 record: 13-10 overall; Far East 
runner-up. 

Head coach: Johnny Cooper, Elonzo 
Higginson, first season. 

Key performers: Rhamsey Wyche, Sr., 
G (2016 D-l tournament MVP; two-time 
All-Far East D-l); Isabel Tayag, Sr., post 
(2016 All-Far East Division II, returning 
All-Far East D-l); Val Robles, Sr., G; Madi¬ 
son Sheppard, Sr., post; Alexis Erp, Jr., 
post; Korina Macato, Jr., G. 

Outlook: Reloading. Panthers fairly 
deep in the backcourt; height may be an 
issue. Flaving Higginson, a former All- 
Marine coach, helps. 

Kubasaki Dragons 

2016-17 record: 5-19 overall; sixth at 
Far East. 

Head coach: Steven Casner, second 

Key performers: Ceara King, Sr., G; 
Haley Hansen, Jr., post; Arl Gieseck, So., 
G. 

Outlook: Dragons lost three-time All- 
Far East scorer-rebounder-playmaker 
Chloe’ Stevens to a torn ACL. They’ll 
count on King, Hansen and Gieseck to 
replace all that production. 

Kinnick Red Devils 

2016-17 record: 26-9 overall; 7-1, first 
in DODEA Japan; fourth in Far East. 

Head coach: Mike Adair, fourth sea- 

Key performers: Jade McGinnis, Sr., 
G-post; Dallas Carter, So., G-post (return¬ 
ing All-Far East D-l); AnnalIda Santos, Sr., 
G; Theodora Bates, Sr., post (transferred 
from Portsmouth, Va. 

Outlook: Rebuilding. Young but scrap¬ 
py. Carter’s and McGinnis’ presence 
down jow gets a huge boost from Bates’ 

Seoul American Falcons 

2016-17 record: 13-10 overall; 10-2, 
first in KAIAC Blue Division regular sea¬ 
son; fifth In Far East. 

Head coach: Edward RozzI, first sea- 

Key performers: Krista Bradley, Sr., 
post (All-KAIAC and All-Far East in 2016; 
Alyse Neal, Sr., G; Marla Bruch, Jr., G; Re¬ 
nee Thompson, Sr., post; Ebony Dykes, 
So., post. 

Outlook: Rebuilding. Some experience 
remains in the roster, with the inside 
game getting a boost from volleyball 
with Thompson and Dykes trying out. 


Division II 

Daegu Warriors 

2016-17 record: 0-18 overall. 

Head coach: Victor Rivera, first sea- 

Key performers: Bethani Newbold, Fr., 
G; Deja Turner, Fr., G. 

Outlook: Fifth new coach In five sea¬ 
sons and once more, the ranks from last 
season completely cleaned out. Two 
freshman guards showing promise. Ri¬ 
vera transfers from Puerto Rico and re¬ 
turns to the Pacific, where he coached at 
Zama and Perry. 

EJ. King Cobras 

2016-17 record: 17-16 overail; fourth in 
Far East D-ll. 

Head coach: Yvonne Long, seventh 

Key performers: Zanitta Boyd, Sr., G. 
(returning All-DODEA-Japan, All-Far East 
D-ll;Gabi Shultz, So., G. 

Outlook: Continued rebuilding, but 
with two good key pieces. Lack of depth 
continues to plague Cobras. 


Edgren Eagles 

2016-17 record: 16-14 overall; sixth in 
DODEA Japan. 

Head coach: Sarah Richardson, 28th 
season. 

Key performers: Karen Anastos, Sr., G- 
post; Aaliyah Scott, Sr., Christina Taylor, 
Sr., post; Jada Flowers, So., G. 

Outlook: Rebuilding. Good core of four 
around which to build, but lack of depth 
and experience. Nine new players who’ve 
never touched a ball before. 

Humphreys Blackhawks 

2016-17 record: 4-17 overall; sixth in 
KAIAC Blue. 

Head coach: Laura Corder, second 

Key performers: Sydney Wilson, Sr., 
post; Chahkira Goodwater, Jr., PG (trans¬ 
ferred from Seoul American); Krystal 
Duenas, So., P; Danika Torgerson, Sr., 

Outlook: Reloading. Better than the 
school’s teams the first four seasons, 
but still a wait-and-see to gauge how 
much better KAIAC’s other teams are. 
Goodwater becomes the point guard 
that Corder and the Blackhawks have 
been waiting for for five seasons. 

MX. Perry Samurai 

2016-17 record: 11-17 overall; fifth in 
DODEA Japan. 

Head coach: To be determined. 

Key performers: None provided. 

Outlook: Reloading. The Samurai take 
the court for the first time in five years 
without a player named Erhart in the 
lineup; Lebet graduated last spring. 

Osan Cougars 

2016-17 record: 15-8 overall; third in 
KAIAC Blue regular season. 

Head coach: Sung Plourde, fourth sea- 

Key performers: Elizabeth White, Jr., 
G; Jana Rafi, Sr., PG; Christina Hoff, So., G; 
Maja Inthavixay, Jr., post; Allison Aston, 
So., post; Alexus Rosenthal, Fr., post. 

Outlook: Cougars do have an influx of 
new post players; question of how soon 
they gel with the returning guards. 

Yokota Panthers 

2016-17 record: 29-7 overall; second in 
DODEA-Japan; three-time defending Far 
East D-ll champion. 

Head coach: Byron Wrenn, first sea- 

Key performers: Jamia Bailey, Sr., G 
(All-Far East in 2015-17); Britney Bailey, 
Sr., C (All-Far East in 2017). 

Outlook: Contending once again for 
DODEA-Japan and D-ll. Bailey seniors 
are front and center on this team, with 
Britney bringing the power inside and 
Jamia quickness, range and defense to 
the backcourt. 

Zama Trojans 

2016-17 record: 16-9 overall; third in 
DODEA-Japan; third in Far East D-ll after 
two straight runner-up finishes. 

Head coach: Aaron Wells, third sea- 

Key performers: None provided. 

Outlook: Rebuilding. Many new faces, 
whom if they can develop might turn the 
Trojans into a contender by season’s 
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All-Marine coach Elonzo Higginson II takes his Kadena girls team 
through defensive reaction drills. 


Yokota looking to win 
fourth consecutive title 
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Senior Britney Bailey averaged 20.4 points, 13.8 rebounds and 6.1 
blocked shots per game for three-time defending Far East Division II 
champion \bkota. 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

After capturing three titles 
in as many tries in the Far East 
Division II tournament, the ques¬ 
tion for Yokota girls basketball is, 
can they make it four in a row? 

Two of the key components of 
last year’s championship squad — 
seniors Britney Bailey and Jamia 
Bailey (not related) — remain 
in place, fresh off facing similar 
pressure in capturing the Far East 
title in volleyball last month. Led 
by new coach Byron Wrenn, the 
Panthers get to try again starting 
on Friday at E. J. King. 

“They’ve played under that 
[pressure]; they know what it 
takes to play at that level,” Wrenn 
said. “Their leadership is going 
to be key to that success, not only 
their numbers, but their attitude 
and their work ethic.” 

Britney Bailey, the power¬ 
ful force inside, brings her 20.4 
points, 13.8 rebounds and 6.1 
blocked shots per game from last 
season to the paint for the Pan¬ 
thers. Jamia Bailey returns to 
handle things in the backcourt, 
having averaged 12 points, 5.8 
steals and 4.3 assists in 2016-17. 

But while the two have their 
eyes on that fourth straight prize 
most immediately, they’re also 
helping prepare those who will 
remain after this season, Wrenn 
said. 

“Both of them right now have 
been nothing but encouraging 
to the newcomers and the young 
players,” Wrenn said of the Bai¬ 
leys, who’ve been teaching trade 
tricks to underclassmen slated to 
remain. 

“Coaches can only do so much 
from the sideline, but when the 
ball is tipped, they’re going to 
have to make the adjustments in 
the game, not only with their play 
but with the play of their team¬ 
mates,” Wrenn said. 

Yokota looms as the favorite 
in both DODEA Japan and D-II. 
Other teams might have a word or 
two to say about that possibility, 
but Yokota’s D-II counterparts, 
for the most part, are in rebuild¬ 
ing mode. 

Humphreys, under second-year 
coach Laura Corder, might show 
signs of life now that Chahkira 
Goodwater, a junior guard, has 
transferred from Seoul Ameri¬ 
can, joining returning senior Syd¬ 
ney Wilson as the Blackhawks’ 
answer to Yokota’s Bailey-Bailey 
inside-outside punch. 

Edgren retains the dean of Pa¬ 
cific coaches, Sarah Richardson, 
in her 28th season, and she puts on 
the court a threesome of seniors, 
Karen Anastos, Aaliyah Scott 
and Christina Taylor, who should 
make the Eagles competitive. 

Osan returns some good pieces 
in juniors Lizzy White and M^a 


Inthavixay, sophomore Christina 
Hoff and senior Jana Rafi. E.J. 
King might surprise if veteran 
Zanitta Boyd and second-year 
guard Gabi Shultz get some help. 

The rest are fairly green. Daegu 
starts over with a new-old coach, 
Victor Rivera, out of Puerto Rico 
via Zama and Matthew C. Perry, 
and Zama must get by without its 
senior-laden backcourt of a sea¬ 
son ago. 

Most Division I schools have 
the help-wanted shingle out as 
graduations and the PCS Plane 
hit hard. 

Kadena continues showing 
promise. The Panthers, who have 
been to the D-I final the past six 
years, have a senior core of four 
with 2016 D-I MVP Rhamsey 
Wyche. All-Marine coach Elonzo 
Higginson II comes in to assist 
the Panthers; his sons Elonzo III 
and Tristan play for Kubasaki’s 
boys. 

“I take off the black and yellow 
and put on the green and white 
and I’ll be a dad,” Higginson said 
of coaching Kadena and eyeing 
his sons. 

Kubasaki faces a future with¬ 


out three-time All-Far East guard 
Chloe’ Stevens remains on the 
shelf with a tom ACL and coach 
Steve Casner plans to have Ari 
Gieseck, Ceara King and Haley 
Hansen co-opt to make those 
up. “First month will be a sharp 
learning curve,” Casner said. 

Kinnick appears solid in the 
middle with returners Dallas 
Carter and Jade McGinnis and 
newcomer Teddy Bales in the 
paint, but replacing point guard 
Venus Hill won’t be easy. 

Eddie Rozzi takes over the helm 
at Seoul American; his father, 
Dennis, coached for nearly three 
decades at Pusan American until 
the 1990s. Though Goodwater’s 
gone, seniors Krista Bradley and 
Alyse Neal remain. 

Far East tournament week fea¬ 
tures a new look this season, as 
Divisions I and II will play on the 
same site, M.C. Perry. That’s the 
first time that’s happened since 
1989, the last year the two divi¬ 
sions played as one tournament; 
the D-II tournament started in 
May 1990. 

ornauer.daveiastri pes.com 
Twitter (i)ornauer_stripes 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/NHL 


Storms 

change 

season 



By Aaron Beard 

Associated Press 

South Carolina coach Frank 
Martin had envisioned basking in 
the sun by the pool while study¬ 
ing film during the Puerto Rico 
Tip-Off. And Wake Forest coach 
Danny Manning was eager to 
take his team to the U.S. Virgin 
Islands for the Paradise Jam. 

Hurricanes Maria and Irma 
changed those plans. 

And because of the damage the 
storms caused to the islands, both 
eight-team tournaments had to 
be relocated from their typically 
exotic locales. Martin and the 
Gamecocks will be in Conway, 
S.C., this week. And instead of 
Manning and the Demon Dea¬ 
cons enjoying St. Thomas, they’ll 
be in Lynchburg, Va. 

“Nothing against (nearby) 
Myrtle Beach, but I don’t think 
I’m going to be sitting next to 
the pool in 50-degree weather 
— at least I’m not,” Martin said. 
“When you play in these tourna¬ 
ments, the biggest thing is play¬ 
ing away from home. So learning 
how to ... co-exist in a hotel, how 
to remain focused on the game at 
hand on a foreign court, not the 
place you practice at every day.” 

The Puerto Rico Tip-Off — 
which began Thursday — was set 
for the coastal city of F^ardo, but 
damage from Hurricane Maria 
forced it to Coastal Carolina in 
Conway. That will keep the Game¬ 
cocks (2-0) in their home state in¬ 
stead of traveling more than 1,400 
miles for the tournament. 

The Gamecocks will be joined 
in Conway by out-of-state guests 
Iowa State, Appalachian State, 
Boise State, Illinois State, Tulsa, 
UTEP and Western Michigan. 

The Paradise Jam, which starts 


Friday, was set to return to St. 
Thomas for the 18th straight year. 
But damage from hurricanes 
Maria and Irma forced the relo¬ 
cation to Lynchburg — home to 
tournament participant Liberty. 

Wake Forest (0-2) and Colorado 
are the power-conference teams 
headlining the Paradise Jam, 
joining Liberty, Drake, Drexel, 
Houston, Mercer and Quinnipiac. 

The Demon Deacons will now 
take a roughly 140-mile bus 
ride instead of a trip of more 
than 1,500 miles to St. Thomas. 
While going to the Virgin Islands 


would’ve been “a bucket-list desti¬ 
nation spot” for players. Manning 
said he was more focused on a re¬ 
vamped schedule that eliminated 
an off day and will have teams 
playing three straight days. 

“You’ve still got to deal with 
that aspect of, ‘Hey guys, we’re 
here to play a tournament, we 
want you to enjoy it but you can’t 
go out and lounge by the pool all 
day because the sun zaps you or 
dehydrates you,”’ Manning said. 
“So you still have things to navi¬ 
gate regardless of where the tour¬ 
nament is at.” 


College basketball scoreboard 


Wednesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

BYU 65, Princeton 56 
Buffalo 81, Jacksonville St. 76 
Castleton 89, Skidmore 79 
Chowan 94, Apprentice 74 
Fairleigh Dickinson 111, FDU-Florham 49 
Georgetown 102, Mount St. Mary’s 68 
Flobart 87, St. John Fisher 75 
LIU Brooklyn 104, New Rochelle 68 
Manhattan 80, St. Francis Brooklyn 79, OT 
Mass.-Lowell 76, Marist 73 
NJ City 77, Stevens Tech 73 
Penn 66, Navy 45 
Penn St. 70, Montana 57 
Pittsburgh 70, UC Santa Barbara 62 
Rider 89, Hartford 53 
Salisbury 94, Washington (Md.) 62 
Seton Hall 84, Indiana 68 
St. Bonaventure at Md.-Eastern Shore, 
ccd. 

West Virginia 98, American U. 64 
Wilmington (Del.) 76, Mlllersville 75 

SOUTH 

Austin Peay 109, Oakland City 50 
Averett 80, Hampden-Sydney 66 
Bellarmine 84, Indiana-Southeast 82 
Berea 68, Spalding 53 
Centre 83, Maryville (Tenn.) 70 
Charleston Southern 98, Columbia In¬ 
ternational 84 


Christian Brothers 78, Lane 70 
Clayton St. 87, Queens (NC) 67 
Emory 83, Piedmont 64 
Emory & Henry 80, Sewanee 70 
LSU-Alexandria 87, Loyola NO 71 
Lee 83, Tusculum 67 
Maryland 79, Butler 65 
North Carolina 93, Bucknell 81 
Radford 73, East Carolina 66 
Savannah St. 114, Middle Georgia 80 
South Florida 74, Stetson 72 
Transylvania 130, Greenville 98 
UCF 68, Gardner-Webb 65 
UNC Greensboro 92, NC Wesleyan 48 
UT Martin 74, NC Central 57 
W. Carolina 76, Hiwassee 57 
W. Kentucky 83, Kentucky Wesleyan 53 
William & Mary 83, Hampton 76 
Wilmington (Ohio) 88, Thomas More 
84, 20T 

MIDWEST 

Augsburg 72, Northland 44 
Buena Vista 85, Bethany Lutheran 82 
Concordia (Moor.) 80, Minn.-Morris 71 
Creighton 92, Northwestern 88 
Dubuque 75, Edgewood 61 
Fort Wayne 85, Delaware St. 71 
Hamline 106, Northwestern (Minn.) 72 
Lakeland 84, Finlandia 65 
Lawrence 92, Wis. Lutheran 64 
Minnesota 107, Niagara 81 
Missouri St. 86, Southern U. 58 


N. Iowa 72, Wartburg 43 

Northern St. (SD) 81, SW Minnesota St. 68 

Siena Heights 80, Concordia (Mich.) 

5,OT 

St. Mary’s (Minn.) 89, Martin Luther 75 
St. Olaf 60, Wis.-Stevens Pt. 45 
Valparaiso 94, SlU-Edwardsville 69 
W. Illinois 56, E. Illinois 54 
Wis.-Oshkosh 74, Benedictine (III.) 68 
Wis.-River Falls 85, Central 73 
Wis.-Stout 79, Crown (Minn.) 75 
SOUTHWEST 
Oklahoma 168, Ball St. 69 
Rio Grande 82, Texas A and M-CC 75, OT 
SMU 81, Northwestern St. 35 
Stephen F. Austin 89, St. Edward’s 66 
TCU 76, South Dakota 71 
UTSA 79, Texas St. 78 
FAR WEST 

Cal Poly 76, Holy Names 47 

Loyola Marymount 76, UC Riverside 64 

Montana St. 109, Montana-Western 81 

Nevada 93, Santa Clara 63 

Saint Mary’s (Cal) 76, Cal St.-Fullerton 57 

San Diego 65, Robert Morris 53 

UC Davis 62, Pacific 58 

UCLA 106, Cent. Arkansas 101, OT 

UNLV98, Prairie View 63 

Utah St. 83, MVSU 47 

Washington St. 75, Seattle 59 


Tradition has value 
for younger players 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

ARLINGTON, Va. — It may 
be the best phrase a young NHL 
player can hear, even better than 
being told he has made the team. 

Get a place. 

Making the opening night ros¬ 
ter is certainly an accomplish¬ 
ment, though it can be fleeting. 
The time-honored tradition of a 
coach or general manager giv¬ 
ing a player permission to check 
out of the hotel and find a place to 
live means he is sticking around 
for a long time, if not the entire 
season. 

“When you’re at the hotel for 
a couple months, you’re always 
wondering, ‘When are they going 
to tell me?”’ former player and 
current Coyotes coach Rick Toc- 
chet said not long after giving 
goaltender Scott Wedgewood the 
green light to get a place in Ari¬ 
zona. “You’re comfortable. You’re 
not just in a hotel. It really helps 
you.” 

Some young players live with 
older teammates as a way to learn 
about the pro lifestyle. Even some 
who are called up from the mi¬ 
nors or earn a roster spot out of 
training camp get a hotel room 
because nothing is certain. 

The collective bargaining 
agreement requires teams to pay 
for 28 days of a player’s hotel stay 
that can be extended up to 56, 
at which point he can get a per¬ 
manent place without seeking 
permission. 

There’s value in getting that 
message from an organization 
well before the 28-day mark, 
as New York Islanders rookie 
Mathew Barzal found out. 

“That kind of just made me 
comfortable, just knowing I have 
an opportunity to be here for a 
little while or they like what I’ve 
been doing so far,” said Barzal, 
who has 14 points in 17 games. 
“That’s just a confidence thing. 
That’s just nice having that kind 
of stress off, just another thing 
you can check off the list.” 

Rolling Rangers 

Not long ago, the New York 
Rangers couldn’t put the puck in 
the net, Henrik Lundqvist couldn’t 
keep it out and many wondered if 
coach Alain Vigneault was in dan¬ 
ger of losing his job. Now they’ve 
won six of their last seven. 

“I think we’ve played some 
pretty good hockey here for 
quite some time,” Vigneault said. 
“We’re working on our game. 
We’re working on putting a com¬ 
plete game on the ice. There’s no 
doubt this group is very resilient, 
very hard-working.” 

Tied for last in the Eastern Con¬ 
ference on the morning of Oct. 31, 
the Rangers are now on the edge 
of playoff position. 

“It’s important that we realize 
that we are happy with a six-game 
winning streak, but we’re still not 
in a great spot,” Lundqvist said. 
“We had to do this to get back in 
the race. I think now we just need 
to push ourselves.” 


NHL scoreboard 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Ottawa 

Detroit 

Montreal 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

L OT Pts GF GA 


18 


Metropolitan Division 


New Jersey 17 11 

Columbus 19 11 

Pittsburgh 20 10 

Washington 19 10 

N.Y. Islanders 17 9 

N.Y. Rangers 19 9 

Carolina 16 7 

Philadelphia 18 8 


30 71 
24 72 63 
21 59 53 
20 57 53 
18 47 63 
16 46 55 
14 57 65 
- ■ ■ ■ 65 


24 61 54 
23 57 51 
23 55 72 
21 56 59 
20 60 55 
20 63 65 
18 46 44 
18 50 48 


Western Conference 


St. Louis 

Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Chicago 

Dallas 

Minnesota 

Colorado 


Central Division 

OT Pts GF GA 

■ 27 62 51 


19 13 
17 10 

17 10 


23 56 47 
22 51 49 
20 59 52 
19 51 52 
18 49 44 
17 54 55 


Los Angeles 18 11 5 2 24 57 44 

Vegas 17 10 6 1 21 59 54 

San Jose 16 10 6 0 20 44 36 

Calgary 18 10 8 0 20 53 58 

Vancouver 18 9 7 2 20 46 48 

Anaheim 18 8 7 3 19 52 52 

Edmonton 18 7 9 2 16 46 54 

Arizona 20 2 15 3 7 46 79 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams In 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Tuesday's games 
Pittsburgh 5, Buffalo 4, OT 
Florida 4, Dallas 3, SO 
Columbus 2, Montreal 1, OT 
Minnesota 3, Philadelphia 0 
Winnipeg 4, Arizona 1 
Nashville 6, Washington 3 
Edmonton 8, Vegas 2 
Vancouver 3, Los Angeles 2 
Wednesday’s games 
Detroit 8, Calgary 2 
Chicago 6, N.Y. Rangers 3 
Anaheim 4, Boston 2 

Thursday’s games 
New Jersey at Toronto 
Carolina at N.Y. Islanders 
Pittsburgh at Ottawa 
Dallas at Tampa Bay 
Arizona at Montreal 
Philadelphia at Winnipeg 
Nashville at Minnesota 
St. Louis at Edmonton 
Washington at Colorado 
Vegas at Vancouver 
Florida at San Jose 
Boston at Los Angeles 

Friday’s games 
N.Y. Rangers at Columbus 
Buffalo at Detroit 

Saturday’s games 
Calgary at Phlladeipnia 
Arizona at Ottawa 
Edmonton at Dallas 
New Jersey at Winnipeg 
Florida at Los Angeles 
Carolina at Buffalo 
Toronto at Montreal 
N.Y. Islanders at Tampa Bay 
Chicago at Pittsburgh 
Minnesota at Washington 
Colorado at Nashville 
St. Louis at Vancouver 
Boston at San Jose 

Sunday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Carolina 
Colorado at Detroit 
Ottawa at N.Y. Rangers 
Florida at Anaheim 
Los Angeles at Vegas 


Oiling up 

The Edmonton Oilers had 97 
reasons — OK, maybe just a big 
one in No. 97 Connor McDavid 
— to think they’d be legitimate 
Stanley Cup contenders. They 
lost nine of their first 13 games 
but see signs of progress and are 
3-1-1 in their past five after beat¬ 
ing Vegas 8-2 on Tuesday night. 

“We were down in a lot of these 
games by one goal and we never 
folded our hand,” defenseman 
Darnell Nurse said. “We showed 
that we can defend against some 
really good offensive teams, and 
it needs to continue.” 
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NBA/AUTO RACING 



Aaron Gash/AP 


The Pistons’ Eric Moreland, middle, calls a timeout while being 
defended by the Bucks’ Malcolm Brogdon, left, and Giannis 
Antetokounmpo on Wednesday in Milwaukee. 


Pistons looking like 
big surprise of NBA 


Associated Press 

The Detroit Pistons are head¬ 
ing on the road for a few days, 
so maybe someone will see them 
play. 

They’ve certainly been worth 
watching. 

Detroit’s 10-4 start, good for No. 
2 in the Eastern Conference stand¬ 
ings, is one of the biggest good 
surprises in the NBA through the 
season’s first month. The Pistons 
already have a road win at Golden 
State, swept a five-game home- 
stand — possibly to the delight 
of all those unoccupied red seats 
at Little Caesars Arena, more on 
that in a moment — and are off to 
their best start in 12 years. 

“I know that we’re playing as a 
team right now,” Detroit’s Luke 
Kennard said. “We’re really 
locked in. We’re really playing 
together and we play hard. When 
you have a team that does that to¬ 
gether, you win.” 

Now comes the test. 

Starting Wednesday, the Pis¬ 
tons play five of their next six 
games on the road—visiting Mil¬ 
waukee, Indiana and Minnesota 

NBA scoreboard 


before returning home to face 
Cleveland, then heading right 
back out for a trip to Oklahoma 
City and Boston. 

After topping Miami to finish 
off a 5-0 homestand Sunday, Pis¬ 
tons coach Stan Van Gundy made 
no effort to hide how pleased he is 
right now. 

“We did a great job here, and 
now you just move on to the next 
challenge,” Van Gundy said. “Now 
nine of 11 on the road, the next 
three games on the road against 
teams you beat at home so you 
know they want back at you. The 
challenges just keep mounting, 
but you put wins in the bank.” 

Maybe at some point, there will 
be fans in the seats. 

The brand-new Detroit arena 
has a listed capacity for basket¬ 
ball at 20,491, which was the an¬ 
nounced crowd for opening night. 
In seven games since, the Pistons 
have announced crowds between 
13,709 and 17,683 — and those 
numbers may be generous, given 
how empty the building looks on 
television. Officially, Detroit sold 
76 percent of its tickets in those 
seven games. 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 


Southeast Division 


Centrai Division 


Boston 
Toronto 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Brooklyn 

Washington 

Orlando 

Miami 

Charlotte 

Atlanta 

Detroit 

Milwaukee 

Cleveland 

Indiana 

Chicago 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet 

Houston 11 4 .733 

San Antonio 9 6 .600 

New Orleans 8 7 .533 

Memphis 7 7 .500 

Dallas 2 13 .133 

Northwest Division 
Minnesota 9 5 .643 

Portland 8 6 .571 

Denver 8 6 .571 

Oklahoma City 7 7 .500 

Utah 6 9 .400 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 11 3 .786 

L.A. Lakers 6 9 .400 

LA. Clippers 5 8 .385 

Phoenix 5 10 .333 

Sacramento 3 11 .214 


Tuesday’s games 

Boston 109, Brooklyn 102 
Toronto 129, Houston 113 
San Antonio 97, Dallas 91 

Wednesday’s games 
Atlanta 126, Sacramento 80 
New York 106, Utah 101 
Washington 102, Miami 93 
Cleveland 115, Charlotte 107 
Indiana 116, Memphis 113 
Milwaukee 99, Detroit 95 
Minnesota 98, San Antonio 86 
Oklahoma City 92, Chicago 79 
Toronto 125, New Orleans 116 
Portland 99, Orlando 94 
Philadelphia 115, L.A. Lakers 109 
Thursday’s games 
Golden State at Boston 
Houston at Phoenix 

Friday’s games 
Detroit at Indiana 
Miami at Washington 
L.A. Clippers at Cleveland 
New York at Toronto 
Utah at Brooklyn 
Charlotte at Chicago 
Oklahoma City at San Antonio 
Minnesota at Dallas 
Portland at Sacramento 
New Orleans at Denver 
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers 

Saturday’s games 
L.A. Clippers at Charlotte 
Utah at Orlando 
Boston at Atlanta 
Golden State at Philadelphia 
Houston at Memphis 
Milwaukee at Dallas 
Sacramento at Portland 


Truex the driver to beat 


By Brendan Marks 
The Charlotte Observer 

Finally. 

After 35 weeks of racing, after 
countless wrecks (both intentional 
and Otherwise) and technicahties 
and trips across the country, we’re 
finally down to the last NASCAR 
Cup Series race of the season. 

And it’s finally time to crown a 
champion. 

The only question left to answer 
is. Who will it be? 

First the contenders: Martin 
Truex Jr., Kyle Busch, Kevin Har- 
vick and Brad Keselowski. Each 
has his own narrative coming into 
the final race at Homestead, but 
it’s worth examining all four to 
pick (read: predict) a champion. 

Let’s go in inverse order and 
start with Keselowski, the last 
of the four to qualify for Home¬ 
stead. Now, Keselowski isn’t in the 
championship race because of his 
last race; rather, he’s in in spite 
of that performance. Keselowski 
came in 16th at Phoenix, but his 
points lead from earlier in the 
season and the third round gave 
him an advantage. When Jimmie 
Johnson and Denny Hamlin failed 
to finish the Phoenix race, and 
Chase Elliott and Ryan Blaney 
failed to win it, Keselowski sort of 
backed into the final four. 

But that last race aside, he de¬ 
serves to be in. He’s got three wins 
this season, the last of which came 
at Talladega in the playoffs, and 
he’s been the runner-up four other 
times. Plus add in that he has a 
title from 2012, and Keselowski 
has a little more oomph than that 
16th-place finish might suggest. 

Next is Martin Truex Jr., whose 
third-place finish at Phoenix was 
somehow his worst in the last four 
races (he previously had a win and 
two runner-up finishes). Truex has 
the most wins this season (seven), 
the most laps led, the most stage 
wins, and really, he just as easily 
could have won a number of other 
races. He’s been the fastest car all 
season, and his dominance in 2017 
will be remembered regardless of 
how he finishes. 

The biggest thing working 
against Truex is the champion¬ 
ship track itself, which histori¬ 
cally hasn’t been kind to him. He 
finished second in 2006, but he 


hasn’t come better than 12th the 
last three years with Furniture 
Row Racing. Is this the year he 
gets over that hump and finally 
closes? Potentially. After all, he is 
the only driver of the three with¬ 
out a championship. 

Next up is Kyle Busch, who 
barely made it into the third round 
before stealing a win at Martins¬ 
ville to qualify for the champion¬ 
ship. He’s got five wins this year 
and along with Kyle Larson, who 
was eliminated before the third 
round due to a surprising engine 
failure, was considered the pri¬ 
mary challenger to Truex for the 
championship. 

The issue with Busch is that he’s 
been unpredictable at Homestead 
in the past. One year he wins it 
all (and his only championship 
in 2015) but another he comes in 
39th. One year he’s fourth, anoth¬ 
er he’s 32nd. Now, he’s been good 
much more often recently than 
he’s been bad but the point still 
stands. He shouldn’t have any¬ 
thing catastrophic happen but it 
wouldn’t be the first time. 

And then there’s Kevin Har- 
vick, who has been good all sea¬ 
son but more consistent of late. 
Harvick only had one win before 
the playoffs and only one playoff 
win since (at Texas) to get him 
into the final four, so he hasn’t 
had the upper-level success some 
of the Other drivers have had. 

Still, he’s peaking at the right 
time and has been terrific at 
Homestead in years past. He’s fin¬ 
ished in the Top 3 seven times and 
he’s also got a championship from 
2014, the one year he won there. 

So who is the prediction? Drum 
roll please. 

It has to be Truex — and what 
better year for him to earn his 
first championship? He’s been the 
most dominant car on the track 
all year long, even if that hasn’t 
always led to a win. Homestead 
hasn’t been kind to him in the 
past, but he also hasn’t had the 
sort of success in a season that 
he’s had in 2017. This is the year 
that changes, and this is the year 
it changes at Homestead, too. 

And this is the year Martin 
Truex Jr. walks away with the 
NASCAR championship trophy 
he SO deserves. 


Driver capsules 


Kyle Busch 

Team: No. 18 Toyota, Joe Gibbs 
Racing 

Hometown: Las Vegas 
Crew Chief: Adam Stevens 
Sponsor: M&M's Caramel/Interstate 
Batteries 

Social media: @kylebusch (Twitter), 
@rowdybusch (Instagram) 

Notes: Busch is racing for his second 
championship and has been among the 
top teams all season. He has five wins 
this season and is perhaps the only one 
of the championship contenders who 
stayed close to favorite Martin Truex Jr. 
at times. He has been the top driver at 
Gibbs this season, and the only driver 
so far to give Toyota a Cup title. 

Kevin Harvick 

Team: No. 4 Ford, Stewart-Haas 
Racing 

Hometown: Bakersfield, Calif. 

Crew chief: Rodney Childers 
Sponsor: Jimmy John’s 
Social media: @KevinHarvick (Twitter 
and Instagram) 

Notes: Harvick is seeking his second 
Cup championship and is far from 
the favorite, which he was during his 
2014 title run. That year, Harvick won 
in his first season with the team. This 
year, he is trying to do it in SHR’s first 
season with Ford. If Harvick wins, 

SHR would be the first to do so with a 
new manufacturer since Cale Yarbor¬ 
ough did it in 1978. 

Brad Keselowski 

Team: No. 2 Ford, Team Penske 
Hometown: Rochester Hills, Mich. 
Crew chief: Paul Wolfe 
Sponsor: Miller Lite 
Social media: ©keselowski (Twitter) 
Notes: Keselowski is the 2012 NAS¬ 
CAR champion and has yet to win a 
title in this elimination, winner-take-all 
format. Should Keselowski win. Team 
Penske would sweep the major Ameri¬ 
can racing series. Penske already cel¬ 
ebrated a title this year in IndyCar with 
Josef Newgarden. Keselowski is also 
trying to become the first Ford driver 
to win the title since Kurt Busch in 
2004. 

Martin Truex Jr. 

Team: No. 78 Toyota, Furniture Row 
Racing 

Hometown: Mayetta, N.J. 

Crew chief: Cole Pearn 
Sponsor: Furniture Row 
Social media: (@MartinTruex_Jr (Twit¬ 
ter and Instagram) 

Notes: The favorite for the champion¬ 
ship and a seven-time winner this year, 
Truex has led the Cup Series in nearly 
every measurable category. He is the 
only the driver in the championship four 
without a Cup title, but he has raced 
in this format before. Truex won’t have 
team owner Barney Visser in atten¬ 
dance because he is recovering from 
a heart attack and surgery at home in 
Colorado. 



Ralph Freso/AP 


Martin Truex Jr., left, and Kyle Busch are two of the four contenders 
for the NASCAR Cup Series title in Sunday’s finale at Homestead. 


— Associated Press 
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Mark J. Terrill/AP 


Michael Pittman Jr. 
WR I use 

Pittman has carved out a larger role 
on offense for the No. 12 Trojans. Pit¬ 
tman wasn’t much of a factor until the 
last two games, but has seven recep¬ 
tions for 118 yards and one touchdown 
In that span, part of the reason that 
Southern Cal’s passing game, behind 
quarterback Sam Darnold, is rolling 
heading into Saturday’s rivalry game 
against UCLA. “I’ve just been asked to 
do more," Pittman said. “Really, I think 
that’s it.” 

No. 12 Southern Cal vs. UCLA 
2 a.m. Sunday, CET 
10 a.m. Sunday, JKT, AFN-Sports 



Morry Gash/AP 


Wisconsin’s Austin Ramesh is stopped at the goal line during the first half last week against Iowa 
in Madison, Wis. The Badgers have had problems with slow offensive starts and early turnovers all 
season, including on Saturday with they had four turnovers, including three interceptions thrown by 
Alex Hornibrook. They’ll need to eliminate those errors against No. 19 Michgian on Saturday (6 p.m. 
Saturday CET; 2 a.m. Sunday, JKT, AFN-Sports. 


SERVICE ACADEMIES 



Air Force 
at Boise State 
Last week: Lost 28- 
14 to Wyoming 
Next game: vs. 
Utah State, Nov. 25 



AP TOP 25 SCHEDULE 


Thursday 

No. 23 South Florida vs. Tulsa 

Saturday 

No. 1 Alabama vs. Mercer 
No. 2 Miami vs. Virginia 
No. 3 Oklahoma at Kansas 
No. 4 Clemson vs. The Citade 
No. 5 Wisconsin vs. No. 19 Michi¬ 
gan 

No. 6 Auburn vs. Louisiana-Monroe 
No. 7 Georgia vs. Kentucky 
No. 8 Ohio State vs. Illinois 
No. 9 Notre Dame vs. Navy 
No. 10 Oklahoma State vs. Kansas 
State 

No. 11TCU at Texas Tech 
No. 12 Southern Cal vs. UCLA 
No. 13 Penn State vs. Nebraska 
No. 14 UCF at Temple 
No. 16 Washington vs. Utah 
No. 17 Mississippi State at Arkan¬ 
sas 

No. 18 Memphis vs. SMU 

No. 20 Stanford vs. California 

No. 21 LSU at Tennessee 

No. 22 Michigan State vs. Maryland 

No. 24 West Virginia vs. Texas 

No. 25 NC State at Wake Forest 


Atlantic Division 

W L 

Clemson.7 1 

NC State 5 1 

WakeFoiest 3 3 

Boston College.3 4 

Louisville 3 4 

Florida St 3 5 

Syracuse 2 4 

Coastal Division 

Conf. 
W L 

Miami.... 6 0 

Georgia Tech.4 3 

Virginia Tech.3 3 

Virginia. 3 3 

Pittsburgh.2 4 

Duke. 1 5 

North Carolina.1 6 


Big Ten 


Ohio St 
Michigan St.... 

Penn St. 

Michigan. 

Rutgers 

Maryland. 

Indiana 


Wisconsin. 

Northwestern... 
Nebraska. 

Purdue. 

Minnesota. 

Illinois. 


THE POWER CONFERENCES 


Big 12 


Oklahoma. 

TCU 

Oklahoma St.... 
West Virginia... 
Texas 

Iowa St. 

Kansas St. 

Texas Tech. 

Kansas. 


Washington St... 
Stanford 

Washington. 

Oregon. 

California. 

Oregon St. 


Southern Cal... 
Arizona 

Arizona St. 

UCLA... 

Utah.... 

Colorado. 


Conf. 
W L 

. 6 2 

6 2 
5 2 
2 5 


3 4 
2 5 
2 6 


Georgia. 

South Carolina.... 
Kentucky. 


0 6 4 6 

Conf. All 
W L W L 

.7 0 10 0 




Game of the week: No. 25 North 
Carolina State at Wake Forest. With 
the division races decided and three 
ACC teams playing FCS opponents, 
the most intriguing matchup is the 
Wolfpack’s visit to Winston-Salem. 
Both teams have locked up bowl 
eligibility so now the emphasis is 
on postseason positioning, and the 
Demon Deacons are favored by a field 
goal after they hung 64 points on 
Syracuse last week. 

Inside the numbers: The ACC 
doesn’t have a team ranked in the 
top 10 nationally in rushing defense 
or passing defense. Only Clemson 
(eighth) is in the top 14 in total 
defense. 

Player to watch: North Carolina 
WR Anthony Ratliff-Williams. Last 
week, Ratliff-Williams returned a 
kickoff 98 yards for a TD, threw a 35- 
yard scoring pass and caught a 3-yard 
TD in UNC’s first ACC victory in more 
than a year. The sophomore could put 
up some more big numbers this week 
when Western Carolina of the FCS 
comes to Chapel Hill. 


Game of the week: No. 19 Michi¬ 
gan (No. 24 CFP) at No. 5 Wisconsin 
(No. 5 CFP). The West Division-cham¬ 
pion Badgers seem to have a clear 
path into the College Football Playoff. 
Wisconsin likely will have a shot to 
play for a national championship if it 
wins, avoids getting upset at Minneso¬ 
ta and wins the Big Ten championship 
game Dec. 2 in Indianapolis. 

Inside the numbers: Five Big Ten 
teams — Rutgers, Indiana, Purdue, 
Maryland and Nebraska — need to 
win their last two games to earn a 
bowl bid. 

Player to watch: Michigan QB 
Brandon Peters. In his first road start 
against a ranked team, the redshirt 
freshman is going to have to make 
some plays through the air to give the 
Wolverines a chance. Wisconsin gave 
up just 66 yards of offense against 
Iowa, setting a school record in a 
Big Ten game. Peters has completed 
61 percent of his passes with four 
touchdowns and no interceptions, but 
he has thrown for just 329 yards in 
three-plus games. 


Game of the week: Texas at No. 
24 West Virginia. The Mountaineers 
need help to get into the Big 12 
championship game, but first they 
have to win their own games. Texas 
is still trying to get bowl eligible in 
coach Tom Herman’s first season. The 
Mountaineers have won four of their 
last five games, the last three wins by 
a total of 12 points. 

Inside the numbers: Baylor 
has a 1,000-yard receiver for the 
seventh consecutive season, the only 
FBS team to do that from 2011-17. 
Denzel Mims had 152 yards receiving 
last week, giving him 1,001 for the 
season. 

Player to watch: Oklahoma QB 

Baker Mayfield. A top-four finisher 
in the Heisman Trophy voting the 
past two years, he has thrown TDs 
in 36 consecutive games, tied for 
the longest streak in Big 12 history. 

He is the FBS leader completing 71 
percent of his passes (213 of 299) for 
3,559 yards with 31 TDs and only five 
interceptions. 


Game of the week: No. 16 

Washington vs Utah. Last week’s 
loss to Stanford not only knocked the 
Huskies out of consideration for the 
College Football Playoff but also put 
a major roadblock in their path to the 
Pac-12 North title. Washington needs 
to beat the Utes, and have Stanford 
lose to California this Saturday to have 
a chance at a second straight division 
title. 

Inside the numbers: Arizona 
finished with a school-record 534 
rushing yards Saturday, marking the 
eighth straight game the Wildcats 
have rushed for more than 200 yards . 
Player to watch: Oregon RB Royce 
Freeman. The senior has seven 100- 
yard rushing games this season and 
29 for his career, a school record. His 
rushing record stands at 5,364 yards, 
second all-time in the Pac-12 (USC’s 
Charles White is first at 6,245 yards). 
Freeman has a school-record 54 TDs 
and is now just five rushing TDs shy of 
matching the Pac-12 career mark held 
by Oregon State’s Ken Simonton. 


Game of the week: Kentucky at 
No. 7 Georgia (No. 7 CFP). This is 
the best game on the schedule in a 
lackluster SEC lineup, but it could 
have been a much more meaningful 
matchup if Kentucky hadn’t blown 
double-digit leads against Florida 
and Mississippi. Georgia already has 
clinched the division title. Had Ken¬ 
tucky hung on against either Florida or 
Ole Miss, a trip to Atlanta would have 
been up for grabs Saturday, 
inside the numbers: The senior 
class at No. 1 Alabama owns a 50-4 
record. Those 50 wins put this class 
one shy of the NCAA record held by 
Alabama’s 2016 senior class, which 
went 51-6. 

Piayer to watch: Auburn’s Jeff 
Holland. He recorded his ninth sack 
of the season in the Tigers’ 40-17 
victory over Georgia. He leads the SEC 
in both sacks and tackles for loss (12). 
Holland is approaching the Auburn 
single-season sack record held by Nick 
Fairley, who recorded 11 Vz sacks in 
2010. 
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Wolverines left 
with spoiler role 


By Larry Lage 
Associated Press 

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Michi¬ 
gan has won three straight, scor¬ 
ing 35 points each game, since its 
midseason slump. 

The Wolverines (8-2, 5-2 Big 
Ten) won easily over Rutgers, 
Minnesota and Maryland to 
climb back to No. 19 in The As¬ 
sociated Press poll. They had 
the same ranking after getting 
routed 42-13 on the road by No. 
2 Penn State, a second loss in a 
three-game stretch that hurt their 
chances of winning a Big Ten title 
for the first time since 2004. 

“We can still be a 10-win team 
and kind of ruin people’s sea¬ 
sons,” Michigan center Patrick 
Kugler said Monday. “That’s kind 
of what my goal is right now.” 

The Wolverines have an oppor¬ 
tunity to spoil hopes and plans for 
two teams. 

They play at No. 5 Wisconsin 
(10-0, 7-0) on Saturday, facing a 
team with a clear path to the Big 
Ten championship game and a 
shot at being in the College Foot¬ 
ball Playoff They close the regu¬ 
lar season the following week at 
home against No. 8 Ohio State 
(8-2, 6-1), a rival still holding na¬ 
tional championship hopes. 

Even if Michigan can close the 
regular season with two upsets, 
it needs the 13th-ranked Nittany 
Lions and No. 22 Michigan State 
each to lose a game to avoid tie¬ 
breaker scenarios that wouldn’t 
favor the maize and blue after 
losing to both schools. 

“Our goal is still to go to the 
Big Ten championship and that’s 
still a possibility,” receiver Grant 
Perry said. 

If the Wolverines can’t cele¬ 
brate a championship, they want 
to mess up plans other teams have 


over the next two weeks. 

“We’ve kind of taken on the 
role of the villain a little bit,” 
Kugler said. “People have been 
doubting us, saying we haven’t 
beaten a team with a winning re¬ 
cord this year. That’s kind of the 
big one that is going around right 
now. The next two games, two big 
ones, Wisconsin and Ohio State. 
If we can come out on top of both 
of those, the villain wins. That’s 
kind of a fun role to play.” 

The Wolverines’ eight wins are 
against teams with .500 or worse 
records, adding to the argument 
that they haven’t beaten any qual¬ 
ity teams this season. ()n the 
road, that hasn’t happened in a 
long time because they don’t have 
a victory over a ranked opponent 
on its home field since Lloyd 
Carr’s 2006 team won at No. 2 
Notre Dame. 

Mike McCray believes Michi¬ 
gan has momentum going into its 
game against the Badgers after 
bouncing back from a humiliat¬ 
ing loss at Penn State. 

“I think we’re a lot more confi¬ 
dent,” the senior linebacker said. 
“We went through a little bit of 
adversity. We know we can fight 
through that adversity. Since 
then, we’re closer together.” 

Wilton Speight is closer to com¬ 
ing back to potentially playing, 
coach Jim Harbaugh said. The 
quarterback, who cracked ver¬ 
tebrae Sept. 23 at Purdue, has 
been cleared to practice without 
contact. Running back Karan 
Higdon didn’t finish the game at 
Maryland because of an ankle 
injury, but Harbaugh sounded 
encouraged about the chances 
he will play against the Bad¬ 
gers along with running back Ty 
Isaac, who has missed two games 
with an injury. 



Patrick Semansky/AP 

Michigan iinebacker Josh Uche, right, tackles Maryland quarterback 
Ryan Brand as Brand throws an incomplete pass during the first half 
of Saturday’s game in Coilege Park, Md. 



Brynn Anderson/AP 

Georgia running back Nick Chubb is tackled by Auburn linebacker Jeff Holland during the first haif of 
Saturday’s game in Auburn, Ala. Auburn knocked off previously unbeaten Geoig;ia 40-17. 


It's all about the 'D' 


Auburn defense might 
be Malzahn era’s best 

By John Zenor 

Associated Press 


AUBURN, Ala. 

T his Auburn team isn’t quite like the other 
really good ones during Gus Malzahn’s 
stints as offensive coordinator and then 
head coach. 

Sure, the sixth-ranked Tigers’ offense is putting 
up strong numbers but now they’re backed up by 
a defense that’s been just as good. That was more 
than evident in last Saturday’s 40-17 romp over No. 
7 Georgia, which came in leading the Southeastern 
Conference in rushing and left with 46 yards on the 
ground. 

Defensive coordinator Kevin Steele had chal¬ 
lenged his players leading up to the game, and they 
responded. 

“We’d been a good defense, but at some point in 
time you’ve got to take the next step to go from good 
to really good to play like an elite defense,” Steele 
said. “They took that challenge very seriously.” 

The Tigers’ defense was pretty good last year, too, 
but the offense was less consistent. 

Now, both are among the SEC’s top units going into 
Saturday’s game with Louisiana-Monroe. Statisti¬ 
cally this defense is significantly stronger than in 
Auburn’s 2010 national championship season, when 
Malzahn was the offensive coordinator. It has also 
markedly improved since 2013’s run to the national 
title game in his first season back as head coach. 

The Tigers rank ninth nationally in total defense, 
giving up 299.5 yards per game. They’re the No. 11 
scoring defense (16.9 points per game). 

The 2010 defense was superb against the run but 
53rd in scoring defense (24.1 ppg) and 60th in total 
defense (368.4 ypg). The 2013 defense put up simi¬ 
larly mediocre numbers, allowing 24.7 points (48th) 
and 421 yards (86th) a game. 

A front seven that had to replace current NFL 
players Carl Lawson and Montravius Adams was 
especially tough in stopping Georgia tailbacks Nick 
Chubb and Sony Michel. 

“I think it has to impress everybody with the way 
they did the other night stopping the run,” Malzahn 
said. “We’ve done a pretty good job of getting after 
quarterbacks in passing situations this year but 



Curtis Compton, Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP 

Auburn linebacker Jeff Holand tackles Geoi^ia 
freshman quarterback Jake Fromm. 


when you stop the run like we did, it’s definitely eye¬ 
opening. I’m real proud of our defensive front. It 
ought to give them confidence moving forward.” 

The defense has been led by linebacker Jeff Hol¬ 
land, who tops the SEC and ranks ninth nationally 
with nine sacks while also forcing four fumbles. 
Carlton Davis is one of the league’s top cornerbacks. 
On the line, sophomore Derrick Brown has excelled 
as the starter with 39 tackles and 7.5 stops behind 
the line. 

The group came up big in that Georgia game, 
which Steele said will stand out in a coaching career 
that’s spanned nearly four decades. 

“If you ask me 38 years from now, knock on wood. 
I’ll remember Saturday night,” said Steele, in his 
second season since leaving the same job at LSU 

He said the Tigers defenders had just four or five 
missed tackles “and that’s amazing.” 

Now the challenge is to sustain that level of play. 
ULM is averaging 37 points per game but the big¬ 
gest challenge on the schedule now is No. 1 Alabama 
in two weeks. 

If the Tigers win they have to defend against 
Chubb & Co. again in the SEC championship game 
and hope for another “elite” performance. 
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Pair: Cy Young 
voting not close 

FROM BACK PAGE 

announced on MLB Network, a re¬ 
action in keeping with his expres¬ 
sive reputation. He showed that 
intensity often this year, whether 
he was cursing under his breath 
like a madman during his deliv¬ 
ery or demanding — also with 
expletives — that manager Dusty 
Baker leave him in the game. 

Just a little different than the 
pitcher they call “Klubot.” Kluber 
was stoic as ever when announced 
as the AL winner. He swallowed 
hard but otherwise didn’t react, 
only showing the hint of a smile 
moments later when answering 
questions. 

Not that he wasn’t thrilled. 

“Winning a second one maybe, 
for me personally, kind of vali¬ 
dates the first one,” Kluber said. 

Scherzer’s win moves him into 
rare company. He’s the 10th pitch¬ 
er with at least three Cy Youngs, 
and among the other nine, only 
Kershaw and Roger Clemens 
aren’t in the Hall of Fame. 

Scherzer earned the NL honor 
last year with Washington and 
the 2013 AL prize with Detroit. 

“This one is special,” he said. 
“When you start talking about 
winning three times, I can’t even 
comprehend it at this point.” 

Scherzer was 16-6 with a ca¬ 
reer-best 2.51 ERA this year. 
The 33-year-old righty struck out 
a league-leading 268 for the NL 
East champion Nationals, and in 
an era noted for declining pitcher 
durability, he eclipsed 200 innings 
for the fifth straight season. 

Kershaw has won three NL Cy 
Youngs and was the last pitcher 
to win back-to-back. He was 18-4 
with a league-best 2.31 ERA and 
202 strikeouts. This is his second 
runner-up finish. 

Kluber missed a month of the 
season with back pain and still 
easily won the AL award over 
Sale and third-place finisher Luis 
Severino of the New York Yan¬ 
kees. Kluber led the majors with 
a 2.25 ERA, and his 18 wins tied 
for the most in baseball. He added 
to the Cy Young he won with the 
Indians in 2014. 

The 31-year-old Kluber was 
especially dominant down the 
stretch, closing out the season by 
going 11-1 to help Cleveland win 
the AL Central. He and Minne¬ 
sota’s Ervin Santana tied for the 
m^or league lead with five com¬ 
plete games — nobody else had 
more than two. 


AL Cy Young Voting 

Total points on a 7-4-3-2-1 basis 
Player 1st 2nd 3rd 4th Sth 

Kluber, Indians 28 2 - - - 

Sale, Red Sox 2 28 - - - 

Severino, Yankees - - 20 6 1 

Carrasco, Indians - - 1 16 8 

Verlander, Tigers/Astros- - 3 6 11 

Kimbrel, Red Sox - - 6 2 5 

Santana, Twins - - - - 3 

Stroman, Blue Jays — — — — 2 

NL Cy Young Voting 


Scherzer, Nationals 27 3 - - - 201 

Kershaw, Dodgers 3 25 1 1 - 126 

Strasburg, Nationals- 1 23 3 2 81 

Greinke, D-backs - 1 3 15 9 52 

Jansen, Dodgers - — 2 5 6 22 

Gonzalez, Nationals - — 1 5 5 18 

Ray, Diamondbacks - - - 14 6 

deGrom, Mets - - - - 2 2 

Nelson, Brewers _ _ _ _ i i 

Wood, Dodgers _ _ _ _ i i 


Associated Press 



Washington Nationals starting pitcher Max Scherzer won his third Cy \bung Award on Wednesday, 
becoming just the 10th player in history take home the honor three or more times. 

Scherzer gives Nats the Max 

Washington’s animated ace has secured his place in history 


By Thomas Boswell 

The Washington Post 

Max Scherzer, who won his third Cy Young 
Award on Wednesday, may have the most apt first 
name in baseball. Scherzer goes to the maximum in 
everything. 

He’s max effort with every delivery, giving extra 
spin and speed to his pitches with a last-instant down¬ 
ward snap of the neck to yank the most torque out 
of his arm. He’s max emotion, stalking the mound, 
glaring in, so wrought up that “punching out the hit¬ 
ter” can seem like more than just a metaphor. He’s 
also fanatic about conditioning and a 
max-out student of advanced stats. 

Now, Scherzer has maximized some¬ 
thing else that he prizes: His chances of 
finding his proper place in baseball his¬ 
tory someday. 

With three-or-more “Cys,” you’ll 
never be left out of any discussion. Mad 
Max is now the 10th name on that list, 
joining Sandy Koufax, Tom Seaver, Jim 
Palmer, Steve Carlton, Roger Clemens, 

Greg Maddux, Pedro Martinez, Randy 
Johnson and Clayton Kershaw. Those 
names may constitute a majority of the 
greatest pitchers of the past 60 years 
since the Cy Young Award was created. 

If not, it’s close. 

What’s becoming clear is that Scher¬ 
zer may eventually be paired with Ker¬ 
shaw, who also has three Cy Young Awards, as one of 
the two best pitchers of the 2010s. 

So far this decade, Scherzer leads MLB in wins 
(132, one more than Kershaw), starts and strikeouts 
(1909). Only Kershaw, with 1,835 strikeouts, is with¬ 
in 239 of Scherzer’s total. That’s dominance. “My 
goal is not ‘weak contact;’ it is always a strikeout,” 
Scherzer said this spring. Kershaw leads the decade 
in ERA and Wins Above Replacement with 52.1 to 
Scherzer’s second-place WAR total of 39.7. 

If Scherzer, 32, ages well, then his Cy Young 
Awards, along with three seasons leading his league 
in wins, plus National League strikeout titles the 
past two years with the Nationals, may be the cen¬ 
terpiece for a Hall of Fame candidacy. And Scherzer 
probably knows it. 

One of the key elements considered for the Hall 
of Fame is raw dominance of your era during your 


six to eight peak seasons. In his Nat years, with two 
no-hitters and a 20-strikeout game (one of just six in 
history), as well as back-to-back Cy Youngs, that pe¬ 
riod of Max domination has come into clear focus. 

Once you have built an athletic career and a su¬ 
perstar identity, it’s hard to change your methods or 
your manner until age or injury eventually forces 
your hand. When you are also in the third year of a 
seven-year $210-million contract there is also a sense 
of internal responsibility to justify your salary and 
status. 

Scherzer is almost certainly in the early stage 
of this tussle with baseball mortality, weighing the 
wisdom of pushing, always pushing to 
construct historic seasons against the 
need to be in peak form for the October 
postseason. 

More than any of his other years, this 
season may epitomize Scherzer’s will¬ 
power, tolerance for pain and willing¬ 
ness to accept, even embrace, risk. 

“When you pitch, you’re always 
right at the edge of your physical lim¬ 
its. You’re like a racecar driver going 
200 miles an hour into a banked turn,” 
Scherzer told me this spring. “You have 
to push, push, push. But if you push just 
a little too hard, you crash. You spend 
your career finding that balance.” 

Scherzer has never run as close 
to that edge as he did this year. The 
whole season seemed like one continu¬ 
ous Scherzer injury scare, yet he ended up with the 
best ERA (2.51) of his career. Most remarkable, the 
league batting average against him of .178 was one 
of the five best in 50 years. 

In hindsight, Scherzer’s durability and toughness 
probably gave him the lOOVs innings — more than 
the 175 of Kershaw and teammate Stephen Stras¬ 
burg — to mount up additional high performance to 
beat them for the Cy Young Award. 

Over the next four seasons, Scherzer and his Mad 
Max will power, his lust never to miss a turn or 
flinch from a challenge, may need some re-exami¬ 
nation and slight revision, some compromise with 
advancing baseball age. 

Or not. Perhaps that’s just the man himself 
Maybe, as we’d probably have done with those other 
nine names on the Most Cy Young Awards list, we 
should just let him do it his way: always Max-ed out. 


When you 
pitch, you’re 
always right 
at the edge of 
your physical 
limits. (...) You 
spend your 
career finding 
that balance. ^ 

Max Scherzer 

Nationals pitcher 


Patriots 
ready for 
altitude 

By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. 
— The tunnel leading down to the 
Falcon Stadium football field is 
dotted with warnings that a “lack 
of acclimation to altitudes above 
6,000 feet has proven to cause se¬ 
rious illness.” 

Just before reaching the field, 
there’s an overhang with a sign 
that warns about a “lack of oxy¬ 
gen” at 6,621 feet above sea level. 

Meant more for intimidation 
than information, the signs still 
serve as a 
stark re¬ 
minder of 
the Rocky 
Mountains’ 
lung-pierc¬ 
ing thin air. 

Which is 
exactly why 
Bill Belich- 
ick decided 
to keep his 
team in Col¬ 
orado after 
the Patriots (7-2) destroyed the 
Broncos 41-16 Sunday night. 

Up next for Tom Brady & Co. is 
a trip to Mexico City’s Azteca Sta¬ 
dium (elevation 7,200 feet) to face 
the Oakland Raiders (4-5) on Sun¬ 
day. So, rather than head home, 
the Patriots bused an hour south 
to train at altitude this week. 

“You can feel it for sure,” said 
tight end Rob Gronkowski, noting 
his skin was dry. “A lot of people 
are getting their nose super dry, 
their mouth super dry. So, I’m 
just glad to be here to prepare for 
what Mexico City will be, at the 
same altitude.” 

Belichick also brought his team 
to the Academy for its attitude. 

They heard about survival 
training from cadets who had to 
hunt wildlife in the mountains; 
they listened to Falcons football 
coach Troy Calhoun talk about 
molding the next generation of 
military leaders; and they got to 
see paratroopers cap off Wednes¬ 
day’s workout on the Falcons 
practice fields. 

“Which was super cool,” 
Gronkowski said. 

Gronkowski said this week has 
been a training camp-like bond¬ 
ing experience for the Patriots, 
who have toured some sites on the 
sprawling mountain installation. 

“It’s good to have an under¬ 
standing of where you are and 
what happens at an institution like 
the Air Force Academy,” Belich¬ 
ick said. “We only have one guy 
that can really relate to that.” 

That’s long snapper Joe Cardo¬ 
na, who attended the Naval Acad¬ 
emy and knows firsthand the 
rigors of a military institution. 

“Being together as a team is 
great. You’re surrounded by each 
other and it’s great for building 
the team, and I can’t think of a 
better way to do it than at the Air 
Force Academy,” Cardona said. 
“Well, maybe at the Naval Acad¬ 
emy. But it’s great to be here.” 

Even in the thin air. 



Belichick 
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Eagles head coach Doug Pederson 
hopes his team continues its 
momentum despite a bye week. 

Eagles aim 
to continue 
momentum 

By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — The Eagles are 
determined to not let a bye week stop 
their momentum. 

They can learn from last year. 

Philadelphia (8-1) has won seven 
straight games and is coming off an 
impressive 28-point victory over Den¬ 
ver heading into Sunday night’s game 
at Dallas (5-4). A win over the Cowboys 
would almost assure the Eagles an NFC 
East title — barring a monumental 
collapse. 

They were in this spot in 2016 after 
opening the season 3-0 and entered 
their bye following a 34-3 rout of Pitts¬ 
burgh. But they came back flat and lost 
nine of 11. 

“We have to refocus coming off a 
break,” coach Doug Pederson said 
Wednesday. “We have to get ourselves 
back to doing the things we did before 
the break. It’s a one-day-at-a-time mes¬ 
sage. It’s win today. Let’s get better 
today. And there’s two types of players, 
two types of coaches: those that are get¬ 
ting better and those that aren’t.” 

Players spent their week off doing 
various things, from hunting and trav¬ 
eling to rehabbing injuries at the team’s 
practice facility. The bye came just past 
the midpoint of the schedule, so it was 
welcomed. 

“It was good to have the time off 
but we’re ready to go,” tight end Brent 
Celek said. “Sitting at home watching 
the games all weekend gets you going.” 

It helps to face a bitter rival right 
after the break. 

“There’s no lag in us from having that 
week off,” offensive lineman Brandon 
Brooks said. “We’re excited, we’re fired 
up and ready to get after it.” 

Pederson’s mentor, Andy Reid, has 
always prepared his teams well dur¬ 
ing a break. Reid, in his fifth season 
in Kansas City after 13 years in Phila¬ 
delphia, is 16-2 after a bye. Pederson 
played under Reid in Philadelphia and 
was an assistant on his coaching staff in 
both cities. 

“He was able to just refocus the foot¬ 
ball team coming off the bye, getting 
them back into practice and back into 
the habits that we were doing before the 
break,” Pederson said. “And then, sec¬ 
ondly, is just the consistency with him, 
as you know, and being around him that 
it’s just the same. He’s the same day in 
and day out. Same consistency. Same 
work ethic. Practice doesn’t change. It 
doesn’t get longer. It doesn’t get harder. 
And he just goes about his business.” 


Brees quietly efficient as ever 


Saints QB’s stats overshadowed by team’s improved running game 




By Brett Martel 

Associated Press 

METAIRIE, La. 

S aints quarterback Drew Brees is av¬ 
eraging fewer yards per game pass¬ 
ing than at any point in his 11-plus 
seasons with New Orleans. 

Yet he sees no evidence of a drop-off in 
his effectiveness, or that of his receivers. 

Overshadowed by dramatic improve¬ 
ments in the Saints’ running game and de¬ 
fense is the fact that the 38-year-old Brees 
has been as efficient as ever. 

He’s keeping defenses on their heels with 
a personal-best completion percentage and 
drive-sustaining third down conversions 
when New Orleans has needed them during 
its seven-game winning streak. 

“When we’re running the ball effectively 
and when we’re playing the type of defense 
we’re playing, it’s not necessary to throw 
the ball 35,40 times a game,” Brees said. “If 
we can throw the ball mid-20s and rush the 
ball 40-something times and win the way 
that we have, then, man, that’s great. 

“I’m sure there’s going to be games where 
we’re going to need to throw it (much more) 
to win the game — and we’re ready to do 
that,” Brees added. “We’ve done that many 
times before.” 

The Saints have finished the regular sea¬ 
son leading the NFL in yards passing six 
times since Brees arrived in New Orleans 
in 2006. 

New Orleans has never finished a season 
worse than fourth in yards passing; that was 
the 2009 season, which ended with New Or¬ 
leans’ only Super Bowl triumph. 

Now New Orleans ranks fifth in yards 
passing per game at 260.2 — still elite in a 
32-team league, but below the Saints’ usual 
passing production since Brees joined forc¬ 
es with coach Sean Payton. 

However, Brees’ completion rate of 71.7 
percent, if he sustains that through the end 
of the season, would set an NFL record, 
breaking the mark of 71.6 percent set by 
Sam Bradford last season (when he broke 
Brees’ 2011 mark of 71.2 percent). 

Brees’ career-low interception rate for 
a whole season is 1.8 percent in 2013 and 
2015. Through nine games this season, he’s 
been intercepted on only 1.3 percent of his 


Did you know 

Brees’ completion 
rate of 71.7 percent, 
if sustained, would 
break the 71.6 mark 
set by Sam Bradford last 
season, when he broke 
Brees’ record of 71.2. 

SOURCE: Associated Press 

down and in the red zone? And all that to¬ 
gether results in a winning formula.” 

In a 47-10, cold-weather victory at Buf¬ 
falo that really seemed to get the rest of the 
NFL’s attention, the Saints rushed for 298 
yards, making them only the fifth 
team in NFL history with as 
many as 295 yards and six 
touchdowns rushing in a 
game. 

But Brees still con¬ 
nected on 72 percent of 
his passes (18-for-25), 
including connec¬ 
tions of 30 yards to 
Brandon Coleman 
and 28 yards to Mi¬ 
chael Thomas. 

“The total num¬ 
bers are never im¬ 
portant. It is more 
of what we are doing 
each week,” Payton 
said. “Obvi¬ 
ously, 
in to¬ 
day’s 


NFL, you have to be able to convert third 
downs. You have to be able to attack certain 
defenses and we feel confident that that’s 
something that each week we’ll put the time 
in and be able to do.” 

Thomas finished the victory at Buffalo 
with nine catches for 117 yards, and said 
that when he has reviewed game video this 
season, he has seen a Saints passing game 
that is highly in sync and productive, even if 
overall attempts and yards are down. 

“Any game,” Thomas began, “Drew could 
go for 500 (yards) if he needs to, but we’re 
not asking him for that.” 

Redskins coach Jay Gruden, whose team 
will have to try to stop the Saints in the Su¬ 
perdome on Sunday, said fewer attempts or 
yards by no means indicate a drop-off in 
Brees’ effectiveness as a passer. 

“Sometimes that is better. A lot of people 
worry about stats and fantasy football num¬ 
bers ... but when you have balance, 
I think it makes it easier on the 
entire offense, the play-caller 
and the quarterback, the 
receivers, everybody,” 
Gruden said. 

“An effective passing 
game doesn’t mean it 
has to lead the league 
in yardage. It just 
means it has to be ef¬ 
fective getting the ball 
down the field and in 
the end zone. That’s 
what they’re doing right 


“A the end of the day, you want to be as 
efficient as you possibly can, so that’s what 
we talk about when it comes to anything 
around here — it’s efficiency,” Brees 
said. 

“How efficient are we at the 
passing game? How efficient 
are we in the running game? 

How efficient are we 
on third 


Saints quarterback Drew 
Brees scrambles out of the 
pocket during the second 
half last week against the 
Buffalo Bills in Orchard 
Park, N.Y. 

Adrian Kraus/A P 
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McVay wants Rams 
to maintain focus 



Jae C. Hong/AP 


Rams linebacker Samson Ebukam, left, forces a fumble by Texans quarterback Tom 
Savage on Sunday. Houston has scored just two touchdowns in the past two games. 

Texans seek answers 
after third straight loss 


By Dan Greenspan 
Associated Press 

THOUSAND OAKS, Calif. — With the 
way the Los Angeles Rams are playing, it 
would be easy to entertain ideas that Sun¬ 
day’s game at Minnesota might not be their 
only visit to this season’s Super Bowl site. 

Rams head coach Sean McVay isn’t mak¬ 
ing plans for a return trip to U.S. Bank Sta¬ 
dium just yet. 

“What a great thing that is, but if we don’t 
get to our eighth win then nothing else re¬ 
ally matters,” McVay said Monday. 

The Rams play their next two games 
against fellow NFC division leaders and 
four of their next five against teams that 
currently have winning records. How the 
Rams navigate this stretch will determine 
whether they win the NFC West, claim a 
wild-card berth, or miss the playoffs for the 
13th straight season. 

McVay doesn’t want the Rams thinking 
about anything but their next opponent. The 
first-year coach has emphasized a “process 
over results-driven” approach since he ar¬ 
rived in Los Angeles, and he’s guided the 
Rams to a 7-2 record. 

“You just kind of speak something into 
existence and you talk about it so often that 
you almost really do put blinders on be¬ 
cause of what a competitive, tough league 
this is,” McVay said. “That’s not to say you 
don’t know and pay attention to the other 
teams in this league, but to truly say that all 
that really matters for us is we’re focused 
on Minnesota and seeing against a great 
football team how can we find a way to get 
to 8-2.” 

The Rams were able to stay focused after 
a sluggish start in their 33-7 win over Hous¬ 
ton on Sunday. The offense scored 24 points 
and had 309 yards in the second half. McVay 
criticized his own play-calling for not allow¬ 
ing them to get into a rhythm earlier. 

Los Angeles’ defense continued creating 
takeaways and keeping opponents out of 
the end zone. Dating to the second half of 
an Oct. 1 win at Dallas, which McVay called 
the turning point for the defense, the Rams 
have allowed 63 points and come up with 13 
takeaways in 22 quarters. 

McVay believes the defense found conti- 


By Barry Wiener 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK—The Associated Press has 
obtained a letter sent by the NFL to Jerry 
Jones’ attorney accusing the Dallas Cow¬ 
boys owner of “conduct detrimental to the 
league’s best interests” over his objection 
to a contract extension for Commissioner 
Roger Goodell. 

The letter accusing Jones of sabotaging 
the negotiations was sent to David Boies on 
Wednesday. Jones hired Boies and threat¬ 
ened to sue the NFL if Goodell’s contract 
extension was approved by the compen¬ 
sation committee, made up of six owners. 
All 32 owners voted unanimously in May 
to let the committee finalize a deal with 
Goodell. 

The letter, first reported by The New 
York Times and The Wall Street Journal, 
was written by outside counsel for the com¬ 
pensation committee and given to the AP by 
a person who requested anonymity because 
it was not intended to be made public. 



I-. 


Jae C. Hong/AP 

Rams wide receiver Robert Woods 
catches a touchdown pass as Texans 
comerback Johnathan Joseph trails 
behind during the second half on Sunday. 

nuity after rarely having its starters play¬ 
ing together in the preseason. Defensive 
tackle Aaron Donald, who did not report 
to the team until the day before the season 
opener, has a sack in four straight games 
with three forced fumbles. Linebacker 
Mark Barron did not play in the preseason 
as a precautionary measure. 

“To their credit, when you really look at 
it since that Dallas second half, they have 
been outstanding,” McVay said. “They are 
leading the league in takeaways. ... They 
are up there in all the important stats, the 
stats that really matter.” 

What matters most to McVay is focusing 
on the next opponent and ignoring every¬ 
thing else. 

“Our players believe in that. I know we do 
as a coaching staff, and I think that’s what 
has allowed us to do some good things,” 
McVay said. 


It’s the latest escalation of a feud between 
the NFL and one of its most powerful own¬ 
ers. Jones has denied that his objections to 
the extension are tied to Goodell’s decision 
to suspend star running back Ezekiel El¬ 
liott for six games over alleged domestic 
violence. 

Elliott abandoned his legal fight over the 
suspension Wednesday. He has five games 
left to serve. 

“Your client’s antics, whatever their 
motivation, are damaging the league and 
reflect conduct detrimental to the league’s 
best interests,” the letter said. 

Jones has said he has issues with com¬ 
pensation in the deal, along with concerns 
about the escalation of player protests in¬ 
volving the national anthem and how the 
league has handled them. He also has sug¬ 
gested that owners should revisit the power 
that the position wields. 

The letter confirmed that Jones was re¬ 
moved as a non-voting member of the com¬ 
pensation committee after threatening to 
sue. 


By Kristie Rieken 

Associated Press 

HOUSTON — The Houston Texans 
were left searching for answers about how 
to turn things around after their third 
straight loss. 

One thing they won’t do is switch quar¬ 
terbacks, with coach Bill O’Brien saying 
Monday that Tom Savage will start on Sun¬ 
day against the Arizona Cardinals. 

Savage threw for 221 yards and a touch¬ 
down on Sunday in his second start since 
rookie Deshaun Watson sustained a sea¬ 
son-ending knee injury in practice. But 
he was also intercepted twice and lost two 
fumbles in a 33-7 loss to the Los Angeles 
Rams, raising questions whether the Tex¬ 
ans should replace him with T. J. Yates this 
week. 

O’Brien brushed off that possibility, in¬ 
sisting the problems on offense aren’t all 
Savage’s fault. 

“It starts with coaching,” O’Brien said. 
“We’ve all got to coach better, starting 
with me, but it’s never about one guy; it’s 
never been about one guy. Football’s about 
11 guys trying 
to do the right 
thing on every 
play.” 

While 

O’Brien shifted 
the blame off 
of Savage, the 
quarterback 
disagreed with 
his coach. 

“To be hon¬ 
est with you, it’s 
on the quarter¬ 
back when (we) 
put up seven 
points,” he said. 
“It’s on me.” 

Sunday was 
Savage’s third 
start this sea¬ 
son. He started 
the opener before being benched at half¬ 
time for Watson after losing two fumbles. 
He’s performed much the same in the last 
two weeks, with the offense managing one 
touchdown each in losses to the Colts and 
Rams. It’s a stark change from when Wat¬ 
son was running the unit and the Texans 


set a franchise record by scoring more 
than 30 points in five straight games. 

O’Brien isn’t concerned about Savage’s 
confidence and scoffed at the notion that 
he needs to encourage him this week. 

“I’m not going to come into the quar¬ 
terback room with two pom-poms and do 
handstands and try to pump him up and 
say: ‘You’re the best, you can do it,’ like 
the little engine that could,” O’Brien said. 
“That’s not what I do. I just try to coach 
him, try to get him to play better.” 

To do that O’Brien said Savage needs to 
work on ball security and reads, and the 
rest of the players on offense must do more 
to help him. 

The Texans got a big game from DeAn- 
dre Hopkins on Sunday: seven receptions 
for 111 yards. But Savage had trouble con¬ 
necting with Houston’s other receivers and 
none of the rest of them finished with more 
than 40 yards receiving. 

His job could be tougher this week with 
Will Fuller’s status in question after the re¬ 
ceiver injured his ribs against the Rams. 

“He’s slightly built, so I don’t know,” 
O’Brien said of the 6-foot, 185-pound Full¬ 
er. “We’ll have to see how that goes during 
the week.” 

With Savage having trouble getting 
Houston’s offense going on Sunday, 0 ’Brien 
inserted Braxton Miller at quarterback for 
a couple of wildcat-type plays. Miller, who 
starred at quarterback at Ohio State before 
moving to receiver, didn’t attempt a pass. 

“Just trying to mix it up a little bit,” 
O’Brien said. “I just felt like it didn’t really 
help the rhythm of the offense. It wasn’t 
Braxton’s fault. It just didn’t really help 
what we were trying to do. It didn’t have 
the effect that I thought it was going to 
have.” 

Sunday’s loss left the Texans (3-6) in 
third place in the AFC South, three games 
behind the Jaguars and Titans. They’ll 
have to find a cure for their offensive woes 
quickly if they hope to have any chance 
of reaching the postseason for the third 
straight year. 

“Any time you lose—what three in a row? 
You’ve got to be worried,” comerback Ka- 
reem Jackson said. “But at the same time, 
I know the type of guys we got in the locker 
room. We’re a resilient group. I feel like we 
can come out of anything. We’ve just got to 
stay together and continue to fight.” 


Feud with Jones growing 


WeVe all got 
to coach better, 
starting with 
me, but it’s 
never about one 
guy; it’s never 
been about one 
guy. Football’s 
about 11 guys 
trying to do the 
right thing on 
every play. ^ 

Bill O’Brien 

Texans coach 
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Washington Redskins (4-5) 
at New Orleans Saints (7-2) 

AFN-Sports2 
7 p.m. Sunday GET 
3 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Redskins lead 17-8. 

Last meeting: Redskins beat Saints 
47-14, Nov. 15,2015. 

Notes: Redskins have won last 
two in series, including last game at 
Superdome in 2012.... Redskins QB 
Kirk Cousins ranks third in NFL with 
2,474 yards passing, ahead of Saints 
QB Drew Brees, who ranks sixth with 
2,398 yards.... Saints’ offense averag¬ 
ing 142.2 yards rushing, had 298 
yards rushing and franchise record six 
IDs rushing last week. 



New England Patriots (7-2) 
vs. Oakland Raiders (4-5) 
at Mexico City 

AFN-Sports 
10 p.m. Sunday GET 
6 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Patriots lead 18-15-1. 


Last meeting: Patriots beat Raiders 
16-9, Sept. 21,2014. 

Notes: New England has won four 
straight in series, last Oakland win 
was in 2002.... Patriots QB Tom Brady 
averaging 311.9 yards passing per 
game, second best in career. ... Raid¬ 
ers allowing opposing QBs to complete 
71.2 percent of passes and post 110.5 
passer rating, both would be third 
worst in NFL history. 


AFN-Sports, 7 p.m. Sunday GET, 3 a.m. Monday JKT 


SERIES RECORD: Vikings lead 26-16-2. 

LAST MEETING: Vikings beat Rams 21-18, OT, Nov. 8, 
2015. 

LAST WEEK: Rams beat Texans 33-7; Vikings beat Red¬ 
skins 38-30. 

RAMS OFFENSE: OVERALL (3), RUSH (5). PASS (6). 
RAMS DEFENSE: OVERALL (14), RUSH (24), PASS (9). 
VIKINGS OFFENSE: OVERALL (9), RUSH (11), PASS 
( 12 ). 

VIKINGS DEFENSE: OVERALL (5), RUSH (3), PASS 

( 12 ). 



STREAKS, STATS AND NOTES: Vikings’ lead in all-time 
series includes 5-2 record against Rams in playoffs. This is 
first meeting between teams with Rams based in Los Ange¬ 
les since 1992. ... Rams have won four straight games by 
average margin of 25.8 points.... Rams QB Jared Goff is first 
player in team history with at least 300 yards passing, three 
TDs and no interceptions in consecutive games. Goff can be¬ 
come second QB in NFL history (Tom Brady, 2007) to have 
three straight.... Rams lead NFL with average of 32.9 points 
per game and 47.6 percent conversion rate on third downs. 
... Vikings have won five straight games. ... Vikings QB Case 
Keenum was starter for Rams to begin last season 
—- and made 14 starts over last two years. ... 

Vikings WR Adam Thielen is third in NFL 
with 793 yards receiving. He’s tied for 
second with 19 third-down recep¬ 
tions. ... Vikings’ defense is second in 
league with 28.7 percent conversion 
rate allowed on third downs. 

— Associated Press 


^ -19 


Vikings quarterback 
Case Keenum 

Matt Dunham/AP 
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Game capsules compiled from AP 


Also on AFN: 

Atlanta Falcons (5-4) at Seattle Seahawks (6-3), AFN-Sports, 2:15 a.m. Tuesday GET, 10:15 a.m. Tuesday JKT 

EXPANDED STANDINGS 


New England 

w 

7 

L 

2 

American Conference 

East 

T Pet PF PA Home Away 

0 .778 257 195 3-2-0 4-0-0 

AFC 

4-1-0 

NFC 

3-1-0 

1-0-0 

Philadelphia 

w 

8 

L 

1 

T 

0 

National Conference 

East 

Pet PF PA Home Away 

.889 283 179 5-0-0 3-1-0 

NFC 

6-0-0 

AFC 

2-1-0 

3-0-0 

Buffalo 

5 

4 

0 

.556 

184 196 

4-1-0 

1-3-0 

3-2-0 

2-2-0 

1-1-0 

Dallas 

5 

4 

0 

.556 

233 205 

2-2-0 

3-2-0 

4-3-0 

1-1-0 

2-0-0 

Miami 

4 

5 

0 

.444 

137 224 

2-2-0 

2-3-0 

3-3-0 

1-2-0 

1-1-0 

Washington 

4 

5 

0 

.444 

207 232 

2-3-0 

2-2-0 

3-4-0 

1-1-0 

0-3-0 

N.Y. Jets 


6 

0 

.400 

201 222 

3-2-0 

1-4-0 

4-4-0 

0-2-0 

2-3-0 

N.Y. Giants 

1 

8 

0 

.111 

150 238 

0-4-0 

1-4-0 

0-7-0 

1-1-0 

0-2-0 

Tennessee 

6 

3 

0 

.667 

South 

205 213 

4-1-0 

2-2-0 

5-3-0 

1-0-0 

2-1-0 

New Orleans 

7 

2 

0 

.778 

South 

268 165 

3-1-0 

4-1-0 

5-1-0 

2-1-0 

2-0-0 

Jacksonviile 

6 

3 

0 

.667 

226 134 

3-2-0 

3-1-0 

6-2-0 

0-1-0 

2-1-0 

Carolina 

7 

3 

0 

.700 

213 180 

3-2-0 

4-1-0 

4-3-0 

3-0-0 

2-1-0 

Houston 

3 

6 

0 

.333 

236 241 

2-3-0 

1-3-0 

3-4-0 

0-2-0 

1-2-0 

Atlanta 

5 

4 

0 

.556 

197 179 

2-2-0 

3-2-0 

4-1-0 

1-3-0 

0-1-0 

Indianapoiis 

3 

7 

0 

.300 

179 280 

2-3-0 

1-4-0 

2-4-0 

1-3-0 

1-2-0 

Tampa Bay 

3 

6 

0 

.333 

173 208 

3-2-0 

0-4-0 

2-4-0 

1-2-0 

0-2-0 

Pittsburgh 

7 

2 

0 

.778 

North 

187 148 

2-1-0 

5-1-0 

5-1-0 

2-1-0 

3-0-0 

Minnesota 

7 

2 

0 

.778 

North 

217 165 

4-1-0 

3-1-0 

5-1-0 

2-1-0 

2-1-0 

Baltimore 

4 

5 

0 

.444 

190 171 

2-2-0 

2-3-0 

4-3-0 

0-2-0 

2-1-0 

Detroit 

5 

4 

0 

.556 

244 210 

2-3-0 

3-1-0 

4-3-0 

1-1-0 

2-0-0 

Cincinnati 

3 

6 

0 

.333 

149 182 

2-2-0 

1-4-0 

3-5-0 

0-1-0 

1-2-0 

Green Bay 

5 

4 

0 

.556 

204 207 

3-2-0 

2-2-0 

4-4-0 

1-0-0 

2-2-0 

Cleveland 

0 

9 

0 

.000 

143 240 

0-5-0 

0-4-0 

0-7-0 

0-2-0 

0-3-0 

Chicago 

3 

6 

0 

.333 

150 194 

2-3-0 

1-3-0 

1-6-0 

2-0-0 

0-3-0 

Kansas City 

6 

3 

0 

.667 

West 

253 208 

3-1-0 

3-2-0 

4-2-0 

2-1-0 

2-1-0 

L.A. Rams 

7 

2 

0 

.778 

West 

296 162 

3-2-0 

4-0-0 

4-2-0 

3-0-0 

2-1-0 

Oakland 


5 

0 

.444 

196 214 

2-2-0 

2-3-0 

4-4-0 

0-1-0 

1-2-0 

Seattle 

6 

3 

0 

.667 

211 165 

3-1-0 

3-2-0 

4-2-0 

2-1-0 

3-0-0 

Denver 

3 

6 

0 

.333 

166 239 

3-2-0 

0-4-0 

2-4-0 

1-2-0 

2-2-0 

Arizona 

4 

5 

0 

.444 

155 223 

2-2-0 

2-3-0 

3-5-0 

1-0-0 

2-2-0 

L.A. Chargers 

3 

6 

0 

.333 

167 172 

1-3-0 

2-3-0 

2-5-0 

1-1-0 

2-2-0 

San Francisco 

1 

9 

0 

.100 

174 260 

1-4-0 

0-5-0 

1-8-0 

0-1-0 

0-4-0 


Buffalo Bills (5-4) 
at Los Angeles Chargers (3-6) 

AFN-Sports2 
10 p.m. Sunday GET 
6 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Ghargers lead 22-10-2. 

Last meeting: Ghargers heat Bills 
22-10, Sept. 21,2014. 

Notes: Bills RB LeSean McGoy had 
career-high 114 receiving yards in 
his last game against Ghargers.... LB 
Preston Brown had 11 tackles in last 
meeting and leads the team in tackles 
this season with 70.... Ghargers QB 
Philip Rivers has 7 TDs and only 1INT 
in three games against Bills for 119.1 
rating. 



Philadelphia Eagles (8-1) 
at Dallas Cowboys (5-4) 

AFN-Sports 
2:20 a.m. Monday GET 
10:20 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Gowboys lead 62-50. 

Last meeting: Eagles beat Gowboys 
27-13, Jan. 1,2017. 

Notes: Eagles QB Garson Wentz 
leads NFL with 23 TD passes and 
ranks fourth with 104.1 rating.... 
Gowboys DE Demarcus Lawrence 
leads NFL with career-high 11.5 
sacks and has a sack in eight 
of the nine games his team has 
played.... LB Sean Lee has 41 
tackles and 2 INTs in last four 
games against Eagles. 


REST OF THE SCHEDULE 


Baltimore at Green Bay 
Arizona at Houston 
Tampa Bay at Miami 
Jacksonvifle at Cieveiand 
Detroit at Chicago 
Kansas City at iCy. Giants 
Cincinnati at Denver 
Open: indianapoiis, San Francisco, Caro¬ 
lina, N.Y. Jets 

Monday’s game 
Atianta at Seattle 


NEXT WEEK 


Minnesota at Detroit 
L.A. Chargers at Dallas 
N.Y. Giants at Washington 

Sunday, Nov. 26 
Tennessee at Indianapolis 
Carolina at N.Y. Jets 
Cleveland at Cincinnati 
Tampa Bay at Atlanta 
Miami at New England 
Buffalo at Kansas City 
Chicago at Philadelphia 
Seattle at San Francisco 
Jacksonville at Arizona 
Denver at Oakland 
New Orleans at L.A. Rams 
Green Bay at Pittsburgh 

Monday, Nov. 27 
Houston at Baltimore 
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Scherzer, Kluber win 
Cy Young Awards by 
considerable margins 


By Jake Seiner 
Associated Press 

M ax Scherzer heard his name and 
thrust his arms in the air, shouting 
and smiling big before turning to kiss 
his wife. 

Corey Kluber, on the other hand, gulped once and 
blinked. 

Two aces, two different styles — and now another 
Cy Young Award for each. 

The animated Scherzer of the Washington Nation¬ 
als coasted to his third Cy Young, winning Wednes¬ 
day for the second straight year in the National 
League. He breezed past Los Angeles Dodgers ace 
Clayton Kershaw, drawing 27 of the 30 first-place 
votes in balloting by members of the Baseball Writ¬ 
ers’ Association of America. 

Kluber’s win was even more of a runaway. The 
Cleveland Indians ace took 28 first-place votes, eas¬ 
ily outpacing Chris Sale of the Boston Red Sox for 
his second AL Cy Young. 

Scherzer yelled “yes!” when his award was 
SEE PAIR ON PAGE 60 








Cy Young winners 
Max Scherzer, 
top, of the 
Washington 
Nationals, and 
Corey Kluber, 
of the Cleveland 
Indians. 










